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King receives call from Clinton 

HOUSTON (AFP) — U.S. President Bill Clinton 
spoke by telephone briefly with King Hussein Tues- 
day, the White House said. King Hussein praised 
President Chilton for his role in reaching an accord on 
Northern Ireland and for his recent trip to Africa, 
spokesman Joe Lockhart said. The conversation last- 
ed about 10 minutes and followed a call the King 
made to President Clinton Monday evening, he added. 
No details were given on what the two said about the 
Mideast peace process. 



Turkish troops kill 63 Kurd rebels 

ANKARA (APJ — Turkish commandos chased hun- 
dreds of Kurdish rebels in southeastern Turkey and 
killed 63 guerrillas, following the capture of a senior 
rebel commander, the Anatolia news agency said 
Wednesday. Seven soldiers and four village guards, 
helping the troops in their fight against the insurgents, 
were also killed in the clashes on Tuesday, the agency 
said. The operations were launched Tuesday in the 
southeastern Sirnak province bordering Iraq, appar- 
ently after the rebel group PICK’S No. 2 commander, 
Semdin SaJcik, provided information about guerrilla 
positions in the area during his interrogation in 
Turkey. 
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King names 
Princess Sumaya’s 
newborn 


Citing attempts to roil ties with PNA and Arabs, 


AMMAN (Petra) — Has 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday named foe baby- 
girl bom last month to Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sumaya Bim Al Hassan and 
Nasser Judeh, director gen- 
eral of Jordan Television and 
Radio Corporation, at a spe- 
cial ceremony held at foe 
Royal Court in the presence 
of Their Royal Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hassan, 
Princess Sarvafo, Prince 
Mohammad, the King's per- 
sonal representative. Royal 
Family members and the 
Judeh family. King Hussein 
named the baby Sukaina. 

Two Israeli soldiers 
wounded in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
Two Israeli soldiers on patrol 
were wounded in an attack 
by Hizboflah guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon on 
Wednesday, Lebanese secu- 
rity sources said. Hizboflah 
guenriljas triggered a power- 
ful explosion as an Israeli 
armoured vehicle passed by 
cm patrol near Aashiyeh, oh 
foe edge of the central sector 
of the self-declared Israeli 
“security zone;*’ foe sources 
said. The attack was claimed 
in a statement by Hizboflah. 

PNA allows Reuters 
office ini G#a 
to reopen ! 

GAZA CITY (AP) — The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity allowed the Gaza City 
office of the Reuters News I 


King asks government to draft new press law 



AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday instructed Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majaii 
to submit a new press and pub- 
lications draft law to Parlia- 
ment as soon as possible, 
stressing that foe new law 
must serve as a deterrent to 
anybody trying to tamper with 
Jordan's relations with other 
Arab countries or harm nation- 
al unity. 

“I expea your government 
to take foe necessary measures 
in submitting a new press and 
publications draft law that 
would doer anyone from 
harming Jordan’s relations 
with Arab states or adversely 
affecting national unity” foe 
King said in a later he sent to 
the prime minister. 

“Bean time to time, we are 
surprised to see writers mis- 
leading foe public with their 
writings in our newspapers 
and weeklies attacking the 
Palestinian leadership, and 
slandering them and casting 
suspicion about them.” the 
Kin g pointed oul “This 
behaviour mi ght suggest to 
our Palestinian brothers that 
we adopt a policy contrary to 
what we declare, or that we do 
not respect our decisions and 
co mmitme nts. It might look as 
tf we have more than one face, 
cr that, we have ambitions or 
reasoo to “weaken than ar to 
.negatively, affect foear position 
at the most crucial stage they 
are going through.” 

“This is totally untnje and 
we believe foe repeated 


offences and slandering can 
only serve the enemies of 
Palestine and Jordan alike, 1 ' 
added the King. 

“When I instructed your 
government to rectify the 
question of press and publica- 
tions, 2 was really worried 
about our democratic inarch 
and foe freedom of the press 
that some enemies are trying 
to ruin, and there was an 
urgent and vital need for 
addressing foe situation,” foe 
King pointed oul 
He added: ‘This was fol- 
lowed by a verdict from foe 
High Court of Justice ordering 
a suspension of foe temporary 
law, which had been enacted 
in a manna- to protea both foe 
public interest and the interests 
of newspaper owners at the 
time,” recalled the King. 

He said: *The government 
has respected the court’s deci- 
sion and avoided calling on the 
Higher Council for foe Inter- 
pretation of the Constitution to 
give a ruling on this matter out 
of respect for the judiciary, 
although that verdict was a 
dangerous precedent which 
we hope will not happen 
again,” 

Referring to Jordan's rela- 
tions with foe Palestinians, 
King Hussein said: “We have 
recognised the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organisation as. the sole 
and legitimate representative 
of foe Palestinian people, and 
we have recognised its leaden 
brother Yasser Araik, as foe 
bead of the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) which 


came as a result of years-long 
negotiations. During the nego- 
tiations, we have been follow- 
ing this policy and have been 
working on a solid common 
ground marked by mutual 
respect for our Palestinian 
brethren” 

King Hussein said: “Our 
march in this country has 


always been based on foe mes- 
sage of the Great Arab Revolt 
and we have vowed to remain 
true to these principles. We 
have also pledged to our Pales- 
tiriian brothers to stand by their 
side, as' we did - with the" other 
Arab brothers in their struggle 
to achieve their aspirations on 
their national soiL We are start- 


ing us feel that Arab countries 
and the international commu- 
nity have started to support foe 
Palestinians' rights and pro- 
posals that would give 
momentum to the peace 
process on the Palestinian - 
Israeli track.” 

With reference to the peace 
process, foe King said: T have 
sent your government a mes- 
sage on Dec. 4. 1 997. explain- 
ing foe main outlines of our 
policy towards the peace 
process and our continued 
efforts to pursue its course 
towards achieving a just and 
comprehensive settlement 
based on foe exchange of land 
for peace. In my letter, I have 
pointed out that our relations 
with the Palestinian National 
Authority is based on giving 
them all possible support by 
deeds ratter than words, until 
they achieve their legitimate 
rights on their national soil. I 
also pointed oat that vital com- 
mon interests bind us with our 
brothers in the final status 
negotiations, and therefore, we 
should closely coordinate our 
position and we should contin- 
ually be committed to 
exchange views with them in 
order to achieve foe aspired 
goals and arrive at full peace. 
What is more important and 
valuable — which we musr 
protect and enhance — is our 
minual confidence, which 
must be pure and clear. 

Referring to his recent visit 
to Washington last month and 
his talks with President din- 
ton and U.S. officials, the King 


said: “From these talks we 
became aware that the US. 
administration has created 
integrated ideas to stimulate 
the peace process on the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli track. I immedi- 
ately contacted President 
Arafat and met senior Palestin- 
ian leaders to convey to them 
these ideas, and I have also fol- 
lowed up contacts with Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak 
and senior Egyptian officials 
and others from friendly coun- 
tries in order to make them 
respond in a responsible man- 
ner to the American ideas. I 
have received a rational and 
mature response from Presi- 
dent Arafat, and despile foe 
fact thatthe American propos- 
als do not reach the level that 
can achieve all aspirations, 
these ideas can give impetus to 
the peace process and make a 
major step towards achieving 
peace. I have also contacted 
the Israeli leadership and the 
other political groups in Israel 
and realise their concern for 
security. The courageous, 
responsible Palestinian staid 
was met with appreciation on 
the port of the Aik?s, the world 
community and peace-loving 
Israelis as well as foe U.S. 
administration and the Euro- 
pean governments.” 

King Hussein added: “In 
reaffirming our clear stand, we 
consider the Palestinian 
National Authority and its 
leader President Yasser Arafat 
as foe sole legitimate authority 
in Palestine which enjoys our 
support, and we consider any 


harm directed at the Palestin- 
ian National Authority as 
being directed against us, the 
Jordanian state and foe coun- 
try's institutions. Our Constitu- 
tion requires from all who 
inhabit this country and this 
land to respect our Arab norms 
and respect our relations with 
Arab brothers in every way, 

nnri this is a constitutional 

responsibility which we can- 
not overlook or disregard. I 
will never allow this country to 
deviate from foe course and 
foe commitment of being a 
undying force of Arab ranks 
and not an element of divi- 
sion.” 

In conclusion, the King said: 
“The road to peace is long and 
difficult and requires from all 
of us to possess sound think- 
ing, clear vision and coura- 
geous heart as well as relent- 
less efforts. We will dedicate 
our daemfination and resolve 
to work with our Arab brothers 
in general and the Palestinians 
in particular, until the indepen- 
dent Palestinian state has been 
established on Palestinian sofl 
with its capital in Jerusalem, 
and until the break of the dawn 
of construction for the peoples 
of the region which has suf- 
fered for long from wars and 
destruction. We have inherited 
a humanitarian mission calling 
for justice and equality and foe 
love of peace, security and 
cooperation. We pledge to 
respect this commitment and 
pursue efforts for the fulfill- 
ment of our dream. 
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Agency to reopen on 
Wednesday. six days after it 
was shut down for “violating 
the Palestinian national 
interests by helping Hamas.” 
The office had been ordered 
closed fin: three months by 
police after Reuters broad- 
cast a videotape made by the 
Islamist group Hamas. It was 
not inuneefiately clear why 
foe office was given permis- 
sion to reopen on Wednes- 
day. 

Moroccan aid 
flown to Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
Moroccan plane filled with 
food and medical aid arrived 
in the Iraqi capital on 
Wednesday, under an 
exemption to the UN. sanc- 
tions, the official news 
agency ENA reported. It was 
the second aid flight to be 
chartered by the Moroccan 
trade union confederation 
CDT since March 3. Loaded 
with 10 tonnes of food, med- 
icine and clothes, foe plane 
landed at the capital’s Sad- 
dam International Airport. 
Nubir Mohammad Amawi, 
the CDT secretary general, 
told INAfoat such aid opera- 
tions would continue “until 
the lifting of the embargo on 
Iraq and (he withdrawal of 
U.S. forces from the Gulf.” 

IMF hopes to open 
office in Khar toum 
— report 

KHARTOUM . (AFP.) — 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has told officials 
here that it hopes to open an 
office in Khartoum, the 
Sudanese capital, the official 
SUNA news agency report- 
ed Tuesday. A message from 
foe IMF was sent recently to 
Sudanese President Omar Al 
Bashir, it reported. The IMF 
told foe Sudanese that foe 
IMF was impressed by 
Sudan's economic perfor- 
mance in 1997 and foe first .. 
three months of 1998, the 
agency repotted. The IMF is 
ready to help Sudan imple- 
ment its economic reform 
plans for the period 1998- 
2003, if said. 


Princess Sarvath patronises campaign 

4-year-old Iraqi child with leukaemia 


arrives in Amman on way to London 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A four-year- 
old Iraqi girl arrived here 
on Wednesday en route to 
London for treatment for 
leukaemia as part of a 
humanitarian mission 
lead by British MP 
George Galloway. 

Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said that the office 
of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
extended its support to 
insure the success of the 
mission. 

Mr. Galloway told 
reporters upon his arrival 
at Marika Airport from 
Baghdad that Mariam 
Hamza will be “the 
ambassador” of all Iraqis 
who are still suffering 
under the seven-year-old 
sanctions. 

“I know that Mariam 
will light a candle which 
will eliminate the terrible 
picture that she has left 
behind,” Mr. Galloway 
said following his arrival 
on a Jordanian chartered 
plane from the Iraqi capi- 
tal. 

“Iraq is a dark place 
now. The hospitals are 
dark places but nobody 
wants to visit. The sick- 
ness, the diarrhoea, all the 
diseases are every way. 
Even the hospitals arejjpt 
clean because the sanc- 
tions did not exempt 
detergents which' are 
badly needed,” the British 
MP told reporters. 

“Iraq is a very sad place 
and its 22 million people 
are stuck and desperate 
and need our help,” he 
added. 

Ml Galloway said that 
the Mariam Appeal cam- 
paign was . launched to 
help Iraqi children, spe- 
cially those • suffering 
from leukaemia. 



Mariam Hamza, four-year-old Iraqi girl suffering 
leukaemia, sitting on the lap of her grandmother Umm 
Ha di upon their arrival in Amman on Wednesday from 
Baghdad (Photo by Yousef ’Allan) 


“We have just been 
informed that Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sar- 
vath the wife of [His 
Royal Highness] Crown 
Prince has agreed to be 
the patron of the Mariam 
Appeal,” Mr. Galloway 
said. 

“Under her patronage I 
am sure we will be able to 
raise foe money not only 
to pay for her treatment 
but to send cancer drugs 
and other cancer equip- 
ment back to foe hospitals 
in Iraq to treat the chil- 
dren that Mariam has left 
behind,” Mr. Galloway 
said. 

The child, whose body 
has been reduced to skin 
and bones, was to spend 
foe night in Amman 
before being flown to 
Glasgow, Scotland, on 
Thursday for treatment at 
a children hospital, 
according to Mr. Gal- 
loway. 

The MP. a member of 
the ruling Labour Party, 
who has pressed for a lift- 
ing of sanctions in force 
since Iraq's 1990 Invasion 
of Kuwait, has said his 
mission was purely 
humanitarian. 

The British government 
on Tuesday welcomed foe 
granting of an exemption 
to the sanctions to allow 
foe child to fly out rather 
than face foe long over- 
land drive from Baghdad 
to Amman. 

• Mr. Galloway has been 
in Baghdad since last 
Thursday and cam- 
paigned on Mariam’s 
behalf for several weeks, 
denouncing foe impact of 
sanctions on Iraqi chil- 
dren. 

According to aid agen- 
cies, a third of al] Iraqi 
children under the age of 
five are suffering from 
chronic malnutrition. Iraq 


has held several mass 
funerals of dozens of 
children in foe past. 

Mr. Galloway said that 
during the 1991 Gulf war, 

927.000 rounds of urani- 
um-tipped bullets and 

30.000 tank shells tipped 
with uranium were fired 
at the area around Mari- 
am's village. ISO kilome- 
tres north of Kuwait. 

“I only left foe hospital 
this morning. And what 
broke my heart was that 
parents were cheering us 
all our way even those 
whose children were left 


behind to suffer per- 
chance they die. But they 
were wishing us good 
luck and asking us to 
speak -about their chil- 
dren’s plight. We have a 
great responsibility for 
those left behind and we 
are aware of that,” Mr. 
Galloway said. 

In a similar mercy oper- 
ation. a five-year-old who 
was evacuated 10 foe 
Netherlands in late 
December after an appeal 
from a CNN reporter, 
died in Amsterdam hospi- 
tal on March. 2. 


Assad: Israel must 

unconditionally 

withdraw 


Shbeilat 
released 
on bail 

By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former presi- 
dent of foe Engineers Asso- 
ciation. Leith Shbeilat, was 
released Wednesday on bail 
after six weeks in detention 
on charges of sparking vio- 
lence in Ma'an in February. 

Mr. Shbeilat, who was 
released on a JD 2,000 bail, 
is being tried at foe State 
Security Court on charges 
of “instigating riots.” The 
next court session is sched- 
uled for Saturday. 

His release was approved 
by the Court of Cassation 
which on Tuesday over- 
ruled an April 4 State Secu- 
rity Court ruling denying 
Mr. Shbeilat bail. 

Mr. Shbeilat, an opposi- 
tion leader, was arrested on 
Feb. 19, after returning 
from Ma’an. Hours later, 
pro-Iraqi unrest swept the 
city leaving one Jordanian 
dead and over 25 injured. 
The government which 
imposed a curfew on 
Ma'an blamed Mr. Shbeilat 
for inciting the riots. 

Tens of people who were 
arrested on charges of 
involvement in the riots 
were released in the past 
weeks. 

If convicted, Mr. Shbeilat 
could face a maximum of 
four months imprisonment. 

Mr. Shbeilat was par- 
doned twice by His 
Majesty' King Hussein in 
1992 and 1996 after receiv- 
ing prison terms ranging 
from three years to life 
imprisonment on 1 charges 
of treason and lese majeste. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Visiting 
Syrian President Hafez Assad 
said on Wednesday that Israel 
must unconditionally with- 
draw its troops from south 
Lebanon 

‘Now they [foe Israelis] say 
they want 10 withdraw. Thai’s 
good and the Lebanese accept 
that, provided it involves a 
detailed implementation of the 
resolution.” he said referring to 
the 1978 UN. Resolution 425 
calling for an immediate with- 
drawal 

•Resolution 425 does not 
require any agreement or com- 
mitment” for it to be carried 
out. Ml Assad said at a joint 
press conference with Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak. 

‘The Israelis must leave in 
foe same way they arrived I 
think that’s also the Lebanese 
point of view,” he said 

Israel earlier this month 
offered to withdraw from 
south Lebanon, where it main - 
tains a buffer zone, provided 
Beirut guarantees security on 
the better region. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli police ques- 
tioned on Wednesday the 
highest Palestinian official in 
Jerusalem over the arrest of 
one of hb bodyguards for ille- 
gal possession of a gun. 

“They asked me if I had any 
information on this man. I 
said no and I made clear foal I 
have issued ados barring my 
employees from carrying 
weapons,” Faisal Husseini 
told Israel Radio. 

Police said Ml Husseini. 
who heads foe Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation’s offices 
in occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem, was questioned for 


Ml Assad also rejected any 
fink between an Israeli with- 
drawal from south Lebanon 
and foe possible withdrawal of 
foe estimated 35,000 Syrian 
troops stationed on 75 per cent 
of Lebanese soiL 

“There is no link between 
the two issues,” he said 

“The Lebanese asked Syria, 
its nearest Arab neighbour, 10 
intervene to extinguish the 
fire” of foe 1975-1990 
Lebanese civil war. said Ml 
A ssad. 

“It was not us who wanted to 
enter Lebanon and if we did so 
it was because of pressure 
from our Lebanese brothers.” 
he said 

Mr. Mubarak agreed “the 
Syrian presence in Lebanon is 
part of an agreement between 
foe two countries, while the 
Israeli presence is simply an 
occupation.” 

He added that the Israelis 
“entered Lebanon without per- 
mission and must also leave 
foe country without permis- 
sion, that's the solution.” 


a half hour about his body- 
guard An^dRaoufi who was 
arrested Monday after police 
had tracked him for several 
weeks. 

Police found on Ml Raouf a 
gun and bullets, which they 
said he admitted to receiving 
from Ml Husseini’s bouse. 
He was remanded into cus- 
tody fca: eight days. 

Police said Mr. Raauf told 
his interrogators he used the 
gun m his weak as a mediator 
of disputes in the Old City 
with Orient House, the Pales- 
tinian headquarters in Arab 
east Jerusalem, the radio said 


Husseini questioned 
by Israeli police 


* 



\A/nrl 

ome I* 1 


2 Home & Middle East News 


British Lockerbie families seek 
Arab League help to push for trial 


CAIRO (AFP) — Relatives of 
British victims of the Locker- 
bie bombing sought help from 
the Arab League on Wednes- 
day to push for an urgent and 
fair trial for the two Libyan 
suspects. 

"We feel that the Arab 
League has shown itself to be 
interested in the same thing as 
we ore, namely truth and jus- 
tice over Lockerbie." said rim 
Swire, spokesman for the vic- 
tims’ families. 

“We. as a group of U.K. rel- 
atives, are not interested in pol- 
itics. We believe that die truth 
can best be arrived at through a 
fair criminal court being set up * 
to try the accused.” he told • 
reporters after meeting Arab 


League chief Esmat Abdul 
Meguid. 

Mr. Swire lost his daughter 
in the 1988 bombing of a Pan 
Am jet over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, in which 270 people 
were killed 

The U.N. Security Council 
imposed a ban on flights and 
arms deals with Libya in 1992 
to press it to hand over two 
nationals suspected of involve- 
ment in the bombing formal in 
Scotland or the United States. 

The Arab League along with 
the Organisation for African 
Unity backs a Libyan request 
for the suspects to be tried 
under Scottish law at the 
Internationa] Court of Justice 
in the Hague. 


The court in February 
declared itself competent to 
hear the case and the League 
called for the sanctions against 
Libya to be lifted pending its 
judgement 

Scottish law professor 
Robert Black, also visiting 
with Swire, has proposed a 
hearing in a neutral country 
under Scottish law before an 
international panel of judges 
rather than a jury. 

The idea of a neutral hearing 
has divided the victim's fami- 
lies — representatives of the 
families of the 35 British vic- 
tims have said they are ready to 
accept the Libyan plan, but 
those of the 189 UJS. victims 
still insist the two Libyans 


Palestinian National Authority 
arrests Hamas student leaders 


GAZA CITY (API — Palestin- 
ian police detained four Islamic 
University students who organ- 
ised a rally critical of the Pales- 
tinian National Authority, a 
Hamas official said Wednes- 
day. 

The four are leaders of the 
youth movement of the militant 
Islamist group Hamas, the offi- 
cial said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

Police confirmed that the stu- 
dents had been detained, but 
said they could not give further 
details while they were being 
questioned 

Dozens of Hamas activists, 
including several senior lead- 
ers, have been arrested in the 


West Bank and Gaza Strip 
since the March 29 death of 
Mohiyedine Sharif, the chief 
bomb maker fa- Hamas. 

'Die Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has said 
Sharif was killed by an associ- 
ate in a fight over money and 
position. Hamas has disputed 
the findings and accused Israel 
and the PNA of complicity in 
Sharif’s death. 

The students detained Tues- 
day night include Iman Taha, 
head of Islamic University’s 
student counciL 

Also Wednesday, about 400 
Palestinians held a march to 
launch a campaign for the 
release of Palestinian prisoners 


in Israeli jails. 

The marchers, who carried 
Palestinian flags and pictures of 
prisoners, included mothers 
arid other relatives of the pris- 
oners. “Bibi, release our sons,” 
some shouted, referring to 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The campaign hopes to gath- 
er 1 million signatures by May 
14 — the 50th anniversary of 
the founding of Israel according 
to the western calendar — and 
to send the signatures to U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
other world leaders, asking 
them to put pressure on Israel to 
release the prisoners. 


Famine threatens government- 
held district in south Sudan 

Peace talks to resume in April in Nairobi 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
-district in war-tom southern 
Sudan's A1 Buheyrat state is 
threatened with famine, gov- 
ernor Nicanora Mager was 
quoted Wednesday as saying. 

Nicanora Mager warned of 
“die existence of a famine 
threat due to an acute shortage 
in food and medicine" in 
Aliab district, in the state's 
Yirol province, press reports 
said. "The people in Aliab dis- 
trict are in urgent need of 
food, medicine and clothing.” 
Mr. Mager said, adding that 
his state government had 
managed to provide 100,000 
Itilogrammes of sorghum. 

The papers said First Vice 
President Aii Osman Moham- 
mad Taha had ordered an 
immediate shipment of aid to 
Aliab. 

The district is under govern- 
ment control, while other 
parts of A1 Buheyrat state. 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Peace negotiations between the Khartoum 
government and southern Sudanese rebels will resume in Nairobi 
during tiie last week of April the Kenyan foreign ministry said 
Wednesday. The talks, which broke off in November, are aimed at 
ending 14 years of civil war blamed for at least one million deaths 
including many by disease and famine in Africa's largest country. 

In early November delegations representing the military govern- 
ment of Sudanese President Omar AJ Bashir and the Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Array met for 10 days in the Kenyan capital under 
the auspices of the regional Inter-Govemmexual Authority on 
DevdopmentThe two sides were meeting then for the first time in 
three years. 


including its capital Rumbek, 
are held by the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 

Referring to the 15-year-old 
uprising in which the mainly 
Christian and animist SPLA 
has been fighting domination 
by the Muslim. Arabised 
north. Mager was quoted as 
saying: "The state govern- 
ment is determined to liberate 


the state from the rebellion.” 
Meanwhile army 

spokesman Abdul Rahman 
Sira! Khetim was quoted as 
saying that “heavy- casualties" 
had been inflicted on the 
rebels in “extensive mopping- 
up operations conducted in 
tile past two days by govern- 
ment troops in the Bahr AJ 
Ghazal region” — which 
includes A1 Buheyrat 


must face a U.S. or Scottish 
trial 

Mr. Swire said British For- 
eign Secretary Robin Cook 
had told representatives of the 
British families at a meeting on 
April 5 that the government 
was considering some “diplo- 
matic initiatives.” 

“I have no idea what is in the 
mind of the British govero- 
.menL.. We were not presented 
with a plan of action but we 
were told that no avenue has 
been barred," Mr. Swire said. 

‘The British government 
told us that they will consider 
options for getting rid of the 
deadlock, but it didn't appear 
to us to have a coherent plan in 
order to do that,” be added. 


Israeli army 

challenges 

acquittal of 

Lebanese 

guerrilla 

suspect 

LOD (AFP) — The Israeli 
army prosecutor lodged an 
appeal Wednesday against 
the acquittal by a military 
court of a Lebanese man 
accused of involvement in 
attacks on Israel from south 
Lebanon. 

A military appeals court 
in Lod was hearing the 
appeal Wednesday, a mili- 
tary spokesman said. 

Ali Ahmad Benjak, 21, 
was arrested in south 
Lebanon two years ago for 
alleged membership in the 
Shiite militia Hizbollah 
and for firing Katyusha 
rockets on Israel during 
widespread fighting in 
April 1996. 

The military tribunal 
acquitted him on Monday, 
dung reasonable doubt 
about the charges against 
him. 

Israeli press reports said 
the judges suspected that a 
confession by the defen- 
dant submitted by investi- 
gators may have been 
forged. 

The tribunal ordered Mr. 
Benjak freed and returned 
to Lebanon within 48 hours 
but his release was held up 
by the prosecutor’s appeal. 

The Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah leads guerrilla 
efforts to expel Israel from 
the "security zone" it occu- 
pies in south Lebanon to 
protea its northern com- 
munities from cross-border 
attacks. 
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Senior 
Japanese 
official to 
visit Iran 



PETITION FOR PRISONER RELEASE: A Palestinian policeman in Gaza City 
Wednesday signs his name to a petition demanding the release of Palestinian pris- 
oners from Israeli jails. A rally in Gaza City’s Palestine Square kicked off the effort 
to garner one million signatures to the petition, which organisers hope to send to 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan (AFP photo) 


British U.N. troops barred from 
Cyprus resort after tourist attack 


AYIA NAPA (R) — The UN. 
force in Cyprus has banned its 
British members from a resort 
mi the island after allegations 
that one of them attacked a 
tourist, a spokesman said on 
Wednesday. 

“The force commander 
decided yesterday that Ayia 
Napa is out of bounds for the 
British battalion serving with 
the United Nations peace- 
keeping force in Cyprus," 
U.N. spokesman Waldemar 
Rokoszewsld told Reuters. 

Military police are question- 
ing a British soldier after alle- 
gations that he attacked 
British tourist Jeremy Caprio, 
35, from Wilmslow in 
Cheshire, blinding him in one 
eye and breaking his nose, in 
the southeastern resort of Ayia 
Napa. 

In 1994, the British bases on 
Cyprus banned visits to Ayia 
Napa after the arrest of three 
soldiers for the brutal death of 


Danish lour guide Louise 
Jensen, 23. The soldiers are 
serving life sentences for 
manslaughter at Nicosia cen- 
tral prison. 

Similar restrictions were 
imposed last year when 
British tourists were attacked 
by off-duty soldiers, one of 
whom was fined $1,420 for 
assault Some 3.500 soldiers 
are stationed on the British 
bases. 

Mr. Caprio, a computer 
technician, said Tuesday's 
attack by a group of assailants 
was unprovoked. 

“i was trying to keep three 
of them off of me. A friend of 
mine said there were at least 
four or five," said Mr. Caprio, 
talking to reporters from his 
hospital bed in Ayia Napa. 

"Once I got hit I can remem- 
ber very Utile. There was a 
boot coming into my face_ 
the next thing 1 know l woke 
up here.” he said. 


U.S. envoy Miller due back in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Thomas 
Miller, the U.S. State Depart- 
ment coordinator on Cyprus, 
is due to visit the divided 
island within the next week 
for talks with leaders of both 
communities, a U.S. embassy 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

Mr. MiUer. who was last 
here earlier this month, will 
visit “at the end of this week 
or early next week," the offi- 
cial said, adding that details 
of his schedule would not be 
available until Thursday. 

The Turkish-Cypriot news 
agency TAX said Mr. Miller 
would arrive in Cyprus at the 
weekend and hold talks on 


Monday with Rauf Denktash, 
leader of the breakaway 
Turkish-Cypriot stale on the 
north of the Mediterranean 
island. 

Mr. Miller's trip comes 
ahead of the arrival next 
month of U.S. presidential 
envoy for Cyprus Richard 
Holbrooke in a bid to find a 
solution to the 24-vear divi- 
sion of the island. 

Ii will be Mr. Holbrooke's 
third visit to the island since 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
named him as special Cyprus 
envoy in July 1997. 

Mr. Holbrooke warned as 
he wrapped up his last visit 


here 10 days ago that the 
United States would recon- 
sider its role in helping solve 
the Cyprus issue if his mis- 
sion in May failed to achieve 
any progress. 

Talks on the future of the 
island have been at an 
impasse largely over the 
European Union's decision to 
open membership talks with 
the internationally recognised 
Greek-Cypriot government. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkish troops occu- 
pied the north in 1974 in 
response to a coup in Nicosia 
aimed at uniting the island 
with Greece. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 
14:10 .. Cartoon — The Adven- 
tures of Dinky Di's 
14:30 Doc. — The Animal Park 

15:00 French Programmes 

17:00 NBA 

18:00 Drama — The Burned Bridge 

19:00 .Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — A ■ 
Tomes Crochus 

19x30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Big Brother; 
Jake 

20:00 Drama — The Great 
Romances 

20v30 Drama — Dr. Quinn, the 

Medicine Woman 

21:10 The Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 .News in English 

22l 30 Feature film --•‘‘Promise 
die Moon" 

23:59 Comedy — Never The 
Taiwan 

00 JO -End of T.X. 

Friday Programmes 
14:10 Cartoon — The Adventures 
of Teddy Ruxpin 

14:30 ..... .........Wishbone 

15:00 French Programmes 

17:00 He Shoots. He Scores 

17:30 Doc- — Wattr 

Dreaming 

18:10 .Thrazan 

29:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Educational Programme 
— Alk> La Terra 

19^30 News Headlines 

19:35 .Oxnedy — ‘The 

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air” 

20ril0 Documentary — Life on 
the Internet 

20-J0 .Ihe Elbum Show 

21:10 .Drama: “BaHyon-5" 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


22:00 .News in English 

22:30 .Mini -series - . “Maria 

Chapdalaine (Pl ED” 

23:10 -Comedy — The Nannv 
23 JO JEndof T.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:41 Tajr 

06:02- (Sunrise) Duba 

12J6 Dhuhr 

16:12 ‘Asr 

19ri)9 .Maghreb 

20 -J 0 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweiGeh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Churdi TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 771751- 
Airnnan International Church 
TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Sahas TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Td. 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 


Church of Presentation. Swei- 
Geh TeL 5920146 
The Liniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The F.n gtkh - i angnag e 

Catbotic Parish TeL 46 14 190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Cathofic 
Church 771331 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
The effect of the heat wave 
will last until Thursday after- 
noon whereby it will be hot 
and dry. clouds appearing at 
different altitudes, and winds 
southeasterly moderate to 
active. On Friday, tempera- 
tures will drop, humidity rise, 
and winds westerly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be hot. dry. 
and dusty, winds southerly 
moderate and seas rough later 
becoming northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

Amman 21/32 

Aqaba 27/39 

Deserts 19/34 

Jordan Valley 23/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 40 
Humidity readings: Amman 
23 per cent, Aqaba 21 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dn IssamAanar S9Q5CU 

Dr. OsamahAlHnssemi 847289 

Dc NjdalAs'ad 751672 

Dn Abdul Rabim Mustafa _74%S5 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ,773336 

A) Asema pbannacy.„.4637Q55 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
A1 Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 4644945 

Shmrisani pharmacy ..4637660 

NqjflJ pharmacy 847632 

XRBID; 

Dc GhaaTa’amneh 250080 

A1 Qods pharmacy r — ) 

ZAJRQA: 

Dc RandaShahin 995170 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Cemre.._.46371 1 1 
Gril Defence Department _5661 1 ! 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Hmer^cncv 1 99 

Rescue Pboce 192462 1 1 1 1 ,4657777 

Fire Brigade „»„....,46'i7101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police J5434G2 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

V«ia:&Scvi«n^CaTipt»is 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 1.7871 II 

Telephone Information (directo- 


ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -.4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .5661 101 

■ Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...SI 56 1 5 

Electric Power Ca 463638 1 

RJ Flight Infonmtion..44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport -44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Gmr for Hean and Spe- 
cial Suigery 5921 199 

The Islamic. AbdU 5666131/7 

Husseai Medical Centre TeL 836813. 
S56856 

Luzmib ..4630195 

Khalidi Muiemity.._..464428!/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Maflias. J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani —5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital .....5669131 
University Hospital .....5355444 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-AhlL Abdali -5664(64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrevxi 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .775111/26 

Aimy. Marka .89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

----- (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

-r (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 


IKBID: 

Princess 

— 109)990990 

Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospiral 
„402>27‘*' v 75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
I02P47100 

AQABA: 
Princess 
103 £14111 

Haya Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJi informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified 
information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(532501. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

09 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

O9t40 Beirut (RJ) 

I0ri» New Delhi (RJ) 

HfcOO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:20 ...... — -Bombay (RJ) 

lfc40 Muscat, DuhaiiRJ) 

ICfcSO Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

11:20 — -.^.Colombo (RJ) 

11*30 -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

15:35 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
1&30 Jeddah (add) (RI) 


18:45 -Kuwait (RJ) 

19:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

19^5 ...Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
19:55 — -London, Athens (RJ) 
20d)0 .Abu Dhabi, A1 'Ain (RJ) 

21:20 .Moscow (RT) 

23:55 LamacaiRJ) 

0235 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

04:15 .Moscow (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:00 .Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Muscat, Abo Dhabi (GF) 

15:10 Shariqah(AH) 

15:40 Doha (QR) 

16:00 — Dubai (EK) 

19:00 Paris (AF) 

20:25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 ..... London (BA) 

2I:I ® — -Beirut (ME) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

23=35 Laraaca (CY) 

01:15 .Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 
03:00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thnrsday and Friday) 

0&45 Aqaba (RW) 

10:05 Amman (QAiA) (RW) 
10:50 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

18:20 —Tel Aviv (RW) 

1930 Amman (QAIA)(RW) 

2220 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW >. 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

06:30 —Beirut (RJ) 

11:25 .Abu Dhabi A1 ’Ain (RJ) 


Doctors say it is unlikely 
that Me Caprio will be able to 
see with his right eye again. 

"I am still hoping that when 
I go back to England they can 
do something. „ if they can’t 
I’ve still got another one," be 
said, adding that he had been 
to Cyprus at least 10 times and 
the incident would not put him 
off coming again. 

“I am not too happy about 
the soldiers being here. I know 
Cypriot friends who own bars 
and they are not too happy 
about it either," be said. 

Britain contributes almost 
400 troops to the 1,265- mem- 
ber U.N. peacekeeping face, 
deployed to police the so- 
called "green line" separating 
the divided island's Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots. 

The British contingent in the 
UJN. force has previously 
been free of any controversy 
over the behaviour of its 
members. 
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11:30 Jeddah (add.) 

(RJ) 

11:45 Moscow (RI) 

12:15 —Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
12*20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

13:00 Paris (RJ) 

13:20 London (RJ) 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

1&15 .Moscow (add) (RJ) 

20t35 Lamaca(RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RI) 

21:20 — — — Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 .Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

22:30 _ Kuala Lumpur; Jakarta (RJ) 

02.-00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:15 — — Istanbul (TK) 

07:00 Frankfurt (LH) 

0&2Q London (BA) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

14-JO .Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 _Abu Dhabi (GF) 

16r00 -Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

16:30 Doha(QR) 

T7HJ0 -Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22-JO Cairo (MS) 

02:15 — Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Rome(AZ) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
07:45 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW) 

09:15 Aqaba (KW) 

Kh30 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
17:45 Amman (Marks Airport) 
(RW) 

lfcss JIUAviv(KW) 

21-J0 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22^50 Aqaba (RW) 
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'■■ Cabinet 
approves 
$1.15'm EU 
grant for 
medical 
equipment 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Mi nisters has 
approved a nearly $1.15 mil- 
lion grant from the European 
Union to Jordan to help 
finance the purchase of med- 
ical equipment for the Pales- 
tinian reftigee camps in Jexash 
and Baqaa and for the Shal 
Ialeh district of Aqaba. 

During a regular session on 
Tuesday, the Cabinet also 
approved the formation of a 
committee to prepare for the 
Joidanian-Tunisian Higher 
Committee meeting in Tunis. 
The preparatory committee 
will convene in Tunis on April 
19-20. Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Hani Mulfri 
will head the team to the 
preparatory meeting. 

The Joidanian side to the 
higher committee meeting, 
which will be cochaired by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and his Tunisian coun- 
terpart, groups die ministers 
of foreign affairs, culture and 
youth, municipal and rural 
affairs and the environment, 
industry, trade and supply, and 
adrainistratrve development 
The Council of Ministers 
formed a delegation to take 
part in the fourth conference 
on bio-diversity, which win 
be held in Slovakia in early 
May. Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Tawfiq Kreis- 
han will lead the delegation. 

The Cabinet fbrmsd a dele- 
gation led by Minister of 
Eneigy and Mineral 
Resources Mohammad Saleh 
Hotani to take part in the Arab 
eoesgy meeting, to be held in 
Damascus on May 10 under 
the auspices of die Arab 
League and the Organisation 
of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Cbunc^^mdisajsscoardma- I 
'^^OT ambng Arab countries m r [ 
energy-related fields. 

At the session, the Council 
formed a delegation led by the 
director general of the Qvfl 
Aviation Authority to attend a 
meeting by the Arab Air 
Transport Federation in Tunis 
later this month. A delegation, 
led by Ibrahim Badran, direc- 
tor general of the Palestinian 
Affairs Department, was 
assembled to attend a meeting 
chi refugees to be held in 
Canada from April 19-21. 

The Council of Ministers 
fanned a delegation led by 
Waleed Sadi to attend a diplo- 
matic conference in Rome on 
the formation of an interna- 
tional criminal court The 
meeting will take place from 
June 15-17. 


what’s going 
on 


FILMS 

* Spanish children’s film 

"Palace’' at Institute* Cer- 
vantes. label Amman chi 
Thursday at 5:00 pm. 

* “Fern Gully: The Last 
Rainforest” at the American 
Center, Abdocn on Thursday 
at 5:00 pm. 

CONCERT 

'The cycle “The Miracle of] 
Life” from the poems of Jabra 
Ibrahim Jabra, composed by 
Agnes Bashir, will be sung by 
Tania Tamara Nasser at Darat 
A Funun, Jabal Wdlxteh on 
Friday, April 17 (7:00 p.ra.- 
9*10 p.m.). 

POETRY RECITAL 

* Poeoy recital (in English) 
of Etel Adnan poems by May 
Muzafiar at Darat A1 Funun, 
'Jabal Wribdeh on Thursday at 
7:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* ‘Mount Nebo. New 
Archaeological Excavations 
1967-1997” by Professor 
Midiele HcciriCo on Thurs- 
day atthe EtiewJs ofArchaeol- 
ogy Soci ety at 6:30 pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Private collection of Jan 
Kassay entitled “Flower; 
Series” at the Jordan River 

{ Designs Prtg'ect showroom, 
Jabal Amman (Tel. 
[4613081/2), until April 22. 

* Photographic exhibition 
entitled “A tour in the Dead 
Sea" by Jaussen and Savignac 
at the French Cultural Centre, 
until April 30. 



PRINCESS RAHMA ATTENDS GRADUATION CEREMONY: HRH Princess 
Rahma on Wednesday attends the graduation ceremony of the participants in 
training programmes organised by the Jordanian Women's Union/Balqa branch. 
The ceremony took place at SL George's Society in Salt (Petra photo) 


Opposition urges PNA to stop 
crackdown on Hamas leaders 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A senior Islamist 
leader Wednesday urged the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) to stop cracking down 
on the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, following 
the assassination of a top 
group member in the West 
Bank. 

Hammam Sa’id, deputy sec- 
retary general of the Islamic 
Action front flAF) party, also 
warned the PNA against “any 
attempt to liquidate Hamas' 
military arm, Izzedine Qas- 
sam.” 

Dr. Sa'id, who was speaking 
at a press conference by tire 
coalition of 12 opposition par- 
ties. was commenting on the 
dispute between Hamas and 
the PNA which erupted fol- 
lowing the killing of Hamas’ 
top bomb maker. Moheiddine 
Sharif, on March 29. 

The PNA said the killing of 
Sharif was carried out by 
Hamas members and launched 
a crack down against the 
group's activists in the West 


Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Hamas rejected the charges 
and called upon the PNA~ to 
release all Hamas detainees. 

"The wide-ranging Islamic 
movement will not remain 
silent on the liquidation of 
Hamas and considers this mat- 
ter a red line that should not be 
crossed.” Dr. Sa’id, also a for- 
mer deputy, said. 

“Any case that could lead to 
an internal feud among the 
Palestinian people wtilf not 
only have an impact on the 
Palestinians but also the out- 
side world,” he added. 

“Everyone that helps put an 
end to the jihad [struggle] of 
the Palestinian people will be 
held accountable for his 
actions,” the IAF spokesper- 
son said. 

The secretary general of the 
Jordan People’s Democratic 
Party (HASHD). Salim Nah- 
has. said Jordanian parties 
were ready to mediate 
between the PNA and Hamas. 

“What concerns us most is 
putting an end to the tension 
between the two sides and 
stopping a possible confronta- 


tion.” Mr. Nahhas said. 

“We are ready to mediate 
between the two Sides if asked 
by one of the two concerned 
parties,” Mr Nahhas added. 

A member of the coalition. 
Deputy Mohammad Oran, 
criticised the PNA crackdown 
against Hamas, which he said 
“is nothing but a concession to 
Israeli and American pres- 
sures.” 

“We warn the PNA against 
continuing its campaign to liq- 
uidate the nationalist... forces 
in an attempt to put out the 
flame of resistance among the 
Palestinian people.” Dr. Oran 

artrlivi 

“We call for establishing an 
independent investigation 
committee that would look for 
those responsible for the assas- 
sination of the martyr Sharif,” 
the deputy, who represents the 
Arab Land Party, said. 

The opposition parties sent 
appeals to Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat and Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esraat Abdul Meguid to help 
defuse the tension between the 
two sides. 


New Indian ambassador 
presents credentials 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Jawad Anani on 
Wednesday received the cre- 
dentials of the new Indian 
ambassador to Jordan, Sha- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

ran Singh. 

Education minister asks 
committee to prepare for 
next school year 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 


of Education and Higher Edu- 
cation Mohammad Haradan 
on Wednesday presided over a 
meeting of the ministry's plan- 
ning committee. During the 
meeting. Dr. Haradan stressed 
the need for taking all required 
preparations for die coming 
1998-1999 school year. 


Israel to construct new passenger 
terminal at Aqaba international airport 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Israel will build 
a new terminal for passengers 
bound for Eilat at Jordan's 
Aqaba International Airport, 
currently used by both states as 
stipulated under the 1994 
peace treaty, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The new passenger terminal, 
to be built cm the Israeli side of 
the border, will be financed by 
Israel to facilitate extra traffic 
at the Aqaba airport, director 
general of the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA ), Capt. Josser 
Ziyyad. told the Jordan Times. 

The new plan envisages 


using the Aqaba runway for all 
incoming flights, the terminal 
currently in use on the Jordan- 
ian side of the border for pas- 
sengers bound for the King- 
dom. and the new terminal 
four kilometres away from the 
runway; for passengers going 
to die Jewish stare. 

Israeli Embassy spokesper- 
son Ro’ey Gilod said Israel 
expects half a million passen- 
. gers annually to pass through 
the new terminal, which "is 
expected to be finished in oik 
year. 

The joint use of Aqaba Inter- 
national .Airport is a pilot pro- 
ject launched last September, 
initially for a trial period of 


four months. 

Copt. Ziyyad said Jordan has 
requested that the trial period 
be extended. 

Currently the Aqaba airport 
receives three Israeli earner 
flights from Europe a week. 

Mr. Gilad said Israel’s 5 10 
million investment was testi- 
mony to the success of the 
pilot'projecL 

_ The project ran into difficul- 
ties las month when Jordan 
complained that Israel was not 
sticking to its side of the bar- 
gain bv tvx upping the three 
weekly flights to 15-35 as stip- 
ulated in the September agree- 
ment. 

In reply, Israel reiterated its 


commitment to the project and 
vowed to increase the number 
of flights, although a specific 
number w-as never set. 

Describing the new plan as 
an “interim solution and a step 
towards building the joint 
peace airport,” CapL Ziyyad 
said he expected that the 
Aqaba airport will witness an 
upsurge in the number of in- 
bound flights after Israel’s pro- 
posed terminal is completed 

Opt Ziyyad added that 
Israel will have sole jurisdic- 
tion over the terminal as well 
as iis own security, since it will 
be on Israeli soil. 


ICRC, Red 

Crescent 

open 

orientation 

meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
International Commiuee of the 
Red Cross t ICRC.) and the Jor- 
danian National Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCS) Wednesday 
opened a two-day meeting in 
Amman to orient JNRCS 
workers on international 
humanitarian law. 

A total of 70 JNRCS work- 
ers in the Kingdom along with 
representatives of a number of 
schools are taking pan in the 
meeting, which was opened 
by JNRCS President Moham- 
mad Hadid. 

In his opening address. Dr. 
Hadid reviewed JNRCS 
achievements, noting in partic- 
ular the recent expansion of 
the Red Crescent Hospital the 
creation of a vocational train- 
ing centre thai offers free train- 
ing to up to 400 women annu- 
ally. and first aid training for 
members of the local commu- 
nity. 

He said the JNRCS wil] cel- 
ebrate its 50th anniversaiy this 
year under Royal patronage, 
and several veteran society 
workers will be honoured. 

The head of the ICRC dele- 
gation in Jondan, Jacques de 
Maio, reviewed scopes of 
cooperation between the 
ICRC and the JNRCS, noting 
that special emphasis is being 
placed on the role which the 
youth can play in voluntary 
and humanitarian fields. 


Prosecution asks court to 
uphold man’s death sentence 


By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prosecutor 
Zuhair Atiyai has asked the 
Criminal Court to uphold the 
death sentence handed down 
to a 52-year-old man. convict- 
ed last year for the 1989 mur- 
der of his wife, following a 
higher court's request to 
reconsider the original sen- 
tence. 

Ahmad Ali was sentenced 
to death by the Criminal Couut 
on Dec. 8. 1997. after he was 
found guilty of the premedi- 
tated murder of his wife 
Amneh Hasson. 40, in the 
Tabakei Fahel area in the 
northern pan of the Kingdom. 

Mr. Ali had claimed in court 
that be killed and buried his 
wife in 3 cave for reasons of 
honour, stating that “he saw a 


man leaving his house late at 
nighL” 

However, the Criminal 
Court then rejected his pleas 
of cleansing his honour and 
sentenced him to death. 

But last month, the Court of 
Cassation returned the case to 
the Criminal Court asking it to 
“reconsider the defendant's 
accusations and determine if 
he should benefit from a 
reduction in penalty.” 

The defendant was arrested 
by police in August after a 
man discovered Ms. Hassan's 
remains in the cave. 

Mr. Ali told interrogators 
that he plotted to kill his wife 
after seeing a man leave his 
house late ai night in 1989 
upon lemming home from a 
party. 

"Ahmad claimed that his 
wife, the mother of nine. 


denied having relations with 
anyone, but he did not believe 
her and plotted io kill her.” 
according to court papers. 

On the evening of the inci- 
dent, it maintained, the defen- 
dant lured his wife to a desert- 
ed cave, shot her twice in the 
back and buried her in the 
cave, the court said. 

The following morning, the 
court added, die defendant 
asked his children about his 
wife’s whereabouts, then went 
and placed a missing person 
ad in the newspaper. 

Two months later, the defen- 
dant married another woman, 
the court stated. 

The court tribunal, beaded 
by Judge Jihad Khasawneh 
and including Justices Yassin 
Abdullai and Ahmad Khatib, 
postponed the trial to April 28 
to issue a verdict 


ILO official, ministry review cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The assis- 
tant director general of the 
International Labour Organisa- 
tion (ILO). Ibrahim Sous, con- 
ferred in Amman Wednesday 
with Minister of Labour 
Mohammad Fahan and 
reviewed the organisation's 
activities in the Arab World and 
ILO-Jordanian cooperation. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Saleh Tarawneh and a number 
of ministry officials presented 
ideas on the prospects of boost- 
ing ILO-Jordanian cooperation, 
particularly in die fields of train- 
ing, labour dispute settlement 


and labour-related inspection 
operations. 

The two sides also discussed 
•die possibility of the ELO pro- 
viding Jordan with funding 
needed for developing a min- 
istry system on collecting 
labour-related information, 
ensuring occupational health 
and educating die labour force. 

Dr. Sous said the ILO has no 
funds to offer die Kingdom but 
added that the organisation was 
ready to cooperate with Jordan 
in conducting labour-related 
feasibility studies and assisting 
the country in securing funding 


from world organisations. 

He expressed hope that Jor- 
dan would benefit more from 
the. ILO-s plans for. the year 
ending in 2001. 

Dr. Sous later met with 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Jawad Anani 
and reviewed ILO-Jordanian 
cooperation in labour-related 
fields. 

Also Wednesday, Dr. Sous 
met with the executive director 
of the Noor AI Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF), Sima Bahous, 
with whom he reviewed die 
NHF s achievements and plans. 


Muslim Brotherhood continues to expand popular appeal despite setbacks 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood has expanded 
its base and tightened its grip 
over civil society institutions 
despite internal feuds and its 
decision to boycott last year’s 
general elections, political 
analysts and government 
officials said. 

In union and university 
elections held over the last 
three months, the Islamists 
and their allies reasserted 
their total control over three 
professional associations, 
including the influential 
3S,000-strong Jordan Engi- 
neers Association (JEA), and 
dominated student councils at 
five universities. 

“This is a clear indication 
that the Brotherhood remains 
the number one and most 
organised political force and 
that it is also gaining more 
popular support.” said a 
senior government official 
who requested anonymity. 

Rising poverty and unem- 
ployment, coupled with the 
inability of leftist and pan- 
Arabist parties to grow and 
the failure of die 1994 Israel- 
Jordan peace treaty to deliver 
many of the promised eco- 
nomic dividends, have 
worked for the country’s old- 
est movement, independent 
politicians said. 

Ongoing traditional rifts 
between the group’s “hawks” 
and “doves” do not seem to 
have hindered the Brother- 
hood's political expansion. 

The Islamists won all coun- 
cil seals, the chair and deputy 
posts in the Jordan Agricul- 
tural Engineers Association, 
the JEA and the Jordan Nurs- 
es Association. 

Islamists are also tipped to 
win a comfortable majority in 


the upcoming elections of the 
Pharmacists Association, tra- 
ditionally a leftist stronghold. 

In an unexpected develop- 
ment, Islamists and their 
allies won 75 per cent of the 
student council seats at Mu’ta 
University. 

The introduction of a one- 
person, one-vote electoral 
system at the University of 
Jordan only partially loos- 
ened the hold of the Islamist 
bloc, which won 51 of the 80 
student council seats at the 
state -run university. 

Islamist candidates also 
secured a majority of council 
seats in recent elections at 
Zarqa Private University. 
Yarmouk University, and 
Balqa Applied Sciences Uni- 
versity. 

Analysts said the Brother- 
hood's popularity increased 
after the movement refined 
their political outlook, bring- 
ing it more in line with the 
demands and sentiments of 
the masses. 

The diminishing influence 
of leftist and nationalist par- 
ties, traditional rivals of the 
Islamists among the opposi- 
tion, and the government’s 
perceived inflexible and 
tough policies also played to 
their advantage. 

In addition, the Brother- 
hood’s 53 years of political 
experience have enabled it to 
build a network of health, 
educational and social wel- 
fare institutions — parallel to 
and at times a substitute for 
state apparata. 

Compared to other parties, 
fund-raising has never been a 
major problem, with money 
coming in from rich support- 
ers, including prominent 
merchants and from the inter- 
national Brotherhood move- 
ment 

The group was registered in 


Jordan as a charitable organi- 
sation in 1945. a status that 
allowed it to escape the 1957- 
1992 ban on all political par- 
ties. 

While the Muslim Brothers 
continued to operate publicly, 
many of their leftist col- 
leagues went underground or 
languished for years in jails. 

In a country where many 
people are traditionally con- 
servative Muslims, they were 
able to penetrate the various 
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social echelons. 

"They are at every comer 
and in every school and 
shop,” the government offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times. 

The Brotherhood has 
shown more pragmatism 
over the last four years, 
developing its political plat- 
form and language to boost 
its appeal to followers rang- 
ing from rich to poor and 
from illiterate to intellectual 
‘Today, the movement is 
more sophisticated and 
stronger than ever,” said 
Ibrahim Gharaibeh, an expert 
on Islamic movements and 
editor-in-chief of the Islamic 
monthly, AI Ummah. 

A comparison between 
conditions set by the Brother- 
hood to join the government 
of former Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran (1989-1991) 
— their only participation in 
government — and reasons 
behind their historic boycott 
of die Nov. 4 elections, clear- 
ly reflected a change in prior- 
ities. 

A 14-point list submitted to 
Mr. Badran at the height of 
their parliamentary represen- 
tation in 1989 reflected what 
Mr. Gharaibeh defined as “a 
romantic vision of politics.’’ 
They included demands for 


enforcing Sharia (Islamic 
law), including amending all 
legislation contradicting it, 
restoring personal hinds 
deposited abroad in order to 
finance development projects 
and banning alcohol sales to 
Muslims. 

However, they only man- 
aged to ban alcohol on Royal 
Jordanian flights to and from 
Arab capitals, temporarily 
segregate sexes at some of 
the ministries they ran, and 
set up a Sharia college at 
Yarmouk University. 

These actions alarmed 
many Jordanians, long accus- 
tomed to liberal policies and 
social tolerance. 

“But last year, when they 
announced the boycott of the 
general elections, they con- 
fronted the government with 
real political concerns such as 
human rights, civic and polit- 
ical freedoms, and constitu- 
tional reforms” Mr. 
Gharaibeh stressed 

Though the Brotherhood 
fiercely” opposed the 1994 
peace treaty with Israel the 
movement’s leader, Abdul 
Majeed Thneibat, steered 
clear from including the 
abrogation of the treaty 
among the conditions to par- 
ticipate in the 1997 elections. 

Instead, they demanded a 
hall io “normalisation with 
the Zionist enemy,” an indi- 
cation of the party's increased 
pragmatism. 

The failure of leftist and 
nationalist groups to expand 
their power base helped pro- 
vide the Islamist movement 
with new pockets of support- 
ers. 

The left-failed to renew its 
leadership and re-package its 
political programme in order 
to recruit more youths,” said 
social democrat Jamil Nirari. 

“And when a political force 


loses the support of the 
youth, it loses almost every- 
thing,” added Mr. Nimri. a 
columnist at AI Arab AI 
Yawtn newspaper. 

Islamic movements also 
appear to have gained from 
the widely perceived restric- 
tions on civil and public free- 
doms, which culminated in 
riots in the southern poverty- 
stricken city’ of Ma’an in Feb- 
ruary'. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
and its political arm, the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF). 
have been vocal critics of the 
policies of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali since his 
government was sworn in 
last March. 

They strongly rejected last 


May’s controversial amend- 
ments to the press law, criti- 
cised at home and abroad for 
“placing freedom of expres- 
sion under siege.” 

They have also blasted the 
“one-person, one-vote” elec- 
toral system used in the 1993 
and 1997 general elections on 
grounds that it encouraged 
tribalism at the expense of 
political parties. 

Two weeks ago, they 
accused the government of 
“bluffing” when ft published 
a long-awaited draft elections 
law that retained most of the 
old articles. 

Their campaign against the 
government’s controversial 
privatisation drive, which 
they argue is tailored to bene- 


fit “only a handful of the gov- 
ernment’s friends,” not the 
large majority of Jordanians, 
has won wide support 
“People know where we 
stand.” said a Muslim Broth- 
erhood leader who requested 
anonymity. “We are against 
restrictions on the press and 
public liberties and against 
the one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem,” he added. “We are also 
against corruption, 

favouritism and nepotism 
and the way in which privati- 
sation is being carried out.” 
“The more the government 
goes against the people, the 
more the people will turn to 
us. You could say the govern- 
ment is helping us enlarge the 
movement.” 



Citibank Jordan is seeking to employ Jordanians to fill 
the position of a Relationship Manager 
The applicant should have: 

* A CPA, or MBA degree or MA in Economics, Accounting or 
Finance preferably from a U 5 . or U JK.. University. 

* Strong financial analytical abilities, 

* 2-5 years experience in banking. 

* Excellent Computer skills are a must. 

* Fluency in English, with excellent writing abilities. 

* Strong ability to meet deadlines. 

Kindly note that applicants who do not meet the above 
qualifications will not be considered. 

Applications along with a current Curriculum Vitae, and a passport 
size photo should be mailed to the following address before April 
25,1998. 

Citibank Jordan 

Relationship Manager Opportunities 
P.O.Box 5055 
Ammon 11183, Jordan 
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Communists dig heels in over 


Kiriyenko nomination as premier 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia's Communists dug 
their heels in Wednesday 
over the nomination of 
Sergei Kiriyenko as pre- 
mier. insisting they would 
oppose the candidate 
despite the 'defection* of 
one of their most influential 
leaders. 

Senior Communist deputy 
Viktor Ilyukhin warned that 
the party would maintain its 
opposition to President 
Boris Yeltsin’s protege a 
day after state Duma speak- 
er Gennady Seleznyov 
broke party ranks and came 
out in support of Mr. 
Kiriyenko. 

“Seleznyov has expressed 
his point of view." said Mr. 
Ilyukhin. a hardline 
Communist. “I can say that 
Friday the Communist 
group will vote against the 
candidacy of Mr. 
Kiriyenko," he added, 
according to ITAR-TASS. 

The lower house Duma is 
due to consider Mr. 
Kiriyenko's candidacy in a 
second vote Friday after 
rejecting Mr. Yeltsin’s 
young lieutenant by 1S6 
votes against to 143 in 
favour last Friday. 

The Communist Party and 
its allies, who command 
221 seats in the 450-seat 
state Duma lower house, 
have persisted in their oppo- 
sition to Mr. Kiriyenko, 
arguing that at 35 and with 
barely a year in the govern- 
ment he is too young and 
inexperienced to become 
prime minister. 

Mr. Seleznyov, a moder- 
ate though influential mem- 
ber of the party, said 
Tuesday however that the 
Duma had to approve Mr. 
Kiriyenko’s nomination to 
avert the spectre of dissolu- 
tion. 

The speaker added that he 
expected the fresh-faced 


reformer to prevail Friday 
by winning at least 235 
votes, a view to which most 
political analysts now sub- 
scribe. 

“Seleznyov seems so con- 
fident he even gave the 
number of votes." said 
Dmitry Trenin, political 
analyst at the Carnegie 
Endowment think-tank. “He 
is much closer to the main 
stream of the Communist 
Party” than Mr. Ilyukhin. 

“I think Kiriyenko will get 
just enough votes." 

But the head of the pro- 
govemment Our Home Is 
Russia parliamentary bloc. 
Alexander Shokhin. was 
less confident, predicting a 
maximum of 200 votes for 
Mr. Kiriyenko Friday, well 
short of the 226 simple 
majority he needs. 


Mr. Shokhin added how- 
ever, that Mr. Yeltsin’s can- 
didate would prevail in the 
decisive third round. 

Mr. Kiriyenko’s task 
could be a little harder 
Friday as a result of a voting 
amendment pushed through 
by the Communists in the 
Duma Wednesday which 
gives the parliament the 
right to hold open ballots. 

Last Friday’s ballot was 
secret, but if deputies 
muster a majority in favour 
of an open vote this week, 
legislators will have to 
show how they cast their 
ballots. 

“Evpry voter must know 
for whom his deputy votes,” 
said Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov, whose 
party has moved for an open 
vote to enforce party unity 


in the crucial ballot and pre- 
vent vote-buying. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who withdrew 
to his countiyside retreat 
Wednesday to prepare for 
bis upcoming trip to Japan, 
indicated earlier this week 
thai be would reward 
deputies who adopted a 
“constructive attitude" over 
the confirmation vote. 

In a further sign that 
deputies still intend to put 
up some sort of fight over 
the nomination, deputies 
voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of appealing to the 
Constitutional Court for a 
ruling on whether Mr. 
Yeltsin acted illegally in 
reproposing Mr. Kiriyenko. 

Under the constitution, the 
president can dissolve the 
Duma if it votes on three 


Russian deputies appeal 
to court over Kiriyenko 


renomination 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The Russian parliament turned 
Wednesday to the Constitutional Court to contest President 
Boris Yeltsin's reoomination of Sergei Kiriyenko to the 
post of prime minister. 

Deputies voted by 305 votes in favour to just two against 
to lodge an appeal with Russia’s top court, arguing that 
according to the constitution the president is not entitled to 
propose die same candidate twice. 

But the court has already said it will not intervene in the 
stand-off between Mr. Yeltsin and his political foes in the 
state Duma lower house, which is poised for a climax 
Friday when deputies vote for a second time on Mr. 
Kiriyenko's nomination. 

According to the constitution, the president is entitled to 
dissolve parliament if it votes on three separate occasions 
against his “candidates" for prime minister. 

Communist deputies have argued that the wording 
implies that Mr. Yeltsin must choose different nominees on 
each separate vote. 

Mr. Yeltsin for his part has vowed to stick with Mr. 
Kiriyenko and threatened to dissolve parliament if it does 
not accept his young lieutenant. 


separate occasions against 
his choice for prime minis- 
ter. 

Communist deputies 
argue the wording of the 
constitution implies Mr. 
Yeltsin must choose differ- 
ent nominees on each sepa- 
rate vote, but the top 
Russian court has already 
said it will not intervene in 
the political stand-off. 

The latest furious tussle 
between president and par- 
liament was touched off 
when Mr. Yeltsin upset the 
delicate power balance in 
Moscow by abruptly sack- 
ing his government on 
March 23 and plucking Mr. 
Kiriyenko from semi- 
obscurity to draw up a new 
cabinet and economic pro- 
gramme. 

The Russian president has 
vowed to stick by his candi- 
date. even if it means dis- 
solving the parliament 
while the Communists have 
pledged to oppose him. 
threatening Russia's most 
serious political showdown 
since the parliamentary 
uprising of October 1993. 


Japan’s Red Cross attacks N. Korean 
secrecy on homecoming visits 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
Red Cross called on North 
Korea Wednesday to help 
remove the secrecy sur- 
rounding homecoming vis- 
its by Japanese women mar- 
ried to Koreans and all but 
isolated in the diehard 
Stalinist state. 

Tadateru Konoe. vice 
president of the Japanese 
Red Cross Society, issued 
the appeal a day after 
returning from a four-day 
trip to the famine-hit coun- 
try. 

The Red Cross official 
discussed relief aid and 
other humanitarian issues 
with his North Korean 
counterpart in Pyongyang 
and toured areas hit by 
floods in recent years. 

Two groups of Japanese- 
born women in North 
Korea, numbering 15 and 
12. respectively, were 
allowed by Pyongyang to 
visit relatives in Japan last 
November and February. 

The decision to allow the 
visits was widely seen as 
being linked to 
Pyongyang's bid to woo aid 
from Tokyo. 

But Mr. Konoe told a 
news conference that the 
visiting women tended to 
shun the media in Japan and 
only a chosen few made 
“somewhat stereotyped 
answers” to questions from 
reporters. 

“It chills the atmosphere." 
he said. “The meaning of 
our (home visit) project 
would rather be deeper if 
we can hear a bit more from 
each one of them about 
what they really have in 
their minds." 

“This way. we can give 
impetus to progress in the 


project." he said. 

“We need to gain an 
understanding on this point 
from people concerned.” 
said Mr. Konoe, who met Ri 
Cbong-Ho. vice president 
of the North Korean Red 
Cross Society, and other 
officials in Pyongyang. 
“That is what I have said 
over there ” 

Mr. Konoe was the high- 
est Japanese Red Cross offi- 
cial to visit North Korea 
since 1956 when the then 
vice president of the organi- 
sation went to discuss the 
repatriation of Japanese left 
in the country at the end of 
World War II. 

He said that a third batch 
of around 15 Japanese-born 
wives in North Korea was 
expected to come home in 
mid-May if necessary pro- 
cedures, including a bilater- 
al agreement on the group’s 
composition, can be com- 
pleted smoothly. 

About 1.800 Japanese 
women moved to North 
Korea with their Korean 
husbands under a Red Cross 
repatriation programme 
between 1959 and 1984 as 
Kim ll-Sung’s Stalinist state 
lured them with promises of 
a workers' paradise. 

Many more Japanese were 
reported to have changed 
their nationality before 
moving to the north of the 
Korean Peninsula, which 
was divided into 
Communist and capitalist 
halves after colonial 
Japanese rule from 1910 to 
1945. 

Most of the Japanese-born 
spouses remained unheard 
from by their relatives at 
home. 

But Pyongyang approved 


an unprecedented home- 
coming visit by a select 
group of these women when 
Tokyo decided to give S27 
million in food aid to the 
North. 

Japan had been reluctant 
to help North Korea 
because of the suspected 
abduction of at least 10 
Japanese nationals by North 
Korea in the 1970s and 
1980s. 

At that time, members of 
the group declined to com- 
ment when they were asked 
about what had happened to 
other spouses. 

The second home-coming 
group received somewhat 
colder treatment. All of 
their families in Japan 
declined to be named pub- 
licly and some of the wives 
were even shunned by their 
relatives. 

North Korea's official 
media have published let- 
ters of thanks from mem- 
bers of the two homecom- 
ing groups to North Korea's 
supreme leader Kim Jong- 
11. the eldest son of the late 
Kim Il-Sung. 

The letters praised the 
younger Mr. Kim for his 
benevolence and extolled 
the virtues of socialism. 

Mr. Konoe said he had 
suggested to North Koreans 
thaf the alleged abduction 
cases might be settled “at 
humanitarian level” if they 
could not be handled at 
‘■political level.” 

“This is the biggest ques- 
tion weighing over the pub- 
lic sentiment in Japan," he 
said, adding that Tokyo- 
Pyongyang relations would 
not improve greatly if it 
remained unresolved. 


HIV 

Australian 
faces world 
first charges 

of 

endangering 
unborn child 


MELBOURNE. Australia 
(.AFP) — An Australian man 
with HTV faced what are 
believed to be the world's 
first charges Wednesday of 
endangering the life of an 
unborn child by unprotected 
sex. 


Christopher Dirckze. a 
s truck-off doctor, appeared in 
Melbourne Magistrates Court 
on six counts of reckless con- 
duct endangering life. 

It is charged that Mr. 
Dirckze. 41. had sexual inter- 
course with his pregnant wife 
knowing he had the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV). 

Three charges relate to the 
alleged reckless endangering 
of his wife, and the others to 
the reckless endangering of 
his unborn child at concep- 
tion and in the uterus. 

Mr. Dirckze was struck off 
the medical register last year 
after the Medical 
Practitioners Board of 
Victoria state found he had 
unprotected sex with two 
patients and abused his posi- 
tion to borrow- large sums of 
money from patients. 

The board found him 
"guilty of infamous conduct 
in a professional respect.” 

Magistrate Barbara 

Cotterill granted bail and 
adjourned the case for a com- 
mittal mention on June 10. 


6,300 children poisoned by iodine supplements in China 


BEIJING (AFP) — Some 
6.300 children in western 
China have been poisoned 
by iodine supplements, 
which were issued after an 
urgent ban on the suspect 
medication, the Guangming 
Daily reported Wednesday. 

The children, all attend- 
ing schools in Lanzhou, the 
capital of Gansu province. 


fell ill when the tablets 
were issued to 70,000 
school children across the 


city. 

By April II. some 109 of 
the affected children had 
been hospitalised with nau- 
sea, vomiting, abdominal 
pains, dizziness and nose 
bleeds. 

In one school, all 470 


pupils who took the supple- 
ments got sick, the newspa- 
per said. 

The iodine supplements 
w r ere banded out despite an 
urgent education ministry 
notice on April 6 forbidding 
further issue of the supple- 
ments following a series of 
poisonings across the 
nation. 


Some 412 pupils at a 
school in the eastern 
Chinese province of 
Shandong fell ill last week 
after they were given the 
unauthorised health supple- 
ments. 

Similar cases have also 
been reported in Anhui. 
Henan and Sichuan 
provinces. 



Katharine Graham, chairperson of the Executive Committee of the Washington Post, 
is congratulated by Post Executive Editor Leonard Downie Jr. (right) mid Fost 
employees after winning a Pulitzer Prize For biography for her memoir “Personal 
History'* ( Reuters photo) 


New York Times staff wins Pulitzer 


for series on Mexican corruption 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
The New York Times won 
the Pulitzer ’prize for for- 
eign reporting for stories 
on Mexican corruption, 
while the public service 
award went to a North 
Dakota daily for reporting 
on the Grand Forks floods. 
Columbia University- 
announced Tuesday. 

The Grand Forks Herald 
won the prize, the most 
prestigious in U.S. journal- 
ism. for stories “that 
helped hold its community 
together in the wake of 
flooding, a blizzard and 
fire that devastated much 
of the city, including the 
newspaper plant itself.” 
New York Times 
reporters won the interna- 
tional reporting prize for a 
series that “profiled the 
corrosive effects of drug 
corruption in Mexico.” 
Mike McAiaiy of the 
New York Daily News 
won the commentary 
award for “his coverage of 
the brutalisation of a 
Haitian immigrant by 


police officers at a 
Brooklyn stationhouse.” 

The Los Angeles Times 
staff won the breaking 
□ew-s award for its cover- 
age of a failed bank rob- 
bery and shoot-out with 
police in north Hollywood. 

Gary Cohn and Will 
Englund of the Baltimore 
Sun won the Pulitzer for 
investigative reporting for 
their stories on’ the interna- 
tional ship-dismantling 
industry, including the 
labour and environmental 
implications of discarded 
ships. 

The 22 prizes for journal- 
ism. literature and music 
come with monetary aw- 
ards of S5-000. The inde- 
pendent Pulitzer prize 
board decides on the win- 


ners. 

In addition to interna- 
tional reporting, the New 
York Times won two other 
Pulitzers, bringing to 77 
the number that the daily 
has garnered. 

Linda Greenhouse, who 
covers the U.S. supreme 


court, won for beat report- 
ing for her “consistently 
illuminating coverage" of 
the institution, while critic 
Michiko Kakutani won for 
“her passionate, intelligent 
writing on books and con- 
temporary literature.” 

The spot news photogra- 
phy prize went to Martha 
Rial of the Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette “for her life-aff- 
irming portraits of sur- 
vivors of the conflicts in 
Rwanda and Burundi." 

The Pulitzer prize for lit- 
erature went to Philip Roth 
for his novel “American 
Pastoral" while Charles 
Wright won the poetry 
prize for “Black Zodiac.” 

Paula Vogel won the 
drama prize for “how I 
learned to drive." a play 
about mcest. 

The Pulitzer prize for 
music went to Aaron Jay 
Kerais for his “String quar- 
tet 2 (musica instrumental- 
is>.” and composer George 
Gershwin received a spe- 
cial mention honouring the 
centenary of his birth. 


Czech parliament approves 
NATO membership 


PRAGUE (AFP) — The 
Chamber of Deputies voted 
unanimously Wednesday to 
let the Czech Republic join 
NATO. 

The vote was 154 in 
favour and 38 against in the 
200-seat assembly. 

The chamber's speaker. 


Milos Zeman. went along 
with the government pro- 
membership drive even 
though his social democrat- 
ic CSSD party had until 
now been pushing for a ref- 
erendum. 

Still, he said debate in the 
chamber had been rushed. 


NATO has agreed to take 
in the Czech Republic. 
Poland and Hungary as the 
First members from the for- 
mer Warsaw pact. 

Membership negotiations 
are supposed to wrap up in 
time for the alliance’s 50th 
anniversary in 1999. 


Vaclav Havel not yet 
completely out of danger 


INNSBRUCK. Austria 
(AFP) — Czech President 
Vaclav Havel is awake and 
doing well after emergency 
bowel surgery Tuesday in 
Austria, “but he is not yet 
completely out of danger.” 
doctors told AFP 
Wednesday. 

“He is doing well and has 
been talking and reading, but 
it will be about a week 
before we can be sure that 
there are no complications." 
said Professor Ernst Bodner. 
head of the medical team 
that operated on Mr. Havel. 

Chief anaesthetise Norbert 
Mutz said Mr. Havel’s con- 
dition was stabilised by laie 
Tuesday evening, and that he 
had been taken off an artifi- 
cial respirator at 6 a.m. 

"He’s in surprisingly good 
condition after such a "seri- 
ous operation." Mr. Mudz 
said after speaking with Mr. 
Havel for 45 minutes. 

Mr. Havel remained in 
intensive care on the second 
floor of the university clinic 
in the centre of the Tyrolean 
capital. 

As a dissident playwright. 
Mr. Havel led the Velvet 
Revolution that ended 
Communist rule in what was 
then Czechoslovakia in 
I9S9. 

He went on to be elected 
Czech president in 1993. and 
was reelected for a second 
term in January of this year. 

Mr. Havel’s wife Dagmar. 
who was staying at her hus- 
band's bedside, said he had 


called for her in the early 
hours Wednesday. 

“He could not speak 
because he had a tube in his 
mouth." she said, "but he 
wrote things down on bits of 
paper. They were very pri- 
vate messages." 

“He’s feeling fine and has 
no pain." she told the press 
conference. 

She added that Mr. Havel 
had received a fax wishing 
him well from U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright and was expected 
to speak during the day with 
Austrian President Thomas 
Kies til. 

Professor Bodner told 
reporters that Mr. Havel’s 
condition was excellent. “At 
the moment, the serious 
intestine infection appears to 
be under control. He no 
longer has an infection.” 

Bul he cautioned, ”ihe ill- 
ness is such that serious 
complications are possible 
for several days after the 
operation. We could again 
find ourselves in a difficult 
situation." 

Such complications could 
include a reinfection either 
in the abdominal cavity or in 
the area of the surgical scar, 
which was about 20 cen- 
timetres long. 

Professor Bodner said he 
had removed about 30 cen- 
timetres of Mr. Havel’s 
lower intestine. 

Mr. Havel's personal doc- 
tor. Ilja Kotik, who had 
rushed to Innsbruck from 


Prague, also sounded a note 
of caution. “At the moment, 
we can confirm there is rea- 
son for optimism but we 
must wait for a few days to 
be sure,” he said. 

Mr. Havel’s wife gave 
details of how the illness 
developed over the Easter 
weekend, saying he had felt 
unw-ell Sunday and devel- 
oped a fever and severe 
stomach pain Monday. 

She gave him aspirin and 
paracetamol to try to lower 
his temperature but Tuesday 
called an ambulance to take 
him to a small clinic at 
Reutte. near their holiday 
home, where blood tests 
were carried out and a perfo- 
rated intestine diagnosed. 

He was flown to" Innsbruck 
by helicopter Tuesday after- 
noon, she said. 

A further medical bulletin 
was scheduled for 5:00 p m 
Wednesday. Doctors 
planned another press con- 
ference Thursday at 10:00 
a m., officials said. 

Dr. Miroslav Cerbak said 
Tuesday that Mr. Havel was 
likely to face “several diffi- 
cult weeks" with the “risk of 
complications.” The 6 1 - 
year-old president had been 
in a dangerous condition 
prior to the operation, he 
added.. 

Mr. Havel had been found 
to be suffering from peri- 
tonitis, a condition in which 
the contents of the intestine 
leak out into the abdominal 
cavity. 


China 
orders 

Russia’s 

most 

advanced 

anti-ship 

missiles 



TAIPEI (AFP) — China 
has ordered an unspecified 
number of deadly piper- 
sonic anti-ship missiles 
from Russia, reports here 
said Wednesday. 

Russia has already start- 
ed producing the Moskit 
missiles, known in the 
West as SS-N-22 
Sunburns, for the Chinese 
navy, the China Times 
reported. 

The value of the deal was 
not dear, the paper said. 

Taiwan’s navy would not 
comment on the report. 

The weapons are far 
more advanced than any 
missiles currently used by 
Western navies and have a 
range of up to 160 kilome- 
tres. the report said. 

They will be installed on 
the four Sovremenny- 
(Modem) class destroyers 
China has ordered from 
Russia, the report said, 
adding China would be the 
first country outside 
Russia to acquire the 
Sunburns. 

Taiwan has already 
announced plans to buy 
four sophisticated U.S.- 
built Aegis destroyers in 
reaction to Beijing’s sus- 
tained naval build-up. 

Professor Chung Chien 
of the National Tsing Hua 
University warned of the 
threat the missiles could 
pose to the Taiwanese 


oa X 


nee targeted by such a 
missile, the navy- will- be 1 
allowed only half the (nor- 
mal) reaction time to shoot 
it down,” Prof. Chung said. 

It was reported that 
Taiwan’s Chungshan 

Institute of Science and 
Technology had success- 
fully test fired the Hsiung 
Feng III, the island's first 
supersonic ship-to-$hip 

missile. 

China has threatened to 
invade Taiwan, which it 
regards as a renegade 
province, should it declare 
formal independence. 


Croatia seeks 
extradition of 
WWII camp 
commandant 


ZAGREB (AFP) — The- 
Zagreb government has 
asked Argentina to extra- 
dite a Croat who ran a 
World War II concentra- 
tion camp in Croatia, a 
foreign ministry official 
said Wednesday. 

The suspect, Dinko 
Sakic, has lived in 
Argentina since 1947. 

“Croatia has officially 
requested the extradition 
of Mr. Sakic, and the 
process is under way. We 
are obviously awaiting 
the response of the 
Argentine government,” 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ivo Sanader told 
reporters. 

Mr. Sanader was speak- 
ing after talks with a vis- 
iting Israeli foreign min- 
istry official, Eytan 
Bentsur. who said Israel 
"fully supports” the 
Croatian government’s 
extradition request. 

Tuesday, a Croatian 
embassy’ official in 
Buenos Aires said 
Argentina had promised 
to extradite Mr. Sakic if 
he was brought out of 
hiding. 

Mr. Sakic, 76, disap- ■ 
peared last week after 
Argentine television- 
broadcast a report in 
which he admitted that he; 
headed a World War II 
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Botha’s 
trial under 
way as 
talks fail 


GEORGE, South Africa 
(AFP) — The trial of P.W. 
Botha commenced, in 
earnest Wednesday morning 
after the former South 
African president broke off 
talks with truth commission 
officials aimed at halting the 
trial 

Truth commission chair- 
man Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu told reporters outside 
the magistrate’s court that 
lawyers had come “within a 
trice” of striking a deal but 
that Mr. Botha had decided 
at the last minute be wanted 
the trial to go ahead. 

Desmond Tutu said he had 
met with Mr. Botha 
Wednesday morning in an 
attempt to persuade the 82- 
year-old apartheid leader to 
appear at a special in-camera 
hearing of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) in the southern city of 
George. 

“I had a chat with him," 
Desmond Tutu said. “He 
seemed adamant he is ready 
to speak only to me" — 
rather than appear before the 
full TRC. The act governing 
the TRC however, did not 
allow for this. 

“Fundamentally for Mr. 
Botha, it stuck in his gullet to 
appear before the commis- 
sion,” Desmoid Tutu said. 
“It is bis view the commis- 
sion has humiliate d his peo- 

. Pie" 

I* Ml Botha is being charged 
for ignoring a subpoena of 
the TRC to appear at a pub- 
lic hearing in December. 

Later, during a five-minute 
break in his trial a defiant 
Mr. Botha told reporters be 
would never appear before 
the commisskKL 
He said tbe impression that 
he was running away from 
die commission was false. 
He was prepared to meet 
Desmond Tutu and 
President Nelson Mandela to 
discuss matters, he added. 
Shortly before being 
moved away from the press 
by one of his lawyers, Mr. 
Botha fired a defiant parting 
shoe “Even if they destroy 
me they cannot destroy my 
soul and my convictions.” 

Tbe truth panel which is 
probing human rights abuses 
during the apartheid years, 
wants to question Mr. Botha 
about the role of his State 
1 Security Council during the 
1980s, South Africa’s most 
turbulent years. 

The TRC offered as a 
compromise a closed-door 
meeting where Mr. Botha 
would not be exposed to tbe 
public glare. 

But talks which began a 
week ago and extended into 
tbe first day of the trial 
Tuesday and appeared to 
continue until 11:10 a m 
(0910 GMT) Wednesday 
failed to break the impasse 
and, on instruction of 
Aitomey-General Frank 
Kahn, the trial before magis- 
trate Vidor Lugaju finally 
got going. 

Desmond Tutu said the 
TRC never wanted to prose- 
cute Mr. Botha, but that “he 
left us with very little 
option.” 

The retired Anglican arch- 
bishop said die TRC’s doors 
were still open to Mr. Botha 
and would remain open “for 
keeps". 

“This body is committed 
to reconciliation, and it has 
to be taken seriously," 
Desmond Tutu said, adding: 
“We don’t want our country 
to be destroyed by a legacy 
of bitterness, hatred and 
anger." 

The first witness to be 
called was Paul van Zyl, tbe 
TRC’s executive secretary, 

' who was questioned on the 
proceedings of die TRC and 
why tbe truth panel felt Mr. 
Botha needed to supply it 
with information on the 
yean; of his rale. 

Van Zyl said Mr. Botha 
had been implicated in 
human rights abuses, includ- 
ing the bombing of a trade 
union’s headquarters in 
Johannesburg, by some of 
his former colleagues and 
the TRC felt it was impera- 
tive the framer president be 
questioned on the allega- 
tions. 


Two dead, 20 injured in clash 
during Bangladesh strike 


Supporters of the ruling Bangladesh Awami League stage a street march in strike- 
bound Dhaka. At least two people were killed and over 50 injured in clashes between 
strike supporters and opponents, police said (Reuters photo) 

Irish police rule out release 
of accused cop killers 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Irish 
police Wednesday angrily 
dismissed suggestions that 
IRA prisoners charged 
with the 1996 murder of a 
detective will be released 
as a result of the Northern 
Ireland peace deal. 

**J am absolutely out- 
raged at even the sugges- 
tion of it” said .Michael 
Kirby, vice president of the 
Garda (police) 

Representative Body. 

“I can't even compre- 
hend that people who 
would have murdered one 
of our colleagues in such a 
cold-blooded fashion 


might not even stand trial.” 

Detective Jerry McCabe 
was shot dead during a 
raid in Adare. Co Limerick 
in the south-west of the 
country in June. 1996. 

Four men are in jail 
awaiting trial on capital 
murder charges which 
carry a maximum 40 year 
sentence on conviction. 

Mr. Kirby's comments 
follow the early release by 
the Irish government of 
nine IRA prisoners, a 
move which will help Sinn 
Fein leaders sell the deal to 
the membership when the 
party’s two-day confer- 


ence is held at the week- 
end. 

Mr. Kirby said the due 
process of law must be 
allowed to take its course 
and the four accused of 
McCabes’ murder should 
be made to pay the ulti- 
mate price. 

He added that IRA pris- 
oners were released during 
the first cease-fire and then 
violence resumed. “We 
know that some of the peo- 
ple that were released 
before were engaged in 
acts of terrorism. We don’t 
know if that will be repeat- 
ed." he said. 


Kiriyenko slams 
inadmissible police 
attack on student demo 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Interim 
Russian Premier ■ Setgei 
Kiriyenko • Wednesday 
slammed as ‘Inadmissible" 
tbe violent dispersal by police 
of a student demonstration 
which left more than 20 
injured, agencies said. 

Russian deputies ordered a 
probe into Tuesday’s incident 
which saw interior ministry 
special police baton-charge 
students burling bottles and 
snowballs at a government 
building in the Urals city of 
Yekaterinburg. 

Ml Kiriyenko. who hopes 
to be confirmed as prime min- 
ister Friday, said be had 
demanded a report on the 
clashes from acting interior 
minister Sergei Stepashin. 

“What happened in 
Yekaterinburg is an extremely 
deplorable and inadmissible 
fact," the ITAR-TASS Dews 
agency quoted Mr. Kiriyenko 
assaying. 

‘“Stepashin’s report on what 
happened and who is to 
blame, is to be on my desk by 
this evening. Appropriate 
decisions will be taken by me 
on the basis of this report,” he 
said. 

The state Duma meanwhile 
ordered its education, security 


and family and youth affairs 
committees to investigate the 
disorder, while Yekaterinburg 
Governor Eduard Rossel also 
denounced the police action. 

“I am shocked and deeply 
aggrieved by what happened 
in Yekaterinburg yesterday, 
tire more so as the authorities 
side with teachers and stu- 
dents. 

“Like them we do not agree 
to cuts in the funding of high- 
er education and the introduc- 
tion of tuition fees. This is no 
reform,” he said, adding the 
changes would limit access to 
higher education. 

Student organisations said 
14 students were hurt and a 
further 10 did require treat- 
ment for their injuries. Police 
detained five students after 
the incident but were later 
released on police bail. 

The Yekaterinburg demon- 
strations were part of nation- 
wide protests held in most 
major Russian cities to 
demand an increase in grants 
and reform of higher educa- 
tion. 

Some 5.000 students gath- 
ered in the centre of Moscow 
and 3,000 demonstrated in 
Saint Petersburg, television 
reports said 


Rwanda war crimes 
prosecutors appeal 
rejection of joint trial 


ARUSHA, Tanzania (AFP) — 
Prosecutors at the UN. war 
crimes tribunal for Rwanda 
have appealed against the 
rejection of abid to hold a joint 
trial for 29 genocide suspects, 
the Hirondelle press agency 
said Wednesday. 

The appeal was lodged April 
6 in The Hague, headquarters 
of the international war crimes 
tribunals for Rwanda and the 
framer Yugoslavia, the Swiss- 
based independent agency 
reported. 

On April 2, die International 
rviminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICT), which is based in the 
nonhem Tanzanian town of 
Arusha, rejected the prosecu- 
tion’s initial request for a joini 
trial. 

Judge Tafazzal. Hossain 
Khan of Bangladesh said one 
single judge could not accept 
the proposed collective charge 
sheet, because some of those 
indicted were already cited by 
the ICT in other cases. 


Prosecutors said the joint trial 
would demonstrate a “common 
criminal undertaking” in tbe 
planning, organisation asd exe- 
cution of the genocide, in 
which between 500,000 and 
800,000 Ttitsis and moderate 
Hutus were slaughtered in 
1994. 

The charge sheet listed 29 co- 
defendants including 11 who 
are currently detained by the 
ICT and who have already 
pleaded not guilty to charges of 
genocide and crimes against 
humanity during die bloodbath 
in Rwanda. 

Among them was Theoneste 
Bagosora, a colonel who was 
the bead of cabinet in the 
Rwandan defence ministry 
during the genocide and con- 
sidered a key defendant 

The 29’ also included five for- 
mer military officials and two 
former ministers. Set up in 
November 1994 by die UN. 
Security Council the ICT has 
yet to pronounce a verdict 


French 
report huge 
Ecstasy haul 

CALAIS. France (AFP) — 
Customs officials at die French 
end of foe Channel tunnel seized 
nearly 360,000 tablets of the 
designer drag Ecstasy, the eco- 
nomics ministry announced 
Wednesday. 

The seizure netted more than 
double die amount of Ecstasy 
seized bv French authorities in 
all of 1997. 

Ten kilos of cocaine were also 
seized, the ministry said 
The drags, with an estimated 
street value of more than 1 0 mil- 
lion francs (SI .65 million ). were 
seized from a truck registered in 
Belgium which was about to be 
loaded on a train for Britain, cus- 
toms officials said 
The drags, believed to have 
originated in either Belgium or 
the Netherlands, were hidden 
behind canned goods in the 
track 

The Belgian driver was arrest- 
ed but the March 25 seizure was 
kept secret initially to enable 
French and Belgian police to 
investigate, officials said 
Calais, the main port for 
access to Britain via the Channel 
tunnel or ferries, acts as a kind of 
funnel for drags destined for 
Britain, the officials said 


DHAKA (AFPl — 
Sporadic clashes 

Wednesday left at least two 
people dead and 20 injured 
in a half-day general strike 
called by a Bangladesh 
opposition alliance to 
protest a landmark peace 
treaty, official sources said. 

A young man died after 
the clashes in an old district 
of Dhaka, sources from the 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital said after the body 
was taken there. 

The main opposition 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party said he was one of its 
supporters. Ii was unclear if 
he was hit by a bullet or run 
over by a speeding vehicle. 

In southwestern Khulna 
city, an 18-year old man, 
believed to be an anti-strike 
activist, also died after 
being fatally wounded in 
clashes between rival 
groups during the nation- 
wide stoppage, local police 
chief Akramuz Zaman said. 

Several others received 
minor injuries in stone- 
throwing and crude bomb 
blasts before police inter- 
vened, he added. 

BNP also claimed another 
supporter had died in the 
northeastern Shunamganj 


district, but no independent 
confirmation was immedi- 
ately available. 

In Dhaka, some 20 people 
were injured in clashes 
between missile and stone- 
throwing strikers and 
police, who used tear gas 
and baions to break up the 
protest witnesses said. 

They said more than 15 
strikers were arrested from 
different areas of the capi- 
tal. 

Several thousand police 
patrolled streets and guard- 
ed sensitive points in 
Dhaka and the southeastern 
port city of Chittagong 
where the protest passed 
off largely peaceful. 

Senior gov eminent leader 
S.A. Malek described tbe 
strike as “most unfortu- 
nate” and said the peace 
treaty with the hill tribals to 
end a 24-year insurgency 
could be discussed again in 
the parliament. 

“The government did not 
say this is final and cannot 
be amended." said Mr. 
Malek. political advisor to 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed. 

Earlier in Dhaka, schools 
and shops had shut for the 
strike, but life slowly 


resumed as normal when it 
ended at noon (0600 
GMT). 

It had been delayed from 
Monday for the high-level 
visit by a U.S. delegation 
led by Bill Richardson. 
Washington’s envoy to the 
United Nations. 

During his visit Mr. 
Richardson criticised such 
actions and said all differ- 
ences should be settled in 
the parliament. 

The strike is the fourth on 
the issue called by the 
seven-party alliance headed 
by former Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia’s BNP. 

Ms. Zia called for the 
stoppage to be a success to 
“foil government move to 
give legal cover to the 
black accord.” 

Bills to enforce the treaty 
were tabled in parliament 
Wednesday amid a BNP 
walkout and were sent to 
"special committee.” which 
will scrutinise them and 
report back within one 
week. 

The government has said 
opposition members would 
be able to propose amend- 
ments to the bill and the 
government would consid- 
er their views. 


The treaty signed in 
December between the 
government and tribal 
rebels ended a 24-year 
insurgency in the south- 
eastern hill region border- 
ing India and Myanmar. 

Bui tension remains 
between tribesmen and 
Bengali-speaking settlers 
mainly over land disputes. 
Five people were killed 
recently in the hills by 
unknown assailants and 
troops are currently 
patrolling the districts. 

The BNP and its allies, 
including the fundamental- 
ist ' Jamaat-e-Isiami, have 
described the pact as 
“unconstitutional." which 
the government has repeat- 
edly denied and called for a 
parliamentary debate to 
prove their point. 

Three tribal groups have 
also opposed the treaty, 
alleging two of their major 
demands — autonomy and 
the expulsion of Bengali- 
speaking settlers in the hills 
— were not meL 

About 2,000 armed rebels 
surrendered their weapons 
under the deal welcomed 
by the international com- 
munity. including the 
United States and Britain. 


Agent leaves 

paycheque 

behind 


MADRID i AFPi — A Spanish 
agent left his paycheque in an 
apartment from which be had 
been spying on the headquarters 
of a Basque separatist party, a 
newspaper said Wednesday. 

A number of operatives from 
Spains military intelligence 
agency, known as CESID. had 
set up shop with electronic sur- 
veillance equipment in a flat 
right above the offices of the 
Herri Batasuna party in the 
town of Vitoria. El Pais said. 

Herri Batasuna is the political 
wing of the extremist group 
ETA, which is seeking indepen- 
dence for the Basque country. 

Sensing that their cover had 
been blown, the agents left tbe 
flai in a hurry on March 3 1 , tak- 
ing with them two large hags 
full of equipment and docu- 
ments. 

Bui they left some behind, 
and among this was one of the 
agent’s paycheques, El Plais 
said 

It and other material was 
found in a search carried out 
April 1 on orders from justice 
officials. The absent-minded 
agent will be called to testify' in 
the case. 

Defence Minister Eduardo 
Sena has entered a probe of 
CESID. Faced with so much 
incriminating evidence, when 
he testifies before parliament 
next week Mr. Sena will admit 
thui CESID had in tact been 
spying on Herri Batasuna. EJ 
Pais said 


Kosovo Serbs, Montenegrins 
reported fleeing homes 


PRISTINA, Serbia (R) — 
Tensions increased in 
Serbia’s restive Kosovo 
province Wednesday 
amid reports that Serbs 
were leaving their homes 
in a volatile border area 
and Albanian separatists 
were digging in. 

“Almost all Serb 3nd 
Montenegrin families 
have abandoned their 
homes in 18 villages in 
the Decani municipality 
and taken shelter in- a 
hotel near Decani," a 
statement issued by the 
Serbian resistance move- 
ment said. 

The organisation repre- 
sents Serbs in the Kosovo 
province where ethnic 
Albanians outnumber 
them nine to one and 
want to secede. 

It said the families had 
decided to flee their 
homes because of “the 
appearance of armed and 
uniformed members of 
the so-called Kosovo 
Liberation Array, who are 
roaming the outskirts of 
Decani villages." 

“Bunkers ~ built from 
sand bags have been 
noticed in some villages 
and it is said that 
Albanians are telling their 
Serbian neighbours to 
leave," it added. 

The Belgrade newspa- 
per Dnevni Telegraf said 
the KLA was digging 


trenches and taking Serbs 
into custody for interro- 
gation. 

The KLA, which has 
assumed responsibility 
for attacks on at least 60 
Serb policemen and 
Albanians loyal to 
Belgrade, has been brand- 
ed a terrorist organisation 
by Washington and 
Belgrade. 

The independent 

Belgrade-based news 
agency Beta also reported 
that the LDK leadership 
had described the situa- 
tion in Kosovo as "very 
difficult and precarious". 

The Decani area is just 
13 km from the border 
with Albania. 

It straddles smuggling 
routes which, according 
to Western intelligence 
sources, have been used 
to bring in as many as 
500.000 long-barrelled 
assault weapons from 
Albania after riots and 
raids on array barracks 
there last year. 

The poor province has 
been rocked by a wave of 
violence this year in 
which more than 1 00 peo- 
ple have been killed. 

Tbe international com- 
munity has stepped up 
pressure on both sides to 
urgently open a dialogue 
but Albanian leaders have 
so far refused to do so 
saying the Serbs, who 


have sent 10 delegations 
to Kosovo, have not met 
international conditions. 

Following a major 
police crackdown on sep- 
aratist strongholds in the 
Drenica area last month 
in which at least 80 peo- 
ple have been killed, the 
international community 
has threatened fresh sanc- 
tions against-Belgrade. 

In the meantime, the 
KLA has killed six 
Albanians loyal to 
Belgrade and wounded 
another last week. 

U has also staged a hand 
grenade attack on a police 
station in the provincial 
capital Pristina, keeping 
tensions high. 

Albanian separatists 
also detained and later 
expelled two Serbian 
doctors who arrived in 
the Decani area earlier 
this year to inoculate 
Albanian children against 
polio as pan of an inter- 
national health pro- 
gramme. 

The doctors were told 
they had no business in 
“liberated Albanian terri- 
tory." 

Diplomats fear a fresh 
outbreak of violence 
ahead of a big powers’ 
Contact Group meeting 
due later this month to 
discuss sanctions against 
Belgrade. 
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Revelations 
change rules 


MAJOR ALGERIAN newspapers have 
recently confirmed that some local officials 
and commanders of pro-government mili- 
tias have been arrested on charges of car- 
rying out massacres against civilians. 
Numerous mass graves were found where 
scores of corpses were dumped and buried. 
What is even more ominous is the fact that 
these graves are located in the very area 
which witnessed several mass killin gs of 
Algerian men, women and children over the 
past few months especially in the Sidi 
M'hamad Benaouda area. 

This is indeed a very troubling news since 
the government continued to deny involve- 
ment in the carnage in the country and 
repeatedly pointed the fingers at Islamic 
extremists. With the new revelations out in 
the open, however, the Algerian govern- 
ment's rejection of U.N. intervention 
becomes untenable. The Algerian authori- 
ties would do well to allow in international 
observers even though government forces 
have conducted massive military actions of 
late against suspected militants accused of 
perpetrating at least some of the recent 
years’ massacres. 

The picture abouf the situation in Algeria 
remains -blurry at best. Which makes more 
difficult to understand why the U.N. or the 
Europeans are still denied access to the 
scenes of atrocities. If for no other reasons, 
than to set the record straight, the regime 
should cooperate with Arab, Islamic or 
international efforts and respond to their 
concerns. It is conceivable that some of the 
local Algerian officials and military com- 
manders have had their own agenda away 
from the scrutiny of the central govern- 
ment. There is talk about extortion having 
been commissioned by such “official” out- 
laws against the Algerian people in various 
areas. We believe that Algeria owes it to 
itself and to mankind, not to mention the 
memory of innocent victims who perished 
at the hands of barbaric extremists, to seek | 
intervention and help where they are need- 
ed. Otherwise at least part of the responsi- 
bility for the killings would lie with the gov- 
ernment for either not providing sufficient 
protection to the masses, especially in 
remote areas, or for failing to uncover the 
illegal acts of some of its own officials and 
military' commanders. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab AI YawnTs Saleh Qallab believes that 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair who is visiting the 
Middle East next week to discuss prospects for ending 
the deadlock in the peace process will return to London 
empty-handed. According to Qallab, Netanyahu, who 
has proved adamant in hS position in dealing with the 
British foreign secretary, the U.S. Middle East envoy 
and the U.S. secretary of state is certain to give Blair a 
similar reply to whatever the British premier might ask 
concerning the peace process. In advance Blair has can- 
celled his plan for an overnight stay in Gaza as was ear- 
lier scheduled because, said the writer, he is afraid of 
the Jewish-orchestraied media criticism in Britain sim- 
ilar to what happened to his foreign secretary, Robin 
Cook, following Cook‘s visit to the region. The writer 
said Netanyahu's intransigent position with regard to 
the peace process is bound to abort the mission of Blair 
who perhaps is hoping to raise hopes for peace in the 
Middle East as he has just done in Northern Ireland. 


Al RaTs Ibrahim Absi reflected on the aftermath of 
the assassination of Mohieddin Sharif saying that the 
only beneficiary of the murder and the subsequent row 
between the Palestinian National Authority and the 
resistance group Hamas is Israel. There is no question 
about the fact that the Israelis were behind the murder 
because, Absi said, it eliminated one of the most dan- 
gerous adversaries facing the Israeli occupation on the 
one hand and created splits within the Palestinian soci- 
ety on the other. The writer said that should the war of 
words continue, it might lead to open conflict or per- 
haps a civil war for which Israel has long waited and 
desired. He said, in the light of the ongoing internal 
Palestinian disputes which have already marred the 
Palestinians* image before the world, the Israeli gov- 
ernment is being given extra time to pursue its policies 
and consolidate its hold over the occupied territories. 
The writer said the Palestinians are now in dire need of 
displaying solidarity and unity in the face of the com- 
mon danger. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 




Rural youth show promising signs 


MY FAMILY and I spent the Eid holiday in the vicinity 
of Petra. The trip was a great success. The weather was 
almost perfect, the three-hour ride was pleasant, the rest- 
houses on the highway have improved, Petra itself was 
spectacular (as always) and my two children (S & 3) 
responded to the tour of the ancient city i we were not sure 
how they would react to it) with excitement and enthusi- 
asm. They particularly enjoyed, in addition to the horse 
and donkey rides, the colours and shapes of rocks as well 
as the caves. 

What 1 wish to highlight here, however, is not some- 
thing related to the ancient city lit speaks for itself) but to 
the people of Wadi Mousa and the Jordanian youth at 
large. Until now, several people, laymen as well as 
expens, subscribe to the notion that Jordanians, especial- 
ly the young, would rather starve than work <or thrive) in 
what is often referred to as menial or blue-collar jobs. 
Jordanians, the myth goes, do not like to work as waiters, 
cooks, janitors, bell boys, doormen, messengers, etc. And 
even if for some reason, the myth continues, you find 
them working in these jobs, they are not good at it. They 
do not know how to approach customers, how to smile, 
how to serve, how to be cheerful, etc. 


Our Eid trip proved such myths to be false. We stayed 
at two hotels. The workers are all Jordanian, primarily 
from the Wadi Mousa area. Without exaggeration, they 
were simply excellent: the waiters, the bell boys, the 
doormen, the janitors, the swimming pool attendants, the 


somewhat underprivileged Wadi Mousa area «mperform 
so well, when given the opportumiy, 1 he rt* of tonfeman 


youT^ have no problem whatsoever also excellhig, if. 

^Two additional points need to be underscore! If Jordan, 
is to embark on serious expansions in a variety of service- y. 


reception personnel. They were always alert, ready to ts to embar problem finding enough- 

nccicr hAiofui *cn.tA rhperfi.l. fnendlv. efficient. We oriented sectore. it will have no prooiem u« s uuug^ 


assist, helpful, astute, cheerful, friendly, efficient. We 
compared notes with some friends who stayed at the said 
two hotels and others, and they confirmed our impression. 
A friend emphasised that what he liked most was the sin- 
cerity of these people. No fake smiles, no pretence, no 
over-politeness. 

[ know for a fact that observations and studies conduct- 
ed by the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP - ), as its resident representative in Amman has 
affirmed more than once, also confirm the fact that young 


m^powertohelp it «L Secondly ™ should oolong 
subscribe to the harmful myth that Jotd^ sedko^.- 
prestigious jobs. Such a myth is felM- The mfottmate. 
diing is that even some government officials arbscnbc to;: 
this false notion. Tunes have^ chang^: Joidan^has -, 
changed; Jordanians have changed. Our efforts should be j 
geared towards making available opportunities for young 
Jordanians as well as effective training and coaching. 

What about blue-collar and white-collar Jordanian | 


amnmea more man once, arso connrm uic u».i luoi *t — ‘ v r 

Jordanians have no problem working in any sphere where workers who do not perfnm we ‘ . Y 

an opportunity arises, and no problem excelling at what- believe the problem lies essenti^ly not 

ever job they do. ers themselves but with their training and coaching, or 

There is no doubt that the young people we saw perform with the lack of good training : or « .. 
so outstandingly in the Eid vacation have received good Yes, the human being in Jordan is agreats JSMt, £ given 
training or coaching. The point to stress here, however, is the opportunity and if given the adequate training and 
that if these young people from the provincial, rural, and coaching. 


so outstandingly in the Eid vacation have received good 
training or coaching. The point to stress here, however, is 
that if these young people from the provincial, rural, and 





No such laws 


To the editor: 


UPON READING your editorial dated 
the March 30, 1998 and headlined 
“Thinking before selling,” we are happy 
to inform you that no “draconian laws” 
have been adopted by the Israeli govern- 
ment in order to control foreign owner- 
ship of properties in Israel. 

Only one restriction exists concerning 
investors from countries that are in a 
state of war with Israel. Obviously nei- 
ther Jordanians nor Palestinians are in 


such a definition. They are therefore 
entitled to purchase shares in Israeh 
companies which went through privati- 
sation lately. 

The Embassy of Israel in Jordan will 
be happy to provide the appropriate 
information to Jordanian potential 
investors. 


Roey GUad 
Spokesperson 
Embassy of Israel 
Amman 


More coverage, action needed 


To the editor: - 


Deir Yassin and the challenge 
that Israel faces today 


By Marc H. Ellis 


CROTON ON HUDSON. 
New York — Fifty years 
ago. in the midst of Israel’s 
struggle to be bom as a 
nation state, a terrible event 
occurred. 

On April 9. 1948. Deir 
Yassin, a village of some 
700 Arabs on the outskirts 
of Jerusalem, was attacked 
by the Haganah, the official 
Jewish army, and by the 
Jewish irregular groups 
Irgun and Lehi. 

These irregular organisa- 
tions contributed much to 
the state: In their leader- 
ships were two future prime 
ministers. Menachem 
Begin and Yitzhak Shamir. 

What happened at Deir 
Yassin is well known, and 
though the number of dead 
is disputed — it ranges 
from 100 to 250 — the 
essential details have been 
confirmed by Palestinian 
and Jew ish historians: .Arab 
non-combatants were mas- 
sacred by the Irgun and 
Lehi. 

This massacre resounded 
throughout Palestine, and 
coupled with other mas- 
sacres in other villages, it 
spread panic among the 
Palestinian .Arabs, leading 
hundreds of thousands of 
them to flee. 

In a letter to David Ben- 
Gurion protesting plans to 
resettle the village with 
Jews after the war. Martin 
Buber — one of the most 
prominent Jewish intellec- 
tual and religious figures of 
his time — and several oth- 
ers wrote that the massacre, 
at Deir Yassin had become 
"infamous" throughout the 
world. 

“In Deir Yassin hundreds 
of innocent men. women 
and children were massa- 
cred. Let the village of Deir 
Yassin remain uninhabited 
for the time being, and let 
its desolation be a terrible 
and tragic symbol of war. 
and a warning to our people 
that no practical military 
needs may ever justify such 
acts of murder." 

Now. as Israel celebrates 
50 vears of Jewish state- 


hood. what are Jews to do 
with this event, which sig- 
nalled then and represents 
now the catastrophe within 
Palestinian history? What 
are we to do with Deir 
Yassin, the shadow side of 
Israel's birth? 

For most Jews this event 
is forgotten or repressed, 
folded into the larger 
Jewish drama of the 
Holocaust and survival and 
safety in the state of Israel. 


Could the 
recognition that 
the Palestinians 
have 

experienced a 
tragedy not 
unlike tragedies 
in Jewish 
history — this 
time at the 
hands of Jews 
— call Jews ’ 
commitment to 
Israel into 
question? 


Jewish leadership, after ini- 
tially admitting to the mas- 
sacre at Deir Yassin and 
expressing regret, has been 
silent over the last decades. 

Buber never felt that his 
mourning over Deir Yassin 
meant a betrayal of Israel. 
For him. Deir Yassin was a 
call to recognise the evils of 
war. the limitations of state- 
hood and the possibility, 
indeed the necessity, of 
confession and reconcilia- 
tion with those who had 
been wronged in the cre- 
ation of Israel. 

Buber was a Zionist 
whose voice has been lost 
in the uproar of the compet- 
ing parties and factions that 
make up Israel’s political 
and religious scene today. 

Unlike today's arguments 
over percentages of Israeli 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied West Bank, Buber had 
a vision of a united 


I LEARNED from an article published 
in the Jordan Times some time ago, that 
Rana Hussein! a crime reporter for the 
Jordan Times, was presented with the 
Reebok Human Rights Award for her 
coverage of crimes of honour and injus- 
tices committed against women in 
Jordan. No doubt, Ms. Husseini has sig- 
nificantly contributed to raising our 
national awareness by communicating 
the truth and tackling issues that were 
till recently treated as social taboos. 
Well, congratulations for a job well 
done and best wishes for continuous 
success. 

1 have noticed however, that ever 
since, there has been practically no 
crime coverage, and especially reports 
on crimes of honour and cases of other 
injustices committed towards women 
and children that Ms. Husseini used to 
cover so well. It is hard to believe that 
the lack of reports is because all of a 
sudden such crimes have subsided. It is 
most probably due to the fact that 
nobody else besides Ms. Husseini is 
assigned to do the job. 


Considering the complex nature of 
crimes against women and children, and. 
in order to secure a continuous exposure 
of such' acts of violence, it is absolutely 
necessary to have more skillful 
reporters trained to work in the field. It 
is usually the job of the professional and 
skillful journalist to dig out the facts 
and project them to the public as objec- 
tively as possible. But what we wish to 
see happen soon is human activists, not 
by profession, but nature, through an 
open expression of their minds and 
demonstration of intolerance towards 
social injustice, bring about change in 
the form of legislation to protect women 
and children. As a true believer in the 
goodness of mankind, I am confident, 
that by means of education, proper guild? ; 1 
ance and specially designed pro-- 
grammes, the supporters of women's 
rights who represent a minority today,, 
soon enough will become a major dri- 
ving force towards substantial social 
change in a joint effort with NGO’s and 
a fleet of social workers and reforms. 


Mrs. Rnmiana M. Noselbeh 

Amman 


‘Concocted’ 


To the editor: 


For some, the tragedy of 
the Holocaust is so huge 
Lhat time spent chinking 
about this smaller event 
which took place in the 
midst of a war in which ter- 
rorism was perpetrated by 
both sides, is unwarranted. 

But perhaps this tragedy 
has been buried in Jewish 
consciousness for a more 
significant reason. 

Could the recognition that 
the Palestinians have expe- 
rienced a tragedy not unlike 
tragedies in Jewish history 
— this lime at the hands of 
Jews — call Jews’ commit- 
ment to Israel into ques- 
tion? 

Perhaps this is w hy Ben- 
Gurion never responded to 
Buber’s Ierter and whv the 


Palestine in which Jews and 
Arabs would live side by 
side, affirming their own 
particularity and involved 
in a joint development of 
the Holy Land. 

Could this be our vision 
today? 

Forty years ago. Buber 
concluded his reflections 
on Deir Yassin with these 
words: “The time will come 
when it will be possible to 
conceive of some act in 
Deir Yassin, an act which 
will symbolise our people’s 
desire for justice and broth- 
erhood with the Arab peo- 
ple” 

On the 50 anniversary of 
Deir Yassin, can we Jews 
recognise that the only act 
that can symbolise that 
desire is a full recognition 
of the Palestinians' equality 
as a people and a nation? 
Buber's vision is a chal- 
lenge. 


IN MS. VIOLET Habiby’s letter (The 
Cloning of Christ. Jordan Tunes. April 
14. 1998! she quotes from the Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion. Many people do 
not realise that this text is actually a 
forgery concocted by the Czarist 
Russian secret police in order to defame 


the Jewish faith. This text was not writ- 
ten by Jews. 

Perhaps some of your readers, includ- 
ing Ms. Habiby. would be interested in 
researching the subject. 


Avraham Nahouml 
USA. 


Unsightly roadsides 


To the editor: 


The writer, a Jewish theolo- 
gian. has been a senior fel- 
low at the Centre for the 
Study of World Religions 
and a visiting scholar at the 
Centre for Middle Eastern 
Studies at Harvard Univer- 
sity. This comment is reprint- 
ed from the International 
Herald Tribune. 
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Catherine Heukdman 
South Africa 
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A/of exactly diplomatic intrigue, but worth watching nonetheless 


In 1996 when I ss am Arida sat for the first lime behind his 
d&sk os the Ministry of ]outh s newly-appointed sccre- 
tary general, it was the realisation of an aspiration. But 
about a year later he crossed lines and moved to the pri- 
vate sector in the area of transportation. Now he's back 
again, cheerful as ever, and ready to take up his old job 
at the ministry, which today is a combined government 
authority comprising the ministries of culture and youth. 
The merger was affected with last year's appointment of 
Prime Minuter Abdul Salam Majali. who in the most 
recent reshuffle of his cabinet named his old friend Satan 
Talal Hassan. former minister of state for foreign affairs, 
to head the ministry. With the appointment last week of 
Mr. Arida, the ministry now has two secretaries general, 
each responsible for a sector of the ministry. Secretary 
General of Culture Mahmoud Tel was appointed earlier. 
Mr. Arida sounds happy to be back - nearly three 
decades as director general of Al Hussein Youth City, it’s 
easy to see where his preference lies. 


**** 


HASTA.LUEGO: Summer's approach brings with it 
fast-paced changes at embassies in Amman. Jn early 
May, Chilean Ambassador Jorge Iglesias ends his tour of 
duty after four years. For Mr. Iglesias. who wilt return 
to his foreign ministry to become director of the Middle 
East division, was his first assignment in the region. In 
fact he had never before visited the region until his 
appointment here. Mr. Iglesias and his wife Amalia say 
they are very sad to leave, having made many good 


friends, experienced momentous events, and found a spe- 
cial attraction to the region. Protocol keeps the name of 
Mr. Iglesias' successor until final confirmations, we can 
tell you that he is expected in either early June or early 
July. 

**** 

WITH TALES TO TEEL: In the case of the Embassy 
of Pakistan, we have secured the name of the new ambas- 
sador. who succeeds Ali Sarwar Naqvi, but the date of 
arrival in Jordan will have to wait official workings. The 
new envoy is Qazi Humayun, who is arriving from Islam- 
abad where for the past two years he has been addition- 
al secretary to the foreign ministry. Mr. Humayun was 
the first Pakistani ambassador to be posted to 
Afghanistan after the fall of Kabul to the Mujaheddin . 
His recollections of that tenure, plus reports of his polo 
playing, will make interesting listening we are told. 


MUCH APPRECIATED: Still being feted by col- 
leagues and friends is Mohammad Bassam . chargj d’af- 
faires of the Embassy of Saudi Arabia. Mr. Bassam. who 
has been promoted to ambassador, virtually held down 
the fort of his diplomatic mission in Amman from the dif- 
ficult period of the Gulf war in Amman through the 
warming and finally reconciliation which brought a 
Saudi ambassador back to Jordan. His new assignment 
takes him to Ankara as ambassador to Turkey 


RSVP: It is customary for embassies in Amman to 
coordinate with each other when planning evening social 
occasions that fall on the same date. The common prac- 
tice is to have the functions overlap by an hour so that 
guests invited to both can plan to make it to the two 
events — if they so desire. Bur at month's end two 
embassy receptions collide: the celebration of the “ offi- 
cial birthday ** of Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands, and 
the controversial marking of the 50th independence day 
of the State of Israel. The Netherlands embassy took it 
for granted that their celebration, held annually on the 
same dare, has not conflicted with any other diplomatic 
event. But as the Israeli embassy was following the 
Hebrew calendar, their reception, this year, fell on the 
same evening as the Dutch. Neither embassy was in 
touch with the other on the matter. It was only when the 
embassy of the Netherlands received invitations to the 
Israeli function that it realised the predicament. But it is 
more likely political and emotional sensitivies will deter- 
mine who goes where. 


SADDLE UP: 3 The Arabian Horse Club general 
assembly elected a new nine-member board of directors 
at its last meeting where its approximately 50 members 
also agreed to reduce the tenure of the board from three 
to ru o years. The board then elected its officers as fol- 


lows: Ibrahim Bisharat, president; Shireen Haddad, 

vice president; Ali Sharif, secretary general: and Nader 
Sharif, treasurer. The other five members are Suhair 
Nekdadi , Ahmad Abul Ragheb, Hazem Rasekh, Haidar 
Zou’bi and Hani Bisharat. The club, established in 1983 
by Hani Bisharat, then perhaps the only rider in show 
jumping in Jordan, today holds national and internation- 
al competitions. Mr. Bisharat is also captain of the Jor- 
danian equestrian team. And the club’s board member 
Mr. Abul Ragheb is also secretary general of the Royal 
Jordanian Equestrian Federation, headed by HRH 
Princess Alia Bint Al Hussein. 

**** 

FAMILY SUPPORT: The congratulations to our 
staff reporter Rana Husseini, who was one of four recip- 
ients of the Reebok Human Rights Award 1997, continue 
to flow into the Jordan Times via various means of com- 
munication. Just yesterday HRH Prince Raad Bin Zeid 
telephoned Rana at the paper and told her he was proud 
of her efforts, courage and motivation in exposing the 
problem of crimes of honour in Jordan. Rana, whose 
nomination was the initiative of Farah Daghestani, 
director of the Princess Basman Women !s Resource Cen- 
tre. has also received congratulations and words of sup- 
port from Her Majesty Queen Noor, and Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath. 
Now if Parliament would only ' clue-in and take action. 

Jennifer Hamarneh 


3 decades of excavations at Mt. Nebo — a book as spectacular as its subject 
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MOUNT NEBO, New 
Archaeological Excava- 
tions 1967-1997 
By Michele Pkdrillo and 
Eugenio Alliata 
Stadium Biblicnm Fran- 
ciscan mn 

Jerusalem, 634 pp^ illns- 
trated 

2 volumes (text and 
plates) 

PERHAPS IT is due to the 
academic tradition of their 
Franciscan order: or the 
important place of the 
Prophet Moses in biblical 
tradition and the three 
Abrahamic faiths; or the 
very dramatic and always 
moving Sett&g and views 1 
at Mouji t ’Ifebo! ! .; V/hatever t 
may °tbe‘ reason, the * 
authors of this large and 
impressive piece of schol- 
arship have produced a 
work of nearly biblical pro- 
portions, in all senses of the 
word The large physical 
size, the comprehensive 
sweep of the material cov- 
ered, the temporal and spir- 
itual nature of the subject 
matter, and the profound, 
definitive quality of the 
scholarship all make this a 
most fitting second volume 
in the series that was inau- 
gurated a few years ago 
with the single volume on 
the Franciscan excavations 
at Umm er-Rasas (biblical 
Mepha’a). 

Father Piccirillo will 
deliver a lecture tonight 
(Thursday), at 6:30 p.m., 
on this book and the most 
recent work at ML Nebo, at 
the Friends of Archaeology 
Centre, near the Fourth Cir- 
cle of Jabal Amman (tel. 
5930682). 

The summit of Siyagha. 
as Mount Nebo is known in 
Arabic, was granted into 


the perpetual care of the 
Franciscan Custody of the 
Holy Land in 1932 by the 
late King Abdullah, thanks 
to the enterprising efforts 
of brother Jerome Mihaic, a 
Croatian who was based in 
Jericho. Father Sylvester 
Sailer, an archaeologist, 
first visited the site in late 
1931 and recognised that it 
could be the site of the 
Memorial to Moses that 
had been described by 
early Christian pilgrims 
starting in the 4tb century 
AD. 

The first excavations 
were inaugurated in July 
1933. For the past 65 
years/ excavations, surveys 
and scholarly and theologi- 
cal studies of tfa^ Site of 
Ml Nebo have taken place 
almost without interrup- 
tion. This publication rep- 
resents the latest manifes- 
tation of the tremendous 
amount of work that has 
gone into the scholarly 
investigations of this holy 
mountain, made famous 
primarily by the account in 
Deuteronomy 34 of 
Moses* death on the sum- 
mit of ML Nebo and his 
burial in a nearby valley. 

This volume on the 1967- 
97 excavations will be fol- 
lowed up with a second 
book on the large 
monastery on the summiL 
and a third volume on the 
regional survey that has 
been carried out by a Dan- 
ish team. 

The authors mention “the 
windy summit of this 
mountain*' in their preface, 
and some 640 pages later- 
the reader is left dazzled by 
a tour-de-force of new 
information and analysis 
on the many different 
dimensions of this famous 


peak. The book starts 
with a few valuable 
background chapters on 
the exploration of the 
mountain in the past two 
centuries, its place in 
biblical tradition (includ- 
ing nan-biblical refer- 
ences, the Mesha 
Inscription from Dhiban, 
the historicity of the 
Moses traditions and 
their theological signifi- 
cance). the question of 
the grave of Moses in 
Jewish literature, and 
early pilgrims’ texts 
starting from the 3rd and | 
4th Centuries AD. 

The next three chapters 
commence the 1 more 
technical archaeological 
analysis, "reviewing the 
prehistoric periods, the 
Bronze Age and the Iron 
Age, the edifice at Rujm 
el-Mukhayyat, and — 
one of the most fascinat- 
ing chapters for the gen- 
eral reader — the redis- 
covery and documenta- 
tion of the Roman road 
between Esbus and 
Livias (Hesban and the 
south Jordan Valley). 

The bulk of the book 
reports on the excavations 
of the Memorial of Moses. 
This comprises the com- 
plex of churches and 
chapels that developed on 
and near the main site 
throughout the early Chris- 
tian centuries, the associat- 
ed monastery, and related 
sites in the vicinity. The 
successive monastic com- 
plexes in the area are sys- 
tematically reviewed, from 
the 4th to the 10th cen- 
turies AD, giving us a more 
comprehensive perception 
•of die revered nature of 
this site throughout the 
first Christian millennium. 
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Churches and mosaics 

Mt. Nebo’s churches, 
mosaics, funerary prac- 
tices, and liturgical installa- 
tions and furniture are 
reported on in depth in the 
next six chapters, including 
a fascinating short study of 
iconoclastic and iconopho- 
bic traditions that are visi- 
ble today in the scrambled 
or defaced images of 
human and animal forms in 
Byzantine or Uraayyad era 
floor mosaics. More than 
one-third of the 149 
churches in Jordan with 
ancient mosaic floors show 
signs of intentional icono- 


clastic damage. 

The combination of con- 
cise. well organised texL 
many black and white and 
colour photographs, fine 
drawings and plates, and an 
especially valuable collec- 
tion of aerial photographs 
make these central chapters 
of the book useful for both 
scholars who want techni- 
cal details and laypeople 
who may be more interest- 
ed in a tourist visit to this 
holy mountain. 

The section of colour 
photographs of the mosaics 
is particularly valuable, 
because it is comprehen- 
sive, up-to-date, and beau- 


tifully reproduced: it 

allows readers to enjoy 
some stunning mosaic 
floors that are not other- 
wise accessible because 
they have been re-buried 
or removed for storage. 
The full-page close-ups 
of the Persian, Negro and 
other hunters and their 
animals are almost haunt- 
ing in their capacity to 
connect us with human 
beings who lived in this 
land nearly a millennium 
and a half ago. I, for one. 
have never been an enthu- 
siastic mosaics fan. tend- 
ing to subscribe to the 
“you’ve-seen-ODe- 
you’ ve-seen-them-all” 
school of thought; but the 
combination of textual 
description and pho- 
tographs in this volume 
have started to change 
even my rather set views 
in this departmenL 
Readers interested pri- 
marily in the religious 
and liturgical dimension 
of Ml Nebo will find 
plenty to keep them read- 
ing, especially in the 
details of the liturgical 
installations and furniture 
excavated in the many 
churches (such as altars, 
relics and reliquaries, pul- 
pits, and benches and seats, 
among others). 

A relatively long and 
richly illustrated chapter on 
the Greek inscriptions also 
provides a glimpse into one 
aspect of the excitement of 
archaeological research, as 
scholars use individual 
words (and sometimes sin- 
gle letters or numbers) to 
try to piece together the 
facts of the past- 
The book ends with sev- 
eral chapters of detailed 
information and many pho- 


All things must pass 


By Jean-CIaude Elias 

SOME PEOPLE *believe in eternity, some 
don’t Most of us, however, look fca- some 
form of it, one way or another 

Collectors for instance take particular care 
of the hems in tfoeir collection, whatever they 
may be. They spend impressive amounts of 
time, money and effort pampering these “pre- 
cious" possessions, making sure the collec- 
tion will last for as many future generations as 

possible. Bodes, antiques, recorded music, 
cars, paintings, photographs, all are typical 

examples of how valuable a collection can be. 

The digital f ormat for the conservation of 
information - and therefore certain types of 
collections - presents a major advantage over 
traditional tP^hndc, information is kept unal- 
tered for a very long time, in theory at least 
Laser discs have become the mam media to 
store recorded speech, music and images. 
Audio CDs, video CDs, Laser discs, CD- 
ROMs, CD-R (recordable CDs) and the latest 
DVD are only some of the currently available 
forms of laserdiscs. 

Recent studies and analysis have revealed to 
the public 1 hat the “lifetime” duration of the 
laser disc is not something one can take foe 
granted. When subjected to harsh environ- 
mental conditions such as high temperatures, 
high humidity, physical shocks or direct sun- 
Hght, the become as vulnerable as any 
other media if not more. Still, and although it 
is yet impossible to prove, well-kept, careful- 
ly stored digital discs may last for d ec a des 
and decades. 

There is a significant difference between 



industri- 

ally 


engraved CDs and the ones that users can 
“bum” themselves using commercially avail- 
able, inexpensive CD recorders. The latter 
obviously are more prone to degradation. 

Since early 1997 die amazing progress of 
colour ink-jet primers has put photo-realistic 
printing in die hands of the SOHO (small 
office — home office) user, and for very little 
money. Even colour laser printers have 
become much more affordable than before. 
But whatever the technique: dye sublimation, 
tbennal printing or straightforward ink-spay- 
ing, pictures printed tins way won’t last as 
long as traditionally lab-processed prints. 
Colours tend to fade relatively fast It will take 
another step till digitally printed photos can 
c hallenge chemically produced prints for 
long-time conservation, and probably another 
giant step till they truly replace them. 

The perfect conservation media for text, 
sound, music and images hasn't been invent- 
ed yet This part of our human cultural her- 
itage is as perishable as ever. Archival meth- 
ods have improved but the panacea doesn't 
exist 

So unless you’re producing photographs to 
be displayed on a computer monitor exclu- 
sively — for a web site for example - don’t 
discard your misty Canon, Olympus, Nikon. 
Minolta, Rollei, Leica or for the lucky few, 
Hasselblad SLR camera. Not yet at least 
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tographs and drawings of 
objects and coins excavat- 
ed at Ml Nebo, and a chap- 
ter on the new architectural 
surveys at Siyagha The 
last brief chapter appropri- 
ately offers ideas on how to 
protect the entire area 
around Ml Nebo. which is 
so rich in antiquities and 
religious significance for 
followers of the three 
monotheistic faiths. 

Only one aspect of this 
publication occasionally 
foils slightly short of the 
very high quality of the 
overall work, and this is the 
smoothness of the English 
language. The work was 
rightly translated from Ital- 
ian into English, making it 
accessible to a far wider 
audience than would have 
read the Italian version 
only. The scholarly dimen- 
sion and quality of the 
translation are very high, 
but in various places it 
could have benefited from 
an editor’s review to 
smooth out some of the 
phrasings in English. 

Large, useful plates 

The separate volume of 
plates (many large maps 
folded into two pockets) is 
valuable for both the schol- 
ar and the lay person. The 
large size of the plates, for 
one thing, makes it easy to 
study individual monu- 
ments, in many cases 
showing individual stones 
in wails and other struc- 
tures. In addition, some of 
the plates help us to appre- 
ciate the evolution of the 
site over the centuries. The 
colour plate showing the 


development of Ml Nebo 
from the 4th to the Sth cen- 
turies AD is a gem, as is the 
plan of the Memorial of 
Moses today. The publish- 
ers should consider making 
these plans available to vis- 
itors in a slightly smaller 
form, and selling them on 
site to raise money for the 
maintenance of the memor- 
ial. 

On the point of money, 
one of the many impressive 
aspects of this publication 
is that it was financed by 
several Italian private sec- 
tor companies, whose 
donations were tax- 
deductible according to 
Italian law (Jordanian par- 
liamentarians, please take 
note of how the private sec- 
tor and the government can 
work together to protect 
antiquities and make them 
more easily understandable 
by the public). The spon- 
sors of this publication are 
Ballestra SpA; Brevitours, 
Nebo Tourism, Testco; 
Massolini SpA; Opera 
Romana Pellegrinaggi; 
and, Salini Costruttori, 
whose generous and 
thoughtful contributions 
should be acknowledged 
with thanks. 

This volume emphasises 
the varied spiritual, archae- 
ological, tourist and natural 
dimensions of the region of 
Ml Nebo, and the wise 
decision that the late King 
Abdullah made decades 
ago to entrust its study and 
care to the Franciscan 
brothers. One looks for- 
ward with anticipation to 
the volumes to follow. 

Rami G. Khouri 




boTeL & bgsort 



§ EasreK 

TAYBET ZAMAN 

Tfe PeKpecr Vacanon 
and Fun ibis Season. 


Special Family Plan includes: 
Accommodation, special buffets, and 
exciting sports & entertainment 
activities for all the family. 

Special Rates for 
April 18*- 22nd, 1998 

QftPishmjgou &cpour family 
a djttTppp <3Laster 


For information and 
reservation, please call: 
Sales Office 
Tel 06-553-7677 
Fax 06-552-6785 
Taybet Zaman 
Tel 03-215*0111 
Fax 03-215-0101 







8 


Economy 


Jordan Times, Thuisday-Friday, April 16-17, 1998 


Senior U.S. official says Jordan must do more to lure foreign direct investments 
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By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A senior 
U.S. official Tuesday 
praised Jordan's commit- 
ment towards privatisa- 
tion, but said more needed 
to be done to lure foreign 
direct in vestments into the 
country. 

In a Worldnet dialogue 
on U.S. assistance to Jor- 
dan, Undersecretary of 
State for Economic, Busi- 
ness and Agricultural 
Affairs, Stuart Eizenstat, 
said Jordan's privatisation 
efforts will also encourage 
U.S. investments in the 
Kingdom. 

"There is no question 
that U.S. companies will 
take advantage of this as 
the environment becomes 
more and more positive 
for foreign investment,” 
Mr. Eizenstat added. 

Jordan's comprehensive 
privatisation strategy, 
which picked up momen- 
tum two years ago. is 
aimed at increasing the 
role of the private sector 
and reducing the govern- 
ment’s direct participation 
in the productive sectors in 


a bid to target government 
efforts towards combating 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

Jordan and the U.S. — 
through their recently 
negotiated bilateral invest- 
ment treaty — hope to 
enhance their business 
cooperation through 
encouraging investments 
in both countries. 

“The treaty, [which will 
be presented to the U.S. 
Congress for ratification 
this year.] will encourage 
U.S. investments in Jordan 
by assuring Americans 
that their investments are 
protected against expropri- 
ation,” said Mr. Eizenstat. 

“The Commerce Depart- 
ment. the State Depart- 
ment and USAID are all 
working to encourage 
direct foreign investment 
through trade missions, 
discussions and seminars 
in the United States and 
through being real cheer- 
leaders for Jordan, because 
we believe very much in 
what your country is doing 
and that is a tremendously 
good place for investment, 
where people will do veiy 
well,” Mr. Eizenstat said. 


Jordan has recently taken 
ambitious steps to improve 
its investment climate 
especially after A1 Hassan 
Industrial Estate in the 
northern city of Irbid was 
officially designated as a 
Qualifying Industrial Zone 
(QIZ). 

Under the QIZ agree- 
ment, signed between Jor- 
dan and Israel in Novem- 
ber, products manufac- 
tured at the zone have free 
access to U.S. markets 
without reciprocal bene- 
fits. 

When asked what affect 
a possible future free trade 
agreement with the U.S. 
would have on the QIZ 
status. Mr. Eizenstat said 
Jordan would need to 
make a number of changes 
to its trade regime pertain- 
ing to the elimination of all 
tariff and non-tariff barri- 
ers before negotiating such 
an agreement with the 
U.S. 

“This is obviously a goal 
to which we can aspire, 
and Jordan is certainly 
putting in economic 
reforms which, over time, 
may place it in that situa- 
tion,” he said. 


According to officials, 
the QIZ has so far suc- 
ceeded in attracting for- 
eign investors who were 
impressed by the quota 
free treatment at the zone. 

Kelly Kammerer, coun- 
sellor and acting assistant 
administrator for Asia and 
the Near East, United 
States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development 
(USAID), told the audi- 
ence that the U.S. has 
extended financial and 
technical assistance aimed 
at supporting Jordan's 
economy and the privati- 
sation process. 

In 1998, the U.S. con- 
tributed a total of S271 
milli on to Jordan. S140 
million of which, were 
allocated by USAID to 
increase economic oppor- 
tunities for Jordanians and 
to support water as well as 
health and family planning 
prog ramm es. 

“These three develop- 


ment challenges are close- 
ly linked as rapid popula- 
tion growth increases 
demand for water and 
requires the creation of 
new employment and 
income opportunities,'’ he 
added. 

The U.S. has also forgiv- 
en $700 milli on in Jordan- 
ian debt to Washington. 

U.S. assistance levels 
have increased by 1.800 
per cent, from $7.2 million 
in 1996 to $126 milli on in 
1997. said Mr. Kammerer. 

“Our assistance levels 
now make Jordan the fifth 
largest recipient of foreign 
assistance of any country 
in the world." the under- 
secretary said. 

According to Mr. Kam- 
merer “ Iordan must pre- 

pare for a day when donor 
assistance will end and 
move from an emphasis on 
aid to private sector trade 
and investment’* 

Mr. Eizenstat who last 


week noted that Israel was 
ready to assume a position 
along side the world’s 
more vibrant economies, 
said Tel Aviv “has asked 
dial the economic assis- 
tance the U.S. has been 
providing for several 
decades be phased down 
and ultimately phased 
out” 

This move, the official 
added, is hoped to allow 
enough resources to con- 
tinue to maintain assis- 
tance to Jordan at the cur- 
rent level. 

While praising Jordan's 
efforts targeted towards 
jump-starting its economy 
and upgrading its indus- 
tries to international stan- 
dards, Mr. Eizenstat 
emphasised that the King- 
dom has to exert addition- 
al efforts to accelerate the 
implementation of intema- 
tioo ally-acceptable Intel- 
lectual Property Rights 
(IPR) laws. 


“We have serious con- 
cerns about the intellectual 
property rights regime in 
Jordan. Your patent, copy- 
right and trademark legis- 
lation is not at world stan- 
dards and is inadequate," 
he said. 

Jordan's 16 drug manu- 
facturers, whose exports 
topped $140 million last 
year, have been facing 
pressure from the Pharma- 
ceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America 
(PhRMA) which this week 
recommended that Jordan 
be moved from the 
“Watch” list to the “Priori- 
ty Watch” list. 

This move, it said, was 
“based on evidence that 
the situation has worsened 
despite intense diplomatic 
pressure from major trad- 
ing partners.” 

PhRMA’s request coin- 
cided with a visit by a Jor- 
danian delegation to 
Washington to discuss 


patent protection, copy- 
rights and trademark legis- 
lation. 

Mr. Eizenstat said the 
negotiations in Washing- 
ton will influence the 

S ' jn on whether or not 
will be placed on a 
special 301 “Priority 
Watch” list, expected to be 
released cm April 30. 

“No decision has been 
make at this point. We are 
hopeful that steps can be 
taken which will avoid 
that, but this will depend 
on what progress is being 
made in Jordan," he said. 

During the wide ranging 
dialogue Mr. Eizenstat 
also touched upon the 
Open Skies civil aviation 
agreement the U.S. and 
Jordan negotiated last 
year. 

He said the agreement is 
expected to increase air 
travel and tourism 
between the two countries 
and encourage 
investments. 
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Unicef 


The United Nations Children’s Fund, with headquarters in New York and 
Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa based in Amman, seeks 
qualified candidates for the following position: 


Sr. Admin. Assistant 
Fixed-Term til! February 1999 in Amman 

Purpose of the Post: T o carry out broad administrative support functions of 
the UNICEF MENA Regional Office. Key Functions: Administer all travel 
arrangements following organisational rules and liaise with the office travel 
agency. Provide administrative support to office meetings, workshops and sem- 
inars. Supervise office registry, Messengers Service, and manage the Trans- 
port Unit. Procure small value administrative supplies and supervise capital 
assets/office equipment maintenance & records. 

Education: First University Degree preferably in Business Administration 


or related subject. 

Skills and Ability. Knowledge & experience with computer applications, man- 
agement & electronic communications. Ability to draft correspondence with 
very good writing skills in English and to organise, prioritise and manage the 
work of the Administrative Unit Gqod judgement, initiative and a high sense of 
responsibility & abHity to establish harmonious working relationship in an inter- 
national and multi-cultural environment. 

Languages: Fluency in both Arabic & English required. Knowledge of French 
an asset. 


Experience: Minimum five to seven years of progressive work experience in 
Administration, particularly related to travel management. Experience in an 
international organisation or environment desirable. 


Please send detailed resume, in English, 
quoting reference GS/RO 98-05 to: 

Asst AdminJPersonnel Officer, UNICEF Regional Office, 

P,0. Box 840028, Amman-11184, Jordan. 

Applications for this position must be received by April 30, 1998. Acknowl- 
edgement will only be sent to short-listed candidates under serious considera- 
tion. 

UNICEF is a smoke-free environment. 
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HOUSING SANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMETSANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR WEDENSDXy 15/04/1998 




PKST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / B 


DXV. NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


350.000 251.000 

ARA8 BANK 

14.1 


1.16 

4 

1020 

351100 

344.00 

344.00 

- 


2.340 

1.660 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 


0.00 

2 

lOOO 

1730 

1.74 

1.73 

-01- 

s 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK- 

9.3 


7.B3 

5 

6750 

12113 

1.79 

1.80 

.01* 


5.500 

4.660 

THE HOUSING 8K. 

16.9 


2.70 

17 

11224 

59920 

S. 32 

5.34 

.02* 

s 

4.180 

1.750 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

. 8 


0.00 

1 

5550 

9990 

1.80 

1.80 

- 


.920 

.590 

JOR. GULP BANK 

4.1 


10.14 

22 

28950 

19976 

.69 

.69 

- 

*5 

4.190 

2. BOO 

ARAB JOR. 1NV.8K. 

40.5 


2.51 

1 

ioooo 

26600 

2.80 

2.66 

.14- 

*S 

4.020 

1.770 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

14.9 


o.oa 

6 

652 

1147 

1.77 

1.76 

.01- 

S 

4.740 

2.500 

ARAB' BANKING CO. 

21.2 


0.00 

1 

1000 

2700 

2.79 

2.70 

-09- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 239.24 *CHCi 

*0.03 

59 

66146 

485275 





2.400 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH I NS UR. 

6.2 


11.26 

12 

25400 

55348 

2.18 

2.22 

.04* 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 123.18 *CHG: 

•0. 

19 

12 

25400 

55348 





2.240 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

10.6 


4.57 

17 

8362 

18365 

2.20 

2.19 

.01- 


4.030 

1.320 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

14. S 


4.26 

4 

594 

1392 

2.30 

2.35 

.05+ 


5.500 

2.450 

HIMEH MINERALS 

49.3 


o.ao 

1 

100 

451 

4.70 

4.51 

.19- 


1.550 

.960 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

42.7 


0.00 

1 

100 

107 

1.08 

1.07 

.01- 


9.500 

6.700 

ALRA'I 

9.2 


6.62 

2 

93 

840 

9. IS 

9.06 

.09- 


1.090 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

17.0 


0.00 

7 

5200 

5044 

.97 

.97 

- 


1.830 

1.460 

UNIFIED CO. 

6.5 


7.43 

19 

6550 

9588 

1.46 

1.48 

.02* 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 119.24 *CHG: 

-0. 

15 

51 

20999 

35786 





1-160 

.960 

ATTANQEEB 

9 


0.00 

2 

4200 

4620 

1.10 

1.10 

_ 


4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

17.2 


3.79 

19 

12417 

36123 

2.92 

2.90 

.02- 


4.140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

8.5 


3.28 

8 

33737 

102894 

3.05 

3.05 

- 


111. 160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

10.6 


8.11 

6 

2504 

27645 

10.95 

10.96 

.01+ 


6.700 

4.500 

JORDAN TANNING 

8.8 


7.27 

1 

250 

1375 

5.50 

5. SO 

- 


2.210 

1.100 

INDUSTRIAL OOMH.AGR. 

g 


0.00 

3 

500 

578 

1.20 

1.15 

.05- 


5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PfJARM . HAHF. 

14.7 


3.75 

25 

7600 

40668 

5.37 

5.33 

.04- 


1.530 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

11.1 


7.46 

2 

350 

469 

1.34 

1.34 

- 

* 

2.330 

1.700 

GENERAL MINING 

P 


4.19 

1 

300 

. ■ SOI 

1.75 

1.67 

.08- 

s 

1.420 

.750 

RAFZA INDUSTRIES 

9 


0.00 

X 

250 ■” 

205 

.80 

.82 

.02+ 


6.350 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV.ZKV. 

7.1 


5.94 

16 

2220 

13024 

5.85 

5.89 

.04+ 


3.420 

2-220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

6.6 


8.83 

4 

750, 

2120 

2.80 

2.83 

.03* 


.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK 4 POULTRY 

16.6 


0.00 

9 

10000 

4990 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


1.110 

.670 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

21.7 


0.00 

10 

18332 

12836 

.71 

.71 


■= 

.620 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

—3 

— 


... 1 

500 

275 

.54 

.55 

.01+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 110.86 *CHG: -O.IO 


273 


234532 


354997 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 169.78 *CHC: -0.02 


395 


347077 


931407 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR WCDENSDAY 15/04/1998 


1.050 

.910 

EXPORT t FXN.8NK.7SX 

17. a 

0.00 

11 

13200 

8901 

.91 

-92 

.01+ 

1.230 

1.050 

ISLAMIC INSURANCE CO 

P 

o.co 

3 

18500 

21420 

1.20 

1.15 

.05- 

.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

g 

o.oa 

20 

76000 

30405 

.41 

.40 

.01- 

.620 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

19 

46750 

18752 

.41 

.40 

.01- 

1.220 

1.000 

SPECIALIZED JOR. 75* 

78.9 

0.00 

3 

22000 

20020 

1.16 

1.16 


2.220 

1.050 

CENTURY INV. GROUP 

E 

0.00 

1 

430000 

860000 

3.00 

2.00 


.290 

.130 

JOR. ZNDS . MATCH- JEMCO 

g 

0.00 

13 

16700 

2171 

.13 

.13 

_ 

.470 

.240 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

47.2 

0.00 

20 

59000 

23780 

.40 

.41 

.01* 

.750 

.360 

N ATL . MU LT . ENG - NAMXCO 

9 

0.00 

5 

32SO 

1218 

.37 

.38 

.01+ 

.600 

.320 

NAYZAK DIBS 6 MOULDS 

g 

0.00 

2 

600 

210 

.34 

■ 34 


.690 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 

E 

0.00 

2 

1250 

650 

.62 

.62 

_ ' 

1.650 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

2 

850 

1169 

1.62 

1.63 

.01+ 

.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

5 

11577 

8085 

.69 

.69 


-460 

.240 

INDS. ENG. 

g 

0.00 

2 

2200 

616 

.28 

■ 28 

_ 

.830 

.490 

ZNDS. CERAMIC 

13.1 

0.00 

1 

1000 

500 

■ 50 

■ 50 


.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

g 

0.00 

13 

32050 

19761 

.61 

.62 

.01+ 

.600 

.370 

PEARL SAN. P. OONV. 

E 

0.00 

1 

100 

40 

.40 

.40 


.740 

.410 

NATL. POULTRY 

g 

0.00 

27 

25200 

12203 

.48 

.50 

■ 02+ 

1.000 

.660 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

46.9 

0.00 

32 

29142 

13404 

.70 

.71 

.01+ 

1.310 

1.000 

NDTRIOAR 

P 

0.00 

7 

1827 

1967 

1.05 

1.08 

.03+ 

1.000 

.750 

EKBAL PRINT CO. 75* 

12.5 

9.24 

9 

8550 

4936 

.83 

.82 

.01- 


GRAND TOTAL 


198 


799746 


1050206 


Local firms 
win JD0.9m 

tender to 

\ \ 

expand QIZ 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Industrial Estates Corpo- 
ration (JTEQ Wednesday 
awarded a consortium of Jor- 
danian firms a JDS91.819 
tender to expand Ai Hassan 
Industrial City near Irbid on 
202 dunums of land. 

JIEC Director General 
AmerMajali, who signed the 
deal with the firms' general 
managers, said the tender 
constitutes the first phase of 
an expansion plan designed 
to secure more space for fac- 
tories at the industrial city to 
meet the growing demand. 

A large number of local, 
Arab and foreign investors 
have applied for space in 
view of foe fact that products 
produced at the industrial 
city enjoy duty-free access to 
U.S. markets under the Qual- 
ifying Industrial Zone (QIZ) 
agreement. 

The expansion plan aim s at 
creating 2,400 jobs at 60 new 
plants in the zone, Mr. Majali 
pointed out. 

The formal QIZ designa- 
tion of Irbid's Al Hassan 
Industrial City by the U.S. 
last month is intended to sup- 
port the peace process by 
showing some of the much 
promised economic divi- 
dends that many Jordanians 
are still awaiting. 

Jordan and Israeli manu- 
factures are benefiting from 
the privilege of exporting 
freely to U.S. markets. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Res** 
USD ■ DEM f GBP CX* 


! 7.7966 


0.5566 • 

1.6363 * 3 0254 
0.67C3 j 120.44 
0.0077 J 1.3878 
0.6953 j 12916 
Q.00C6 J 1.0107 
0.4942 SS.7E 
0.1 660 0.2962 


5.SMS 

cjszsr 


* 4*3* 

;rt 


3«-6 

oca 

027*2* 
SOSt 4 


1 'l‘.l 
• 24M 
i Dm 
“« 
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; c rose j 2 

:n 

1.41C4 

- \ &.2S» 


D-266& 

0.1890 

: ' xs 

2.S5 

. 1.8806 f 9.MS3 


02747 

! 3 1948 , 1.B3C3 


3.2793 : 

: 2.3254 ! IZ-SfiM 

123W 

0 2723 i 

! 3.1330 1 3211 . 

5.713 

G.o 5 j 

0.4S39 2.45J7 , 

C-W« 

0.2927 | 

02075 i I.OfTJ 

SHZ1 
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12.18 


15.14 


13.18 


11.69 


,153.00 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Con game 
5 -Between one 
another 

10 Faucet Raw 

14 Facility 

15 More mature 

16 Santa CA 

17 With 57A. 
comment by 
26A 

20 Anne de 

Beaupre 

21 Additional 
conjunctions 

22 S10 gold coins 

23 Inorganic 

25 Of India: pref. 

26 Legendary 
baseball 
manager 

31 Educate 

34 Poiient 

35 Simian 

36 Excessive 
anger 

37 The March 
King 

39 Dancer Verdon 

40 Wrath 

41 Letter opener? 

42 Competed in 
the Tour de 
Franca 

43 26A 
affectionately 

47 Washington 
bids 

43 Forward 
progress 

52 Ashe Stadium 
event 

55 Apple PCs 

56 After the style 
of 

57 See 17A 

60 Flying: pref. 

61 Eatery 

62 First-class 

63 Hinged fastener 

64 Musical 
exercise piece 

65 Lower digits 


TMSPuntea Oaoixom 



By Edgar Fontaine 
Dtgtiton, MA 


DOWN 

1 Earthquake 

2 Desert ptants 

3 Gray-faced 

4 culpa (Sorry 

tjout that) 


5 Showpieces 

6 Halfwaypoint 

7 Makes a choice 

8 O.T. book 

9 Unfermented 

beverage 

10 SL George's 
monster 

11 Dice toss 

12 of Man 

13 Permission sfip 

18 Abraham's wife 

19 Half a Black 
Forest spa? 

24 homo 

(Behold the 
maul) 

25 Doctrines 

27 Now talking! 

28 Rubberneck 

29 Fencing sword 

30 Make a loan 

31 Small combo 

32 British 
nobleman 

33 Elderly 

37 Glenn Miner's 

“Sunrise 

38 Bumpkins 

39 Surround 



41 Sppergiai* star 
inQygnus 

42 Brag 

44 Soda can 
opener 

45 Apportioned 

46 Safa 

49 Southern ebn 

50 Skirt shaoe 


51 Director Peter 

52 Zion National 
Park state 

53 Mats stadium 

54 Rowers 

55 List of dishes 

58 Tiny portion 

59 Stetson or 
fedora 


Peanuts 




Mutt’n’Jeff 





THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“We’ll be meeting a lot of new 
people at the party, is a handshake 
considered sexual harassment?" 



Buy 

Sell 

0.708 

0.710 

1-1911 

M971 

0.2928 

0.3946 

0.4739 

0.4763 

0.1171 

0.1177 

0.547 

0.5497 

0-2488 

0-3503 

Jj_.397 

0-399 


E 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wards. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

9 by H«nr1 An»U and MKa Arflfrton 
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WHAT THE 
C-rriZ£N5 PIC? 
WHEN THElfS 
P EACH Y W5 
LITTERER 


Answer here: 


Now arrange the tinted lettere to 
torm the surprise answer, assug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


tun cum 


„ , . . , (Answers tomorrow). 

I SQUALL FLORID ’ 

SIRLOIN^ 18 ®*fkig flpe come from hera - - 


Wished 

C° nc all: 

>-io 


i, 


Studio hai 


p rofi 


Dev 


1 /JOtff 


■ffifao pi JZ 

soTao 


m 
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whether 

'■ P'Wed^-THE NATIONAL Textile and Plastic 
list evn '^m ndustries Company has emerged from 
on a to hi be red and posted a small profit at the end 

fc^Pnl 30. * ,f last year after registering over JD2.8 
: 10n his k nillion in sales last year, double the 
. P 0, ni. imniini nrwred in 199fi Rnimt Phoirman 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 

National Textile and Plastic Industries 
Company doubles sales to JD2.8 million 



pro- 


• Th - aJ5»ly that there r .„ 

„ ! s deduction last year as the output reached 
progress Js tonnes which represented 91 J per 

Jordan.*' he^-eot of production capacity. In 1996, the 
: wide r^l >utput represented S2 per cent of produc- 

- Ei?en»‘ ion capacity. 

u>ned U p,- Jn £ Mr. Ben Khadra said 43,2 per cent of the 
^ ci\ j| 4V j were in the local market with the 

nT the u.S Remaining 56.S per cent sold to outside 
negotiated ^ uarkets. He highlighted the participation 
45 >f the company in many Jordanian indus- 

* the agree me rial fairs which were held abroad such as 
■ u -' m^reuv h hoSe 10 Ethiopia- Bosnia and Sudan. ‘The 

and , ( ^ 4r iiarp price competition in South East 
the [v%m Cl , u n ! ,ni \sian countries has prevented us until 
ura je ^ 10W 10 enter effectively to those markets,” 
?ni%. ' Ai. Bern Khadra said. 

The chairman indicated that the compa- 
iy was able to reduce its total liabilities by 
D434.700 which is double the amount of 
eduction achieved in 1996. “The largest 
Q jortion in the decrease was in bank cred- 



m 


its — ■ meaning that there is an accelera- 
tion in repaying the indebtedness.” he 
explained. 

Mr. Ben Khadra expected price stability 
to continue around reasonable levels and, 
as such, serve as a base for a more feasi- 
ble operation. He noted in this regard that 
the prices of raw materials have declined 
during the last quarter of 1997 because the 
raw materials are derived from oil, the 
prices of which have declined during the 
same period. 

“In addition, a Kuwaiti company started 
towards the end of last year to produce 
propylene granules and to sell the product 
in the market. Due to the larger supply, the 
price remained relatively low, Mr. Ben 
Khadra said. 

He went on to point out that the contin- 
uation of the oil-for-food agreement 
between Baghdad and the United Nations 
will open wider opportunity for coopera- 
tion with Iraq in terms of "the volume of 
sales. He concluded by stressing that the 
company aims at diversifying its export 
markets. ‘The company has side contracts 
with two outside markets and serious 
negotiations are underway with a third 
outside market,” Mr. Ben Khadra said 
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Major CurTenckw & Cross Rates 


Prices as at. 


15/04/98 18:16 


Cmrericy 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

GAD. 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.7966 

0.5930 

1.4908 

129.38 

1.4383 

1778.20 

20234 

00250 

DE Marie 

0.6568 


03298 

08297 

71.96 

08002 

989.54 

1.1262 

34539 

GB Sterling 

1.6863 

3.0284 

- 

2£123 

217.96 

2A2S4 

2996.08 

34102 

10.1545 

CH Franc 

0.6708 

120.44 

03976 

- 

8072 

0.9639 

1192.14 

135.65 

4.0393 

JPYan 

(L0077 

1.3878 

0.4680 

1.1515 

- 

1.1111 

1X72 

156.28 

44531 

CA Dollar 

0.6963 

1.2916 

04225 

1.0566 

1.11 

- 

1270.80 

14551 

44285 

IT lire 

(LOOM 

1.0107 

03334 

0.0839 

137095 

0.6090' 

- 

11.38 

34879 

NL Guilder 

0.4842 

88.76 

0.2929 

7X66 

63.91 

07106 

877.69 

- 

29768 

FR Franc 

0.1 660 

02982 

00984 

24.7477 

21.45 

0.2387 

33.58 

334800 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


Cirinmcy^'* 

".USD 

' JOD 

SAR 

BAH' 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

USDoUar 

- 

07090 

3.7505 

03770 

3.6403 

03049 

X6729 

1528.50 

34165 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

- 

64898 

04317 

5.1344 

04300 

5.1804 

215545 

44188 

Saudi Riyal 

02686 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

00813 

048 

407.55 

09109 

BaJira/n Dinar 


14806' 

"94483 


9.98' 

08088' 

0.74:; 

4054.38 

.4.0623 

Qatar Dinar 

64747 

01948, 

,1.0303 

1.0303 


OO&B 

“L 

. 419.88 

04385 

^ ' f 

Kuwait Dinar 

22798 

23254 

123008 

14366 

1144 

- 

1205 

601X12 

04385 

Emirates Dinar 

04723 

0.1930 

1.0211 

01028 

09911 

04830 

* 

419.18 

04302 

Lebanese/1 000 

0.65 

0.4639 

24537 

04488 

23816 

01995 

24029 

- 

22352 


04027 

04075 

14978 

0.1103 

1.0655 

04832 

1.0750 

447.39 

- 


Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


' _ » '.iKU 

LDfe; 

Last 

revfoui 

M' Mai 

Brent 

1X09 

1X18 


W.Taxai 

1640 

15.14 


Bonny 

13.09 

1X18 

-... ; , i H-S 

Dubai 

1141 

11.89 

• "■ 

ULGas 

15200 

15X00 


• Cunviicy 

USD : 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

5A Riyal 

02668 

04791 

0.15812 

039776 

344149 

AE Dirham 

02723 

048928 

0.16148 

040616 

354448 

KW Dinar 

34798 

549275 

144477 

4.89237 

424.628 

BH Dinar 

04770 

4.76644 

147307 

345726 

34X407 

GY Pound 

14989 

34078 

1.1242 

28279 

24X328 


■- “\Ca> 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Ubor Fixing 


' Currency 

Buy. 

Sell 

USDoUar 

0.708 

0710 

GB Storifing 

1.1911 

1.1971 

DE Marie 

03928 

03948 

CH Franc 

04739 

04763 

FR Franc 

01171 

0.1177 

JPYan 

0547 

06497 

NL Guilder 

03486 

04803 

-- ITUra 

0497 




-1- 

Month 

-3- 

Monttra 

-B- 

Months 

-1- 

Yaar 

Cncy 

USD 

X8797 

5.7500 

5.7891 

5.9141 

GBP 

74375 

■74104 

74104 

74844 

JPY 

04771 

07604 

07708 

04125 

DEM 

34249 

3.7666 

34904 

44468 

FRF 

34313 

1.5781 

1.7109 

14063 

CHF 

14375 

X6289 

X7344 

3.9375 

ITL 

54960 

5.2280 

4.9260 

- 


A- 1 .n" 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

TEL: 

5684311 - 

5699634 


/ WANTED FOR RENT X 
OFFICE BUILDING 


Specifications; 


Preferred Areas; 
PfiedMp g; 


independent building, 
2,700 sq.m., car parking to 
accommodate at least 40 
cars, preferable building 
under construction. 

Jabal Amman, Shmeisaru, 
Urn Uthaina, Sweifieh. 

April 22,1998 


Please send offers to: 

Operations Officer 
^ Fax No. 46169-47 ^ 


f HOROSCOPE^ 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. 

APRIL 17, /9WS 

A RIES : (March 21 to April 

19) A temper flare-up. no mat 
ter how small, could make 
negative impression. So bite 
your tongue. Thai won't hun as 
much as the argument would. Il 
won't be so difficult. All you 
hare lo do is listen instead of 
talkijig. 

TAURUS: i April 20 to May 

20) Finish up business first 
thing this morning. You'll start 
losing interest as the day pro- 
gresses. That's unusual for you 
Bui. there's something going 
on now that's changing all that. 

If you don't hare enough 
excuses to travel already, do it 
because a faraway friend wants 
to see you very badly. 

GEMINI: ( May 2 ] to June 2i 
Il you're going shopping this 
afternoon, make a list first. 
Don't forget things you need 
for your house. If you've been 
struggling with a small appli 
ance that's broken, it's hard io 
realise how much time you 
spend on chores. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July- 
21 | Your w orkload is so heavy 
and confusing today that you 
might be just about ready io 
quit the whole thing. Don't do 
that Get a partner to help. Your 
next lesson has to do with dele- 
gation. 

LEO: duly 22 to August 21 
You've been in such a good 
mood lately, you may have for- 
gotten to do a couple important 
tasks. Now it’s imperative that 
you get serious. Don't you just 
hate it when this happens? 
Don't complain. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) An older person 
may be stressed today, but you 
should be in a good mood. Your 
love life is going well. If you 
don't have a love life, you're 
liable to stumble onto one. A 
person who would be very 
good for you is not far away. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) It*s time to think 
about changes you want to 
make to your home. If you get 
everything planned, you could 
make lot of progress over the 
weekend. Even if you've got 
company coming over, you can 
still tackle a big project. That 
might even be what they’re 
coming for. 

SCpRPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 ) You'll leant the 
most today by working with an 
expert. That’s your favourite 
way of acquiring information. 

It may interfere with your rou- 
tine, bin that’s OK. With a little 
bit of fancy' stepping — and 
Lord knows you're good at that 
— you’ll be able to find the 
rime. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 io December 21 ) Now you 
have to take care of practical 
maneis. Where’s the money 
coming from, who gets it first, 
and how much will be left 
over? It's important to know' 
how much you have so you can 
figure out bow much you'll 
need. You may not get the raise 
yet, but you're moving in that 
direction. 

CAPRICORN: (December 

22 to January 20) You may 
wake up confused, but by 
lunchtime your head should 
clear. It'll be easy to see what to 
do next, and it’s going to look 
Eke fun. You’ll be anxious to 
get started 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You've got about 
80 different things to finish, and 
you’ve only started 15. Not 
only do you have to huny. you 
need a clear idea of where 
you're going. Someone you 
don't like is telling you what to 
Jo, and he or she is right. 

PISCES: (February 20 lo 
M arch 20) There are hassles 
first thing this morning, but 
conditions get better. By after- 
noon, you'll be in a good mood 
By tonight, you'll be ready to 
party. j 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1998 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Don't lose your temper 
with a gentle person this 
morning. He or she will be 
easily flustered. As the day 
continues, you’ll have more 
power. That’s good, since 
there's work to be done. Hit 
it hard. The money will cer- 
tainly come in handy. 
You've already thought of 
several ways to spend it. 
TAURUS:’ (April 20 to 
May 20) Love could come 
your way today, although 
you may not recognise die 
perron as a potential love 
interest. You may think of 
him or her as a friend. If 
you're married, that could 
be the situation between 
you and your spouse. Is 
there something left unspo- 
ken. or an idea you've been 
withholding?. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 
21) Things may seem too 
hard to deal with this morn- 
ing. but don't worry. The 
confusion clears up as the 
day continues. Your mate or 
partner makes some suc- 
cinct and appropriate sug- 
gestions. It’s hard for you to 
listen when somebody else 
tells you what to do. but 
give it a try. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 
21 ) In order to succeed, trv 


thinking from the point of 
view of your boss, teacher, 
parent or whatever other 
authority figure looms 
prominent in your life. If 
you don't, you could be 
completely blindished by 
something this person asks 
you to do 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Fun. games, romance, 
travel, adventure, excite- 
ment — all of this and more 
is in store for you, on a 
Thursday yeti How are you 
going to make the most of 
this marvellous advantage? 
The obvious first step is to 
get together with the one 
you love. This could be 
your sweetheart, mate or a 
child. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22 1 Your home 
is still in an uproar, but 
that's OK. It may seem like 
everything is costing too 
much. You may have also 
made a bigger mess than 
you had anticipated. Not to 
worry . By tomorrow, condi- 
tions will be a little more 
fun and a little less tense. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22 1 Something you 
find difficult is ridiculously 
easy for a co-worker. 
You've been crying to do it 
the hard wav. and vou’ve 


been resisting. Stop both 
and you’ll find everything 
getting easier. This won’t 
make you less powerful. 
Quite die contrary. Master 
this skill and you’ll be awe- 
some. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) There are 
things going on today that 
need to stay confidential. 
That’s not a problem for 
you. but it could be for a co- 
worker. Make sure this per- 
son doesn't know too 
much. Since you're not 
quite sure which person it 
is, you'd better be careful 
with everything vou sav. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to December 
21) Y'ou’re looking good 
and pushing hard. You're 
strong and you’ve got the 
backing you need. You and 
another person can seize 
victory with one last monu- 
mental effort. Well, it’s not 
even an effort, actually. It’s 
more like tun. 
Congratulations, and keep 
up the good work!. 
CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January' 
20) You may experience 
confusion, bur don't worry. 
It's part of the learning 
process. As you get further 
into the programme, every- 


thing will make more sense. 
You'll certainly be proud of 
yourself for having gone 
through this mess and 
emerging triumphant, so 
don't even think about giv- 
ing up. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) It's better to 
put money into the bank 
than to take money out: it’s 
better to pay bills than to 
charge new stuff. 
Remember that if a friend 
tries to talk you into spend- 
ing money. True, some- 
times you have to spend 
money to make money, but 
right now you have to pay 
off debts to make money. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You’re going to 
have to put up with an older 
person's ridicule. He or she 
thinks it’s funny. You, how- 
ever, don’t appreciate feel- 
ing like the brunt of a joke. 
Can you lighten up about 
this? If not, nothing will 
make this assignment 
worthwhile. Give it a try. It 
might not be as hard as it 
looks. 


Are your ear A rums ready? 

NIGHT TRAIN ex. renoun&d. British Betzul has arrived. 



Blues, 4 Rock 'n 1 Roll, 

performed S nights a week as we 

LOVE ALL SERVE ALL. 

On floe ierrare, in fhe dining room , or ai ike bar 

we're *1 by far. 

(Mon/Tue/TWjFrijSai) 




LOVE ALL 


SERVE ALL 


f.i'V - ' 

■v-' 


AMMAN 

AUoun, TeL Fax.- 5^4^07 





Jordan Market? la ce *** Jordan Marketplace «* Jordan Marketplace 



DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


H Am ra Forum Hotel. 


Phone 


Amman - Cairo - Rio 5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

wnished & Unfurnished 

fmore Information call: 
. . Jp Abdoun Real Estate 

* ^605/5920609/079-30007 

E-mail address 

abdoun® go .com. jo 



Studio,. 



Shmefsanf - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
PhonK 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


.Bluebird 

lours 


Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers' 
escort - sightseeing 
For more Information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

WueWrd@go.com.lo 




; FOR 
1 RENT 


I s * Deluxe Villas 
° and Apartments 


SflNDBEL 



Real Estate 
5 WEIFIYEH 

A. Hajaraf Complex 

t«l 864230 - 865167 
Mebte: 079/37588 


jR 


::: l \ 

JLu 


d&TAl 


Quality Serviced Suites 

* One 4 Two Bftdr rjoms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchens jtlea ’ Daily & 
Long Stay * Rea*i enable Rates 




L’olivier Restaurant 

# 

Abdoun 5929564 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 
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European Cup Winners ’ Cup 

Cosmopolitan Chelsea chase chance 


PARIS (AFP) — Chelsea, 
with one of the most cos- 
mopolitan line-ups in 
England, hope their coach’s 
intimate knowledge of 
Italian football will help 
them overcome Vicenza on 
Thursday to reach the 
European Cup Winners’ 
Cup final. 

But the Londoners might 
just as well be thanking 
their Norwegian or 
Uruguayan connections for 
putting them in their first 
European final since win- 
ning the Cup Winners Cup 
in 1971 when they beat Real 
Madrid. 

Norwegian beanpole Tore 
Andre Flo knows there is no 
more he can do to convince 
Chelsea player-manager 
Gianluca Vialli to pick him 
as his front-line partner for 
the clash with Vicenza at 
Stamford Bridge on 
Thursday. 

But the biggest bonus for 
Vialli, who played 400 
Italian league games with 
Cremonese, Sampdoria and 
Juventus, may be the return 
of Uruguayan midfielder 


Gustavo Poyet just six 
months after his season 
seemed to be over when he 
snapped a cruciate knee lig- 
ament 

“Gustavo has had a very 
difficult time but now he 
has shown he is almost 
ready to play 90 minutes 
again," Vialli said. “The 
nightmare is finishe d for 
him and he might have an 
important role to play on 
Thursday. 

1 know for sure I can 
count on him again if I need 
to.” His comeback could not 
be better timed with the sus- 
pension of Italian midfield- 
er Roberto Di Matteo for 
Thursday’s second leg tie. 

Flo presented another 
irrefutable case for his 
inclusion among the starting 
line-up for Chelsea's 
biggest match of the season 
with a powerful display and 
a crucial breakthrough goal 
in the 2-0 Premiership win 
over Tottenham last week- 
end. 

“If I don't see my name on 
the board when the team- 
sheet is pinned up 


on 


Thursday I will be a bit dis- 
appointed," be said. “But ! 
don't expect anything. It is 
up to the manager and all I 
can do is be ready to do a 
job for Chelsea — whatever 
it is that he wants." 

Flo, who hammered a hat- 
trick against Spurs earlier 
this season, clinched only 
the third League win in 
eight games for Chelsea 
with a precise strike from 
Vialli's deft flick and set up 
the move which provided 
his manager with the second 
goal just before the end. 

He now has 14 goals - just 
four fewer than top-scorer 
Vialli — in just 19 starts. 
They have played in part- 
nership from the start just 
five times, two of those* 
games bringing 2-0 wins. 
That’s the score Chelsea 
need to overcome the 1-0 
first leg defeat in Italy. 

But Vialli's tendency ro 
chop and change — against 
Spurs on Saturday. Vialli 
made seven changes for the 
third consecutive game 
since the 1-0 first leg defeat 
in Vicenza where Flo came 


on as a substitute — makes 
it difficult to say who will 
line up on Thursday. 

‘T have never known a 
club where so many 
changes are made in the 
team from game lo game - 
but then again I have never 
played for a club with so 
many excellent players and 
such a huge squad." Flo 
said. Gianfranco Zola and 
Wales striker Mark Hughes 
who scored the winner at 
Derby last Sunday, as well 
as midfield anchor- man 
Eddie Newton were all rest- 
ed. 

And full back Frank 
Sinclair is still a fitness 
doubt for Thursday with a 
groin injury. But Vialli said: 
"Everybody else is in good 
shape and I would rather 
have selection problems 
like that than be without too 
many players who are 
injured.” 

Vicenza coach Francesco 
Guidolin rates Chelsea on a 
par with Fiorentina with 
whom they drew 1-1 last 
Saturday. “As far as I’m 
concerned there- is little 


between Chelsea and 
Fiorentina so we are opti- 
mistic about successfully 
defending our lead in 
London,” he said. 

Lokomotiv Moscow have 
a similar one-goal deficit to 
make up against German 
side VfB Stuttgart in the 
other semi-final but the goal 
they scored in Germany in a 
2-1 defeat means a 1-0 
scoreline would qualify 
them on the away goals 
rule. 

Since losing to Stuttgart 
Lokomotiv have lost 2-0 to 
UEFA Cup semi-finalists 
Spartak Moscow in the 
Russian cbampionship and 
beaten Dynamo Moscow 1- 
0 in the Russian Cup. 

Lokomotiv defender Igor 
Cherevchenko will not play 
against Stuttgart because of 
two yellow cards but 
Alexander Smirnov and 
Yuri Drozdov, who UEFA 
initially announced as sus- 
pended, have been cleared 
to play. 


Lazio and Inter in UEFA Cup final 


PARIS (AFP) — Impressive 
defending by Lazio against 
Adetico Madrid on Tuesday 
earned them a place in the 
UEFA Cup final against Inter 
Milan to keep Italian clubs on 
course for a grand slam in 
Europe. 

Lazio drew 0-0 with 
Atletico in the Olympic stadi- 
um for a 1-0 aggregate win 
after a commanding display 
at the back. 

And statisticians will have 
been drooling at the numbers 
thrown up by the result of (his 
uninspired semi-final, second 

leg- - 

Lazio and .Inter Milan, who 
earlier beat Spartak Moscow 
4-2 on aggregate, will meet in 
the fourth all-Italian final in 
nine years, and the first all- 
Italian UEFA Cup final since 
Juventus against Parma in 
1995. 

It will also be Inter Milan’s 
fourth UEFA Cup final in 
nine years following wins in 
1991 and 1994 and a runner- 
up spot to Schalke 04 last 
season. 

Lazio had to do without 
suspended Yugoslavian inter- 
national Vladimir Jugovic, 
who scored in their 1-0 win in 
Spain. But Atletico had their 
own absentees in midfielder 
Jose Luis Caminero, who has 
scored three UEFA Cup goals 
this season, and defender 
Deni a Sanchez. 

Lazio's Croatian Alen 
Boksic, who has scored 10 
goals in the Italian league this 
season, looked dangerous up 
front in the first half, but was 
denied a clear-cut chance. 


And at the other end of the 
pitch Atletico’s I talian inter- 
national Christian Vied also 
had a frustrating time. 

The Lazio defence ensured 
Viexi who is the top scorer in 
Spain with 21 goals, was 
unable to produce his usual 

clinical finishin g. 

Alessandro Nesta, suspend- 
ed for the first leg, was par- 
ticularly outstanding in the 
Roman club's rearguard and 
it was no surprise when 
Atletico's best chance before 
the break came from long 
range. Yugoslav Milinko 
Pan tic tried his luck from 
fully. 30 metres. and the ball 
only just flew past keeper 
Luca Marchegiani’s left-hand 
post. 

Atletico coach Raddy Antic 
brought on out-and-out strik- 
er Jose Mari for left winger 
Lardin in the second half as 
Atletico urgently looked to 
score. 

And Mari was only on five 
minutes when he miked eas- 
ily the best chance of the 
match, leaving Antic with his 
bead in his hands. Vieri fed 
Mari a defence-splitting pass 
and, with only ‘keeper 
Marchegiaru to beat, he shot 
wildly left-footed into the 
side netting. 

Antic oooe more injected 
striking talent as he fielded 
youngster Igor Paulovic for 
defender Christian Diaz with 
a quarter hour to go. But the 
match petered out as a specta- 
cle and Atletico, who man- 
aged their first comer with 
three minutes to go, found 
themselves unable to break 



Brazilian striker Ronaklo (L) of Inter Milan celebrates 
after scoring his first goal against Spartak Moscow dur- 
ing their UEFA Cup semi-final second leg match 
(Renters photo) 


Lazio's miserly defence. 

Brazilian ace Ronaldo 
booked Inter Milan's place in 
their second consecutive 
UEFA Cup final when he 
scored both goals in a 2-1 
victory. 

Andrei Tikhonov gave 
Spartak a J3th-minute lead, 
but Ronaldo's equaliser in a 
goalmouth melee levelled a 
game played on a field of 
mud and sand after all the 
grass had been bulldozed off 


along with the snow. 

That first goal made it 3-2 
to Inter on aggregate and 
Ronaldo's second of the 
night, II minutes from full- 
time, put (he outcome beyond 
all doubt as Inter advanced 4- 
2 on aggregate. 

: There was no easy victory, 
however, against a skilful, 
well-organised Russian side. 

' Inter were completely at 
sea in the opening minutes 
and goalkeeper Gianluca 


Furnished roof apartment. Consists of 2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms and well-furnished. 

Location: Between 4th & 5th Circles, JabaJ Amman, 
near Amoun Hotel. 

Tel.: 5672485 


OFFICE FOR SALE 

Located near The Arab Centre for Heart & 
Special Surgery (5th Circle). Includes furniture, 
two phone lines and new air-conditioner. 
Interested' panties only 
call 862824 or (079)37273 


Pagliuca did well to stop 
Tikhonov’s barrelling shot in 
the eighth minute, although 
there was little he could do to 
stop Spartak going ahead 
soon after. 

Spartak took a short comer 
on the right, Tikhonov ghost- 
ed into the area, dodged 
Argentina's Javier Zanetzi 
and cracked an angled drive 
past Pagliuca a split second 
before Diego Simeooe 
. arrived for the tackle. 

Miroslav Romasbenko 
cracked in a searing low shot 
from a 'fie&fackjn ^ itie l 44dj 
minute, which PagUuca did 
well' to block, but seconds 
later he was to blame for 
Inter’s equaliser. 

Moriero chipped the ball 
over from the right, 
Romashenko poked it across 
the goal instead of away and 
it hit the leg of 
Gorioukovitch. He failed to 
control it and the ball landed 
at the feet of Ronaldo, who 
instinctively lashed it home. 

Victory for Inter finally 
came with a move which 
started with Luigi Sartor’s 
throw-in and finished with 
Ronaldo rounding Filimonov 
and slotting the ball into an 
empty net, just he did twice 
in Saturday’s win over AS 
Roma. 

Italian clubs remain on 
course for their first grand 
slam of- winning the 
European Cup, Cup Winners' 
Cup and UEFA Cup since 
1990. Juventus take a 4-1 
lead to Monaco in the 
European Cup semi-final 1 on 
Wednesday and Vicenza lead 
1-6 against London side 
Chelsea before the Cup 
Winners' Cup second leg in 
England on Thursday. 


A U.S. Pedigree Golden Retriever registered at 
the American Kennel Club. Excellent health, 2 
years old, trained and very friendly. 

< Please call 5682735 or 079-23552 , 


Nokia Mobile Phone-GSM+Desk Top+Charger 
(two batteries)+Car Kit+Canon Printer. 

interested persons can contact the 
Australian Trade Commission at 5623620/1 

. All offers should be in sealed envelopes j 


Sacred Heart Parish (Roman Catholic) 
English-Langua ge Holy Week Services in Amman 
Rev. Dr. Kevin G. O’Connell, SJ., Pastor — Phone: 461-4190 

Holy Thursday (16 April 1998) 

5-flQpm Mass of the Lord's Supper -De La Salle Chnrch* 

Good Friday (17 April 1998) 

12:00 noon. Pasdtm Senna an«i Holy CommimiOD — De La Salle Church * 

Hoi)' Saturday (18 April 1998) 

Easter Vigfl Service and Mass of the Resurrection -De La Salle Chinch* 
**AHafc Frfcres itollegc, Razi Street, Jabal Hussein 


10:00 p.m. 


Easter Sunday (19 AiirH 1998) — Mass of tiro Resurrection 
11:00 am Sl Joseph Church (First Circle, Jabal Amman) 

12:00 noon. Chnrch of the Arnmndjation (Jabal al-Weibdeh) 

6:00 p.m. De La Salle Church (Fv&es College, Razi Stnee*, Jabal Hnssein) 


Maya Mufti W compete 
in Rally du Liban 


By Roofan Nahhas 

Special to The Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A giant step 
awaits one of Jordan's 
rally drivers who will 
soon head to Lebanon to 
take part in the Rally du 
Liban, markin g the first 
time a Jordanian woman 
competes in a national 
rally abroad. 

Maya Mufti will make 
her debut on the interna- 
tional rally scene on May 
2 partnered by Lebanese 
co-driver Hala Nasser A1 
Dein in a Nissan Pulsar. 

They are expected to be 
the only women's team, in 
the event covering a dis- 
tance of 400 kilometres 
with 6 special stages 
around the ancient Roman 
seaport of Byblos. 

Although Mufti has 
never taken part in any of 
the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan’s (RACJ) 
rallies, she had her taste of 
speed in the Kingdom. 

“I took part in the speed 
tests here but never in a 
national rally,'’ she point- 
ed OUL 

The reason for her big 
break was an extensive 
sponsorship deal from a 
Lebanese company. 

‘T was offered all the 
support from the 
International Publishers 
Company in Lebanon and 
that's why I am going to 
launch ray rallying career 
from there,” she said. 

“If I had the support-, 
from a Jordanian compa- 
ny I would have started 
from here,” she pointed 
out. 

“I happened to visit 
Lebanon a lot and on my 
last visit I was offered the 
sponsorship needed for a 



Jordan’s Maya Mufti will be the only Jordanian comv- 
peting in the Rally du Liban (file photo) 


rally," she said. 

That includes a folly 
equipped car, mainte- 
nance team, and all the 
expenses. 

Ms Mufti pointed out 
that drivers needs to be 
sponsored in tbeir own 
countries 

“1 am sure that if compa- 
nies here have the willing- 
ness to support rally dri- 
vers, many women will be 
interested in this kind of 
sport” she added. 

Ms. Mufti is spending 
her time now reading 
books on rallies and train- 
ing for the big event 


“I heard a lot about the 
difficulties I am going to 
face but I am looking for- 
ward to gaining the expe- 
rience for future events,” 
she said. 

“One day, I hope to get 
such support from Jordan 
and be part of the RACJ 
rallies.'' she said. 

Luck may still be smil- 
ing for- Mufti as the 
national rally is just a 
beginning. 

“If things go well in the 
first rally then I will be 
covering the whole 1998 
rally season in Lebanon,” 
she said.” 


Leicester 
draw 3-3 
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LONDON (AJFP) — Garry 
Parker slotted home a penal- 
ty kick in the third minute of 
injury time on Tuesday 
night to salvage Leicester 
City a 3-3 home draw in 
their English Premiership 
match against Southampton. 

Norwegian international 
striker Egji Ostenstad 
scored twice and looked to 
have guided the Saints to 
victory before Parker’s late 
spot kick. 

Ostenstad was on target in 
the 17th and 27th minutes. 

He put Southampton into 
the lead against the run of 
play when he stroked the 
ball past United States inter- 
national goalkeeper Kasey 
Keller from the edge of the 
box after a fine pass from 
Matt Le Tissiec. 

Leicester rallied within a 
minute when Irishman Neil 
Lennon unleashed a rocket 
shot inside the right post 
from 25 metres out, but 
Ostenstad then restored 
Southampton’s advantage. 

The mobile frontman 
scored with a fine angled, 
header from close range 
after a curled cross from 
Jason Dodd. 

John Beresford and Le 
Tissier then set up a goal for 
David Hirst to make it 3-1 
just five minutes into the 
second half but Leicester 
fought back bravely. 

They reduced the lead in 
the 52nd minute when Steve 
Guppy's comer was headed 
downwards by defender 
Matt Elliott and then 
bounced up into the net. 

The home side then had 
several chances to draw 
level but found Paul Jones 
in inspired form in the 
Southampton goal until 
Parker's late equaliser: 


Vogts still undecided 
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COLOGNE (AFP) — Berti Vogts showed he has still not 
made up his mind on who will represent Germany at the 
World Cup in France by selecting a large squad of 28 play- 
ers for next Wednesday's friendly international against 
Nigeria in Cologne. 

Three newcomers in the form of Bayern duo Carsten 
Jancker and Christian Nerlinger as well as Schalke defender 
Yves Eigeorauch have been given a chance although none 
will be first string. 

Bayern Munich's Mehmut Scholl and Steffen Freund of 
Borussia Dortmund have also been recalled after a long 
absence. Scholl is doubtful though because of an injury 
picked up in last Saturday's Munich derby against 1860 
which has left bis left ankle is in a cast 

The 28-man squad will be whittled down after tins week- 
end’s Bundesliga matches with the 20-odd remainder lodg-i 
ing at a sports academy in Bergiscb Gladbach just outside* 
Cologne. 

Vogts, who only arrived back in Germany Monday 
evening after - a two-week holiday in the United Arab 
Emirates, is keeping as open a mind as he can on who he will 
take to the World Cup and wants to ensure that even those on 
the periphery of his plans get a chance to prove themselves. 

Mario Basler, who is out injured, is not included in the 
squad and must undergo a fitness test to prove himself in the 
□ext few weeks. Libero Mathias Sammer seems a definite 
write-off as he can not even run yet after his series of devas- 
tating knee injuries let alone play football Dortmund sweep- 
er Juergen Kohler won't play against Nigeria because of a 
one-match suspension he picked up after a red card in last 
month's 1-2 against BraziL He already has his ticket to 
France more or less secure however. 

Dortmund defender Steffen Freund has been given a late£ 
redemption. He lost appeared in a Berti Vogts squad at the 
Euro 96 finals in England, tearing knee ligaments in the 
semi-final against England. He lost a year recovering but is 
now back to his old form and could yet play a role in \fc>gt$’ 
plans because the German coach’s greatest concern is his . 
defence, traditionally a German strong point 

As pre-arranged, Andreas Koepke will step aside in goal 
allowing Bayern’s Oliver Kahn to earn his ninth cap. Vogts 
will have three pre-match training sessions with his side, two 
in Beigisch Gladbach and one in Cologne’s Muengersdorfer 
stadium which is still not sold out for the game. 

There will be a few familiar faces among the Nigerian 
team. Stuttgart striker Jonathon Akpoborie will be supported 
by Ajax Amsterdam's former FC Cologne midfielder 
Sunday Oliseh and Jay Jay Okocha who use to play for 
Eintrachi Frankfort. This will be the last match fdt 
Germany’s players to prove themselves. 

Berti Vogts plans to name his 22-man World Cup squad in 
about three weeks time with another five or six placed on 
stand by. On May 18th all nominees will go to Finland for a 
10-day training camp which will include a friendly against 
the host nation in Helsinki on May 27. 
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PHILADELPHIA T 

V X 

Morgan Freeman & 
Ashley Judd ... in 

KISS THE GIRLS 


AT 


CINEMA 


TH.-4W4144 


-A 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 


A 


Yusra & Ilham 
Shahin ... in 

DANTELLA 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


X 


CINEMA 


TEL3fr9«38 


PLAZA 




CINEMA 


TEL567742D 


A 


The biggest cinema prtxh wcllon 

TITANIC 


A. 


Shows: 12:00,3:00,7:00.’ 
10:30 p.m. 


CONCORD 



TEL: 5934793 

GALLERIA 2 




ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI 
-KAMANANA 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

CCBCOBD "2" 

Adel Imam AYusra ... in 

RISALA IL A AL WAU 

Shows: 11-30, 3:30.7:00, 9:00, 1 1 :00 




ABDOUN 
GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 

Shows: 11:00, 2:00,5:15, 
8:30, 12:00 


A 




CBSEMA. „ . - . TELr 5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 
GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC " 

Shows: 3-J0, 7:00, 10:30 
The film is also on at 12:00 cun. on 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays 











Hdan^nesTbote 

TEL: 4625155 
STARTNG APRIL 6TH 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Vanes; Amal 
Dab(?as, Rania Kurdi and the group 
at8^0p.m.' 


A 


Fw reservations call: 4640IS5, 4625 155 
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1st .Division Basket b all Championship 

Orthodoxi beat Ahtt to top standings 
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$. rv By a Jordan Tones 
& ' ' Staff Reporter 

Zt'jr.- 

— A1 Orthodox] 
beat all-time 
A1 Ahli 84-61 to tal»» 
in the three- team 
Division Basketball 
ionship playoffs, 
igh A1 Ahli held on 
£4-33 lead at halftime, 
j£eff<poor physical condi- 
and incomplete 
were the main rea- 
behind their eventual 

had also held to a 
score against A1 
to whom they 
ly lost 78*63 in the 
playoff match of the 
■round event 
Orthodoxi consolidate 
lead towards the 
of the second half as 
Saqqa sank in a three 
r to give his teams a 
lead followed by six 
ve points by 
__ Samara, aided by 
.lyznan Du’eis in rebound- 
ing and follow up. 

Al Ahli, on the other 
hand, were led by Faisal 


"JV " V 

— lamlod* 

s'-mineife; 
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Nsour and Yousef 
Zaghloul as the team 
missed the efforts of 
Mo hamm ad Shamali and 
Marwan Ma’touq who are 
both nursing injuries. 

The lineup also again 
missed centre Ramez 
Hammoudeh who has quit 
the team for personal rea- 
sons. 

The team is suffering the 
ill-effects of inadequate 
pre-season training which 
led to an inconsistent form, 
after officials concentrated 
more on technicalities like 
recruiting a coach and lur- 
ing back veterans to the 
lineup. 

Wednesday’s win 

enabled A1 Orthodoxi to 
top the standings for now 
before facing titleholders 
A1 Jazireb Saturday. 

That game, in addition to 
winning again in the sec- 
ond round of the playoffs 
will be the deciding factor 
in the fight for title since 
the top two are tied in 
overall points. 

After losing to the two 
other top teams in the pre- 




Knicks lose to Wizards 


ndecidi 
v squac 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Knicks, whose protest over 
their controversial loss at 
Miami was denied before 
the game, missed a chance 
to clinch a playoff spot 
Tuesday by losing 104-102 
to die struggling 
Washington Wizards. 

New York failed to elimi- 
nate the Wizards from play- 
off contention and also blew 
. an opportunity to move 
.-.‘vki back into seventh place in 
. :nr^!-the East after New Jersey 
. lost at home to Toronto. 

Tracy Murray scored 27 
points as Washington 
r. : r-i cuv -snapped a three-game los- 
. ing streak. The Wizards 
. must win their final three 

games hope either New 
.• .. Saris fc York or New Jersey loses 
jP- the rest of its games to make 
• it -Hbe playoffs. 

- - Allan Houston scored 23 

for New York. 

v * Raptors 96, Nets 92: In 

‘ -.T^' East Rutherford, New 
' :i Jersey, Doug Christie 

scored 13 of his 23 points in 
. . vrJ- ‘ 'd* fomth quarter, and 
. i.:‘ Marcus Camby set a team 

- .. record with 11 blocked 

* . ,'.7- v <: shots as Toronto broke a 13- 

• ' . ' game losing streak. 

Camby had 15 points, 12 
. . ■ h'J rebounds for his first triple 

• ' _ double as the Raptors ral- 

' . from an 1 1-point deficit 

• - • v ^-;. r late in the third quarter to 

■ ' .. v, .prevent New Jersey from 

'■ ^ “j^lindiing its first playoff 
" „ '-j berth since 1994. 

' Keith Van Horn led New 
g^Jersey with 25 points and a 
' . " career-high 16 rebounds. 

v -'^-Kendall Gill had 23 points 
: the Nets’ five-game win- 

... ' r '\l : nmg streak was snapped. 

•• '-■// • Hornets 104, Bucks 82: 

. In Milwaukee, Glen Rice 

• scored 30 points and 

•:-T'>Chariotte snapped a five- 
• v 1 ?£’*pnie road skid by outscor- 
>ng Milwaukee 36-18 in the 
: * v “ : , second quarter, 
r - Anthony Mason had half 

.. _■■■■’ of his 18 points in the sec- 
^ period, when the 

V Hornets shot 72.7 percent 

• sf ; (16of-22) to take a 57-42 
'V - halftime lead. 

.* .„*• Charlotte remained one 

^ ^ l! V game ahead of Atlanta for 
- : \r •••. : ‘ 1[ four * place in the Eastern 

7 Conference playoffs and 

• j ^ homecourt advantage in the 

"V' first round of the playoffs. 

Ervin Johnson had 17 



rebounds and 16 points for 
Milwaukee. 

■ Hawks 95, 76ers 94: In 
Atlanta, Alan Henderson 
scored a career-high 39 
points and Mookie 
Blaylock's 10th steal of the 
game prevented a potential 
game-winning shot as 
Atlanta won- its third 
" stoaight ’■ _ • " ' ■ 

Blaylock made his career- 
high 10th steal with IS sec- 
onds left to preserve the 
win. He finished with 11 
assists and 14 points and to 
record his second triple- 
double of the season. He 
also had eight rebounds. 

Henderson was 16-for-21 
from the field in surpassing 
his previous career-high of 
27 points. 

Allen Iverson led 
Philadelphia wife 26. 

• Cavaliers 95, Celtics 
86: In Geveland, Shawn 
Kemp had 22 points and 10 
rebounds as Cleveland 
clinched at least sixth place 
in the Eastern Conference. 

The victory was the Cavs’ 
46th of the season, four 
more than last year’s total 
after chan ging the entire 
starting lineup. 

Derek Anderson came off 
the bench to score 15 
a gains t three of his ex-te ani- 
mates and former Kentucky 
coach Rick Pitino. 

Antoine Walker led the 
Celtics with 31 points. 

• Lakers 111, Mavericks 
95: In Dallas, Shaquille 
O’Neal scored 34 points, 12 
of them off of dunks, and 
the Los Angeles Lakers 
rolled to their 14th victory 
in 16 games. 

O'Neal decided the game 
at the start of the third quar- 
ter scoring 10 points during 
a 21-5 run- 

Michael Finley scored 23 
points for the Mavericks. 
Hubert Davis added 15. 

• Rockets 94, Nuggets 
88: In Houston, Mario Etie 
scored 23 points, including 
13 in the fourth quarter, as 
the Houston overcame a 14- 
point halftim e deficit to 
win. 

Hakeem Olajuwon fin- 
ished with 13 points, 18 
rebounds and eight assists 
and Clyde Drexler had 16 to 
drop the Nuggets to 2-37 on 
the road. 


LaPhonso Ellis and Cory 
Alexander led the Nuggets 
with 22 points each. 

• Jazz 126, 
Tnnberwolves 109: In Salt 
Lake City, Karl Malone had 
44 points, 14 rebounds and 
six assists as Utah moved 
ahead of Chicago in the race 
for home-court advantage 
throughout the play offs. . 

The victory gave Utah a 
60-19 record, the same as 
the Bulls. 

The Jazz hold the 
tiebreaker edge by virtue of 
their season sweep of the 
Bulls. 

Malone scored 16 points 
in the fourth quarter after 
Minnesota cut a 25-point 
Utah first-half lead to 
seven. 

Stephon Maibury had 25 
points and 13 assists for 
Minnesota. 

Jeff Homacek had 20 for 
Utah. 

• SuperSonics 110, 
Grizzlies 98: In Seattle, 
Gary Payton scored 27 
points and Seattle readied 
the 60-win plateau for the 
third time in five seasons. 

The Sonics stayed a half 
game behind Utah for the 
best record in the West and 
remained a game in front of 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 

Hersey Hawkins scored 
12 of his 15 points in the 
pivotal third quarter, when 
the Sonics fell behind 
momentarily and then went 
ahead to stay. Vin Baker 
added 18 points and nine 
rebounds for Seattle. 

Vancouver, which lost its 
10th straight game to the 
Sonics, was led by Tony 
Massenburg’s 22 points. 

• Trail Blazers 92, Kings 
66: In Portland, Oregon, 
reserve Walt Williams 
scored all 19 of his points in 
the second quarter and 
Arvydas Sabonis returned 
to the Portland lineup with 
16 points and nine 
rebounds. 

The victory, combined 
with Minnesota's loss at 
Utah, clinched the No. 6 
playoff spot in the Western 
Conference for Portland. 

Corliss Williamson scored 
12 and Billy Owens 11 for 
Sacramento. 
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Service held for Hillsborough victims 


LIVERPOOL (AFP) — A special 
memorial -service to mark the ninth 
anniversary of the Hillsborough stadi- 
um disaster in which 96 Liverpool 
fans died will be held at the club's 
Anfield ground on Wednesday. 

Between 5.000 and 10,000 people 
are expected to line the terraces of 
‘The Kqp’ stand to pay their respects 
to the supporters who lost their lives 
during the 1989 FA Cup semi-final 


clash against Nottingham Forest. 

The fans died from asphyxiation as 
crowds poured onto the terraces after 
police had opened gates into an 
enclosed area. They were unable to 
escape onto the pitch because of fenc- 
ing designed to keep fans from invad- 
ing the pitch. 
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Iiminary rounds, A1 Ahli 
are third and their ambi- 
tions were confined to tak- 
ing the runner up spot after 
being ruled out of con- 
tention for the title. 

However, that hope has 
also been ruled out and it 
seems they will replace A1 
Orthodoxi in third place in 
the final standings. 

In the preliminary round, 
A1 Jazireh beat A1 
Orthodoxi 92-84 and lost 
73-69. However, they 

managed to beat A1 Ahli 
twice 75-69, and 57-53. 

After ending A1 
Orthodoxi ’s 1976-1989 
undisputed reign, A1 Ahli 
were champions in 1990, 
1992, 1993 and 1994 aided 
by the signing of Naser 
Bushnaq. 

A1 Orthodoxi came back 
to win in 1991, 1995 and 
1996 and Al Jazireh ended 
a 30-year domination 
among the two rivals last 
season. 


Koumikova, 
Likhovtseva 
out of 
Australian 
Fed Cup 

PERTH (AFP) — Russian 
stars Anna Koumikova and 
Elena Likhovtseva with- 
drew Wednesday from rhis 
weekend's Federation Cup 
clash with Australia. 

Tennis Australia said 
Koumikova had a strained 
stomach muscle while no 
reason was given for 
Likhovtseva's absence 
except that she was 
‘•unavailable.” 

The Russian Learn now 
consists of Tatiana Panova, 
ranked 83 in the world, 
Ekaterina Syssoeva, ranked 
126, and the unranked 
Anastasia Myskina. 

Australian team captain 
Lesley Bowrey said she 
was confident but wary 
with her squad including 
Rachel McQuillan ranked 
60 in the world, Kerry- 
Anne Guse at 65, Annabel 
Ellwood 104 and Rennae 
Stubbs at 322. 

“The Russians have a 
reputation of producing 
stars out of nowhere and 
now we have to be wary of 
the unknown,” she said. 

“We don’t know what’s 
coming or what lays 
ahead.” 

The teams meet in the 
first round tie on grass at 
Royal King’s Park in Perth 
where Australia beat the 
Slovak Republic in 1995. 

The Russians are expect- 
ed to arrive here late 
Wednesday. Bowrey, 
whose squad is already in 
Perth, said the extra prac- 
tice on grass could prove 
beneficial. 

“When you are talking 
changing . surfaces, it's 
more difficult to walk on to 
grass than any other sur- 
face," she said. 

“You really need to get 
the hours up on grass. The 
more time our giris spend 
on the courts now, the bet- 
ter they’ll feel on die week- 
end. 


Chang wins, Rafter 
knocked out of Japan Open 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Tournament favourite 
Patrick Rafter was the 
biggest casualty in the 
Japan Open tennis 
Wednesday, crashing to a 
shock straight sets defeat 
as Michael Chang 
cruised through to the 
next round. 

The top-seeded 

Australian was subjected 
ro an array of aces and 
lightning service return 
winners by ISlst-ranked 
.American Brian MacPhie 
before losing 3-6, 6-7 
(4/7). 

“It's always tough com- 
ing to a new tournament, 
new conditions, new sur- 
face and to play someone 
like Brian. He is very 
aggressive and it's hard 
to get into rhythm. You 
never know what’s gonna 
happen," said Rafter. 

It was Rafter's first 
match this week after a 
busy weekend in India 
where he collected his 
third career title. 

Rafter and other seven 




Brian Macphie of the U.S. raises his arms in celebration 
after upsetting Australian Pat Rafter in the second 
round of the Japan Open (Reuters photo) 

men's top seeds received 
first round byes. 

Second-seeded Michael 
Chang showed no ill 
effects from his knee 
injury as he raced to a 6- 
4, 6-1 victory over John 
van Lottum of the 
Netherlands. 

Chang injured his left 
knee a month ago at 
Indian Wells and came 
back to action last week 
in Hong Kong where he 
suffered his first first- 
round defeat in Asia. 

But the 1989 French 
Open champion was 
untroubled by the injury 
in his second comeback 
match shortly after 
Rafter was knocked out 


on the Ariake Coliseum 
centre court. 

“Today was actually a 
very big start for me,” 
said Chang. “Looking at 
my career, I think it was a 
normal firet second- 
round match, but today I 
was quite pleased with 
the way that things 
went." 

“Fortunately in my 
career, I haven’t had to 
deal with these kind of 
major injuries before 
with the exception of 
fracturing my hip at the 
end of 1989, so I’m quite 
oveijoyed that I was able 
to win my first match. 

“My knee is not 100 per 
cent at the moment, but 
the important thing is 
that I’m up on the court. 
I'm moving better each 
day and on top of that, 1 
don’t feel pain," he 
added. 

After beating Rafter, 
the world number four, 
MacPhie said: “J feel like 
I served pretty well. I 
think to beat someone 
like Pat, you have to 
serve well consistently. I 
think it was a big key." 

“It was definitely the 
best win in my career. 
Maybe he was not at the 
top of his game like he 
has been in other tourna- 
ments, but it gives me 
confidence to compete at 
that level," added 
MacPhie, who fired 10 
aces and seven service 
return winners. 

It was sweet revenge 
for the 25-year-old 
American who lost his 
only previous meeting 
against Rafter in Hong 
Kong a year ago. 


Pat Rafter of Australia makes a return to American 
Brian Macphie during the second ronnd of the Japan 
Open tennis tournament in Tokyo (Reuters photo) 


Furnished apartment. Consists of 3 bedrooms 
(one is master), 3 bathrooms, kitchen, central 
heating, balcony and telephone. 

Please caff 5524503 or 079-83050 , 


DUTY UNPAID 

4WD Mitsubishi Pajero (Long), fully equipped, 
very good condition, model 1988, JD5,300 
Rafael Telefax: 4642647 
. E-mail: rafa@index.com. jo , 
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EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 
AT MOUNT NEBO 


% 


Sunday 19 April 1998 at 6 a.m. 

The service (in English) is organised by the 
Anglican Jordan Chaplaincy 
Enquiries: 465 6195 or 5514771 
All are most welcome 

Bring a picnic breakfast for after the service! .. 
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Under the Patronage of 
HRH Princess Rania Ai Abdullah, 
Jordan River Designs invites you to attend 

Award winning Jan Kassay 
“Rowers Series” 

Special Holiday Exhibition, Children’s Egg 
Hunt & Outdoor Antiques Market 

Thursday, April 16th, 1998 
4:00-4:30 p.m. 

Children’s Holidav_EggHunt 

Bani Hamida garden 

( next to Jordan River Design showroom) 

Special prizes, tickets at the gate; 1 JD per child 
Sponsored by The Candy Box, Abdoun 
5:00 p.m. 

“Rowers" Exhibition Obenino_&Antiques_Market 
by HRH Princess Rania Al Abdullah 
Jordan River Designs Showroom 

"Rowers" Exhibit & Antiques Market will run through 
April 22, 1998. Showroom Hours: 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

” For more Information, [Mease call Jordan 
« River Designs: 

461-3081 Jordan River Designs Showroom, 
First Circle, Jabal Amman, Rainbow Street 



Arab Water 98 

The International Conference and Exhibition for the Arab Water industry 


r ’ 'r~Tjp «?> I. 
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-MAIL: 
com jo 


Under the Auspices of H.E. Dr Mahmoud Abu Zeid, 
Minister of Public Works & Water Resources 


Water Treatment Technology 
$ Water Resources Management 
^ Transport & Distribution 
% Information & Communication Systems 
^ Finance, Privatisation & Human Resources 

Over 25 countries represented 

Over 1200 participants expected 

More than 85 presentations by water experts 



26-28 April, 1998 

Cairo International 
Conference Centre 

Cairo, Egypt 


Publications: 

water worki 


mms mamma 


For more information, please contact: 
MAGICX, Ms Nadia Romani 
phone: +(202)3421711 • fax: +(202)341 3663 
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Israel frees longest-held 
‘administrative detainee 


EL BIREH (AFP) — Israel 
released on Wednesday its 
longest-held Palestinian 

‘‘administrative detainee " 

Ahmad Katamesh, after he 
spent more than five years in 
prison without tdaL 
Mn Katamesh, 45, left 
Israel's Damon prison early 
Wednesday and returned to his 
home in this West Bank town 
next to Ramaflah. 

“1 feel like I’ve come back 
from the cemetery. I'm very 
happy to be home." Mr. 
Katamesh said 
A senior West Bank leader of 
the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). Mr. Katamesh was 
arrested in RamaUah on 
September 1. 1992 at the 
height of the ‘‘intifada'' upris- 
ing against Israeli occupation. 

He had been burned by 
Israeli security forces for 16 
years and was reportedly inter- 
rogated after his arrest for 100 
days about his role in the PFLP, 
a leftist faction of the Palestine 
Liberation of Organisation 
(FLO) based in Damascus. 

He was then sentenced to six 
months in administrative 
detention — a term which was 
then renewed each half-year 
until now. 

The military was ordered 


twice to release Mr. Katamesh. 
once in December 1992 by the 
supreme court and once by a 
military judge in October 
1993, but each time the army 
simply issued new administra- 
tive detention orders. 

As part of the deal for his 

release. Mr. Katamesh agreed 
to speak with Israel’s two main 
television stations, which were 
expected to broadcast the inter- 
views Thursday night, his 
attorney, Leah Tzemel, told 
AFP. 

The Haaretz newspaper said 
Mr. Katamesh also agreed to 
sign a statement denouncing 
political violence, but Ms. 
Tzemel declined to comment 
on this. 

Ms. Tzemel said Kaiamesh's 
release would be followed by 
the liberation of other adminis- 
trative detainees “as the result 
of growing public opposition" 
to the military's use of impris- 
onment without trial for sus- 
pected Palestinians. 

The detention procedure is 
coveted by state of emergency 
legislation dating from Israel’s 
creation 50 years ago and per- 
mits persons suspected of 
endangering state security to 
be held without trial for renew- 
able six-month periods. 

Under the procedure, neither 


detainees nor their lawyers are 
informed of the charges or evi- 
dence against the suspects and 
they are never brought before a 
court 

At least 200 Palestinians are 
currently being held in admin- 
istrative detention, five of them 
for more than three years. 

But Ms. Tzemel said scores 
of others had been released in 
the past six months. largely as 
the result of lobbying by a 
group created by several Israeli 
lawyers called Open Doors. 

Mr. Katamesh came from a 
family of well-known nation- 
alists and his younger brother, 
Ribhi, was released early this 
month after serving four years 
in administrative detention for 
his activities in the PFLP. 

Their oldest brother, 
Mohammad, was left partially 
paralysed and eventually died 
from injuries suffered when he 
was tortured during a spell in 
Israeli prisons in the late 1970s. 

Four other Katamesh broth- 
er? aD spent time in Israeli jails. 

Palestinian National 

Authority officials said the 
release of Mr. Katamesh fol- 
lowed a recent request submit- 
ted by Yasser Araik's deputy, 
Mahmoud Abbas, to Israeli 
cabinet secretary Danny 
Naveh. 


Israeli lawyer asks France 
to refuse SLA chief asylum 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli lawyer appealed to 
France Wednesday to refuse 
asylum to the head of a pro- 
Israeli Lebanese militia. 
General Antoine Lahad as 
long as Israel refuses to release 
a Lebanese woman jailed since 
199S for trying to assassinate 
him. 

Leah TzeraeL an attorney 
representing the Lebanese 
woman, Suha Bishara. wrote 
to French President Jacques 
Chirac Wednesday asking for 
his help in convincing Israel to 
release her client. 

“It is inconceivable thai 
France could welcome one of 
the main figures behind Israel's 
occupation of south Lebanon 
without trying to help this 


young resistance fighter who 
long ago finished paying for an 
act for which she was never 
tried," Ms. Tzemel said in the 
leton; a copy of which was 
obtained by AFP. 

According to Israeli press 
reports, Gea Lahad could seek 
political asylum in France if 
Israel follows through on its 
stated desire to withdraw from 
the buffer zone occupied in 
south Lebanon by the Israeli 
army and LahatTs South 
Lebanon Army (SLA). 

“The preconditions for wel- 
coming Gen. Lahad in France 
must be the immediate closure 
of the Khiara prison and the 
release of Suha Bishara and the 
other detainees." Ms. Tzemel 
said, referring to an Israeli-run 


jail in south Lebanon. 

Ms. Tzemel has also 
appealed to Israel's supreme 
court to obtain the release of 
Ms. Bishara. 31, who shot and 
seriously wounded Gen. 
Lahad in 1988. 

The Israeli government last 
month approved for the first 
time a 1978 UN. resolution 
calling for the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from Lebanon. 

But Israel said it would only 
cany out the pullback if 
Lebanon agreed to security 
arrangements to protect north- 
ern Israel from attack by 
Islamists and Palestinian fight- 
ers. 

Lebanon and its Syrian 
patron rejected tie condition. 


Palestinians hope Blair can work 
N. Ireland magic with Israel 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinians are hoping that 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair can work the same magic 
in Middle East negotiations as 
be did in Northern Ireland by 
pressuring Israel to make con- 
cessions for peace. 

But unlike in Northern Ireland. 
Mr. Blair must take a backseat in 
the Middle East to the United 
Stales, which has been reluctant 
to override Israeli objections and 
put forward a package proposal 
to break the year-long deadlock 
in negotiations. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat welcomed the Northern 
Ireland peace deal and said he 
hoped that Mr. Blair, who arrives 
in the region on Thursday, “will 
equally succeed in establishing 
the peace with Israel." 

However, uop Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erekat acknowl- 
edged that the Palestinians are 
“realistic." “We don’t expect 
Blair to be able to solve every- 
thing.” he said. 

The Palestinians hope in par- 
ticular that Mr. Blair, whose 
counny currently holds the rotat- 
ing presidency of the European 
Union (EU), can promote a 
package peace proposal that the 
United Stales has so far balked at 
officially putting on the table. 

“T be essential thing is the 
American proposals. Blair 
should mge the Americans to go 
public with their plans and 
should pressure Israel to abide 
by its agreements," especially 
concerning overdue troop with- 


drawals in the West Bank. Mr. 
Erekat said. 

The Palestinians have 
expressed fears that Washington 
is backing away from their pro- 
posals. which reportedly would 
press Israel to cede 13 per cent of 
the West Bank to Pales union 
control as the first step towards 
reviving negotiations. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has tried 
to prevent die United States 
from announcing the package, 
saying the 13 per cent scope is 
too large and instead offering a 
pullback of around nine per cent. 

The same week as Mr. Blair’s 
visit, US. special envoy Dennis 
Ross is expected to return to the 
region for the second time in a 
month in a new bid to find a 
compromise formula for the 
package. 

Faced with the deadlock on 
the central issue of the troop 
withdrawals. Mr. Blair may 
focus instead on trying to clinch 
a deal on side issues which have 
remained unimplemented since 
1995 self-rule accords, an EU 
diplomat said. 

EU and Israeli officials say a 
deal is within reach on these so- 
called “interim peace issues " 
which include the opening of an 
airport and seaport and of a joint 
Israeli-Palestinian industrial 
zone in Palestinian-run Gaza. 

EU officials said a push from 
Mr, Blair could in particular 
finalise an agreement for ihe 
industrial zone, planned for the 
Kami crossing point between 


Gaza and IsraeL 

The key to meeting Israel's 
security concerns and sealing an 
agreement could be an EU 
financed. Germany-produced 
scanner system capable of 
quickly checking cargo tracks 
entering Israel from the zone for 
weapons or explosives. EU offi- 
cials said. 

While only a detail of the 
broader peace process, agree- 
ment on Kami would represent 
the first concrete achievement in 
the peace talks for more than 14 
months. 

Ml Blair will also sign with 
Mr. Arafat an agreement creat- 
ing a Palesnnian-EU commis- 
sion on security issues, pan of 
European efforts to meet Israeli 
demands that the Palestinians 
conduct a stiff crackdown 
against Islamists. 

Meanwhile, the Palestinians 
hope the energetic Mr. Blair, 
fresh off his victory in Northern 
Ireland, will sound a moral call 
to Mr. Netanyahu, who the 
Palestinians increasingly fed 
simply has no interest in advanc- 
ing the peace process. 

•‘Blair must leach Netanyahu 
the lessons of history. We hope 
Blair will tell Netanyahu to look 
forward and not backwards." 
Mr. Erekat said. 

“While Blair is decisively 
putting all his weight behind 
stopping bloodshed. Netanyahu 
is building a future of bigotry, 
hatred and violence. He is creat- 
ing another Northern Ireland 
here." he said- 


U.K. replaces Illustrious with bombers 


LONDON (R) — Britain on 
Wednesday sent an extra four 
Tornado bombers to the Gulf 
to keep up the militeny pressure 
on Iraq to abide by a United 
Nations agreement on 
weapons inspections. 

The aircraft left a Royal Air 
Force base in Germany for 
Kuwait joining eight other 
Tornadoes based there and 


bringing Britain's air power in 
the region to 24 warplanes. 

British defence ministry offi- 
cials said the four bombers 
were taking the place of the 
British aircraft carrier 
Illustrious, which was sent to 
the Gulf at the height of the 
standoff between Iraq and the 
United Nations in February. 

-Illustrious, which carried 14 


Harrier jump jets, is returning 
to Britain for a previously 
scheduled refit 
“The Tornadoes are being 
sent out as a demonstration of 
our resolve to stay in Kuwait 
until we are completely dear 
that [Iraqi President] Saddam 
Hussein will abide by the 
agreement with the UN„" said 
a defence ministry official. 
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PIERCING THE TONGUE FOR SIVA & PARVATL* A Hindu devotee pierces his tongue with a five-foot iron rod in 
celebration of the Gajan festival in the village of Bainan in West Bengal state on Tuesday. The festival celebrates the 
marriage of the God Siva, one of the principal Hindu deities, and Goddess Parvati (Reuters photo) 


Algerian officers were arrested for 


murdering up to 70 people — press 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Local 
officials arrested in the 
western Algerian city of 
Relizane were responsible 
for the execution of up to 70 
civilians, the privately- 
owned Liberte daily news- 
paper reported Wednesday. 

But the arrests received 
conflicting coverage in the 
local press with two other 
dailies — L' Authentique 
and Nouvelle Republique 
— reporting that the offi- 
cials in question, the mayors 
of Relizane and of neigh- 
bouring Jdioua, had killed 
only two people. 

There was no confirma- 
tion of the arrests of the 
officials and of members of 
self-defence groups from 
civilian or judicial authori- 
ties. 

Earlier reports in the pri- 
vately-owned media sug- 
gested that those arrested 
were installing a "reign of 
terror" in the region. 250 
km southwest of Algiers. 

Liberte published an 


account by a member of the 
Madani family from Jdioua 
whose brother was dragged 
off by Relizane's Mayor El 
Hadj Fergane and other 
armed men to be killed in 
1995. with six other people. 

“I recognised all of them, 
they were led by El Hadj 
Fergane,” said the witness. 

“Just when I realised that 
my brother was not the only 
one to be kidnapped, one of 
the relatives of another vic- 
tim told me that seven bod- 
ies had been found at 
Kerkaba." near Jdioua, he 
went on. 

He said the bodies were so 
disfigured they were 
unrecognisable. 

Other accounts gathered 
by Liberte indicated that 
between 50 and 70 people 
had been summarily execut- 
ed. 

An earlier Liberte report 
said the arrests had fol- 
lowed the discovery of 79 
civilian bodies in Relizane, 
some of which had clearly 


been buried alive. 

Authentique sought to 
reassure readers that the 
authorities had discovered 
no mass graves other than 
those already used for 
alleged killings by 
Islamists. 

The paper joined other 
media in arguing that the 
arrest of the two mayors" 
demonstrated that the rule 
of law was functioning 
healthily in Algeria. 

Despite the discrepancy in 
the number of executions 
for which the officials were 
responsible, Liberte con- 
curred with other papers, 
stating: “today we have 
proof that no wrongdoing 
will be tolerated r iri a' state 
which claims to be ruled by 
law." 

It noted that the “discreet 
and beneficial intervention” 
of the stale took place 
“without the meddling of 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions or international rap- 
porteurs.” 


L' Authentique echoed 

other dailies when it voiced 
fear that the arrests could be 
“an ideal opportunity to 
question the existence of 
self-defence groups and the 
right to self-defence.” 

The North African coun- 
try has been in the grip of an 
TslamisT Insurrection -since 
the cancellation in 1992 of 
the second round of general 
elections that the now-out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation 
Front was poised to win. 
More than 60,000 people 
have died in the violence, 
according to Western esti- 
mates. . 

Numerous reports have 
arisen in recent months 
regarding the possible 
involvement of forces on 
the government side in 
atrocities against civilians, 
though Algiers routinely 
blames Islamist guerrilla 
groups. 


Tehran 
mayor 
freed 
on bail 


TEHRAN ( APi — 
Tehran's mayor was freed 
on bail Wednesday. Iranian 
official sources said, a day 
after riot police clashed 
with thousands of people 
demonstrating in his sup- 
port. 

Gholamhossein Karba- 
schi was freed from the 
capital's Evin prison, the 
sources said on customary 
condition of anonymity. 

Iran's supreme leader. 
Ayatollah Aii Khamenei, 
intervened to secure the 
release of mayor, who was 
derained on April 4 on cor- 
ruption charges. the 
sources told The Associat- 
ed Press. 

Mr. Karbaschi had 
become the focus of a 
power struggle between 
moderates and hard-liners 
inside Iran's Islamic gov- 
ernment. 

Baton-wielding riot 
police broke up a demon- 
stration in central Tehran 
Tuesday by some 4.000 
university students calling 
for the reformism's release. 

His arrest had been 
ordered by the chief judge. 
Ayatollah Mohammad 
Yazdu who belongs to the 
hard-line faction in the 
government that is opposed 
to the reforms introduced 
by a group of moderates 
around Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami. 


N. Ireland Unionists battle 
against compromise deal 


Paisley: Blair should come up with alternative 


BELFAST (AFP) — 
Protestant firebrand , Ian 
Paisley on Wednesday 
spearheaded the campaign 
against Northern Ireland's 
compromise peace deal, 
challenging British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair to come 
up with an alternative. 

Mr. Paisley, leader of the 
hard-line Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP). 
defied Mr. Blair to set out 
an alternative settlement for 
the province in the event of 
a rejection of last week's 
deal when referenda are 
held in Northern Ireland and 
the Irish Republic next 
month. 

“Is he going to consider 
an alternative or force this 
down the throats of the peo- 
ple?" questioned Mr. 
Paisley. 

A spokeswoman for Mr. 
Blair said it was “prema- 
ture" to guess the result of 
the referenda, but added: 
•“Obviously the prime min- 
ister hopes very much there 
will be a resounding 'yes' 
vote.” 

Announcing a series of 
rallies and protests against 
the deal — which would see 
Northern Ireland remain 
part of Britain, but give 
Dublin a say in its affairs 
for the first time — Mr. 
Paisley said: “This is a 
struggle for the lifeblood of 
our country.” 

Unionist anger was 
fuelled on Tuesday by the 
early release of nine IRA 
prisoners, denounced by the 
Protestant Unionists as 
another concession to 

Catholic Republicans. 

DUP official Nigel Dodds 
commented: “It is clearly an 
indication that the IRA will 
continue to be appeased and 
we are going to see more 


and more convicted mur- 
derers and IRA terrorists 
being released under this 
agreement if it passes." 

Ahead of the May 22 ref- 
erendum, the DUP. which 
represents 13.7 per cent of 
the vote in Northern 
Ireland, on Wednesday 
launched its “no” campaign 
with a series of press adver- 
tisements. Their message 
claimed the compromise 
accord “leads inexorably to 
a united Ireland.” 

Many commentators have 
said moderate Ulster 
Unionist leader David 
Trimble has taken a politi- 
cal gamble in accepting a 
deal which recognises 
Dublin’s right to a role in 
the north. 

Conversely, the problem 
for the Republican Sinn 
Fein is to convince its rank 
and file to accept an accord 
which does not enshrine 
their ultimate goal of a unit- 
ed Ireland. 

The early prisoner release 
was nonetheless a boost for 
Sinn Fein — the political 
wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (TRA) — 
as it seeks to muster support 
ahead of the two-day meet- 
ing of its executive begin- 
ning Saturday. 

Mr. Trimble won an initial 
victory last weekend when 
the executive of his Ulster 
Unionist Party (UUP). 
Northern Ireland's largest 
Protestant grouping, 
approved the accord by a 
majority of two to one’ It 
has yet to be passed by the 
UUP's rank and file which 
will also meet on Saturday, 
however. 

In the peace talks con- 
cluded Friday, the issue of 
paramilitary prisoners was 
ar the heart of Republican 


demands and has so far 
incurred some of the most 
vigorous Unionist opposi- 
tion. 

Mr. Trimble’s problem is 
that it is no longer just 
members of the DUP who 
belong to the Unionists' 
“no" camp. 

Dissenting voices are like- 
ly to be loud and clear at a 
meeting on Wednesday of 
the Orange Order in Belfast, 
which is the province's 
largest Protestant lodge, 
with some 50,000 members. 

Closely linked to 
Trimble's UUP, the order 
was founded some three 
centuries ago in memory of 
Protestant King William of 
Orange's victory against the 
Catholics. 

The lodge organises most 
of the annual marches in the 
province which have, in the 
past, deteriorated into 
bloody clashes. 

However, the marching 
season began peacefully 
this week when Protestant 
marchers on Monday 
agreed to refrain from 
marching through a 
Catholic neighbourhood of 
Belfast. Such moderation 
could be reflected at 
Wednesday's Orange Order 
meeting by a refusal to pass 
comment on the peace 
accord. 

Orange Order official 

George, fatten said qgly; 

"I'm not sure how many 
people have studied the 
agreement yet. It is a matter 
of their own conscience. 
Everyone is going to have 
to make up their 
minds." 
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Mandela angers his 
ancestors after 
bee attack' 


Stallone being 
honoured for lifetime 
achievement 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
He may be just 51, but 
Sylvester Stallone is being 
honoured for lifetime 
achievement The Palm 
Beach International Film 
Festival will salute the 
action star Friday in Boca 
Raton. Florida. “I’m hon- 
oured to receive the 
award,” Stallone, who has 
a home in Florida, said. 
Stallone’s movies, includ- 
ing the “Rocky" and 
“Ram bo” series, have 
earned more than $2 bil- 
lion. 


Besson is being sued 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
director -Luc.. Besson- -is 
being sued by a scriptwriter 
who claims BesSon stole 
his idea for the hit film 
“The Professional.” Franck 
Geraidi says there are “bla- 
tant similarities” between 
his script and the screen- 
play for Besson’s 1994 
film, also known as 
“Leon.” Gerardi’s lawyers 
say that he wrote his script 
in 1990 and submitted it to 
a film company run by Luc 
Besson's father Claude. It 
portrays a doomed rela- 
tionship between a young 
boy brought up by chugs 
dealers and a paid killer, 
and Gerardi claims 
Besson's movie is suspi- 
ciously similar. 


Queen Elizabeth 
to help Fergie 
buy home 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Duchess of York is close to 
completing a financial set- 
tlement with Queen 
Elizabeth n that will help 
her buy a secure home for 
herself and . her children, 
the Daily Telegraph news- 
paper reported. According 
to the newspaper, negotia- 
tions on the settlement are 
expected to take place over 
the next few weeks and 
could mean that the former 
wife of Prince Andrew, the 
Duke of York, will move 
out of the marital borne for 
good and into a new per- 
manent home later this 
year. 


Bedford saves 
wildlife habitat 
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JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
■ — Sou* African President 
Nelson Mandela is in trou- 
ble with his ancestors after 
being attacked by a swarm 
of honey bees at foe week- 
end, local traditional heal- 
ers said Tuesday. The sting- 
ing attack on foe 79-year- 
old head of state indicates 
he has been given a “strong 
warning” by his ancestors, 
a healer told SABC public 
television. Mandela said he 
was stung four or five 
tunes on foe stomach and 
“also in pans that £ can't 
mention to a young lady” 
after taking a bath in his 
Qunu, Eastern Cape home 
last weekend. According to 
ethnic Xhosa tradition, a 
visit by bees represents 
good luck, but foe drones 
bode ill fortune for those 
they sting. 
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SUNDANCE (AP) — 

Robert Redford is saving a 
wildlife habitat The actor 
is donating 850 acres of 
land, watershed and alpioc 
meadows to Utah Open 
Lands to protect it front 
development "The 
Redford famil y has strong 
feelings about foe land, and 
they want to make sure it is 
preserved forever,” said 
Julie Mack, his spokes- 
woman. “If foe family 
decides down foe road to \|. . . 

sell the property, whoever t^ 4r n J 
does [buy it], does so with 5 ' 
foe understanding it cannot ■<. m 4 ^ ; V 
be developed,” Ms. Madt 4 - f ! . 
said. Utah Open Lands is 
an organisation that works 
to preserve open space and 
farming land 
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